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H
Chatty Stock Letter from the States.

(FROM OUR CHICAGO CORRESPONDENT).
Business in this market for the past month has 

been much unsettled by reason of so much uncer­
tainty in financial matters. Prices have shown at 
times violent fluctuations, which, from the stand­
point of supply and demand, seemed unreasonable. 
Fortunately receipts have been moderate most of 
the time, and variations in values have not gone 
beyond certain limits. The general outlook is a 
little more favorable than it was. The high rate of 
exchange on all eastern paper has practically put 
an embargo on shippers doing business through the 
banks. This has been a serious blow to this branch 
of the trade, and has been the means of crippling 
it very much. .

Exporters were doing a good business up to t 
weeks ago, but the decline of British markets has 
discouraged business in that line, and now they are 
operating very cautiously.

The season of western range cattle has been 
fairly inaugurated. So far supplies ha^fe not Been 
excessive, but the quality was generally poor, and 
prices naturally low.

Hogs have fully recovered the smash occasioned 
by the Cudahy collapse. Hdlders in the country 
concluded not to sacrifice, and the result was a 
period of small receipts, which, with a good de­
mand, caused an upward turn in prices, though the 
market is very feverish and unstable.

Top prices at present are about as follows :—Cat­
tle, $5.25. Hogs (light), $6. Sheep (native), $4.40 ; 
western, $3.50 ; lambs, $5.50.

Light hogs sell at a premium of 50c."over heavy. 
- Sheep prices have been very unsatisfactory. 

The market has been over-stocked with common 
and inferior grades, many.A>f which were practi­
cally unsaleable at the lowest point of the year. 
Western sheep are coming freely from the ranges. 
They meet with a light demand from buyers, lie- 
cause they are hardly fat enough to suit killers.

Receipts thus far this month foot up 175,800 cat­
tle, 299,200 hogs, and 183,800 sheep, showing a de­
crease of 39,600 cattle and 53,400 hogs, and an in­
crease of 63,100 sheep compared with a year ago.

Dealers do not hope for much improvement in 
prices until the silver question is definitely settled.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE & HOME MAGAZINE Our Cattle Trade.
The continued slaughtering of Canadian cattle 

at British ports is a slanderous reproach to the 
herds of the Dominion. Apart from the financial 
damage, which is its direct result, the farmers and 
stockmen of Canada are in no mood to allow this 
libel to rest as it does at present. The disputations 
in Great Britain as to what the veterinary inspec­
tors there really discovered in the lungs examined, 
and which they reported to disclose contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia, have lead many to conclude that 
the deposits were simply of fibrinous material con­
solidated after an ordinary case of “sporadic 
pneumonia,” or inflammation of the lungs, caused 
by exposure. We are in a position to state that in 
a letter to a friend in this country, Dr. S. T. Brown, 
veterinary surgeon <to the Privy Council Board of 
Agriculture, England, makes the very important 
admission that he has never said that the disease 
exists in Canada. As indicated by the letter of the 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture at Ottawa, given 
below, every part of Canada was searched by a 
staff of veterinary officers without finding any 
trace of the disease; there being no cases here, ob­
viously none could go forward and none could be 
discovered by the British vets. Shippers and others 
report this season’s trade to have been hopelessly 
demoralized ; and the outlook not improving and 
everthing being in a state of uncertainty, there is 
already a strong disposition in various quarters to 
abandon cattle feeding.

With regard to the inspection of our cattle on 
landing in Britain, we are able to say that Mr.Wm. 
Hunting, M.R.C.V.S., veterinary surgeon, has been 
appointed chief inspector under the Contagious 
Diseases Anijnals Act to receive the Canadian 
cattle. Concerning him Dr. Mole, M. R. S.V. S., of 
Toronto, writes us “He is well known as a thor­
oughly expert veterinarian, and Canadian cattle 
exporters may feel assured of his fairness and im­
partiality. His scientific attainments are second to 

As a public man, he is well known in journal­
istic circles as the editor and proprietor of the 
Veterinary Record.”

We have written the Canadian Minister of 
Agriculture on this subject, and have the following 
reply
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1. The Fanner’s Advocate Is published on the fifth and 
twentieth of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, 
handsomelyillustrated with original engravings, ari^, furnishes 
Hie most profitable, practical and reliable information for 

, fâVmere, dairymen, gamners and stockmen, of any publication 
- in Canada.
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Î. Terms of Subscription—per^year in odeonce : $1.25 ifin 
or$L50.’ New subscriptions can commence with any month.

3 Advertising Rates—Single insertion, 15 cents per line. Con-
‘ tract rates furnished on application.

4. Discontinuances—Remember that the publisher must he 
notified by letter or post card when a subscriber wishes his 
paper stopped. All arrearages must be paid. Returning 

nprgggng •; your paper will not enable us to discontinue it, as we cannot 
-f find your n&roo on our books unloss your Post Office address 

Sit . is given.
t•«. Jay g The Advocate is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is

' 'W-1 received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages
; must be made as required by law.

* The Law is, that all subscribers to newspapers are held 
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their paper 
ordered to be discontinued.

7 Remittances mould be made direct to this office, either by
* Registered Letter or Money Order, which will be at our

risk. When made otherwise we cannot be responsible.
8 Always give the Name of the Post Office to which your paper 

is sent. Your name cannot be found on our books unless 
this is done.

9. The Date on your Label shows to what time your subscrip­
tion is paid.

10. Subscribers failing to receive their paj 
regularly will confer a favor by reporting

. We Invite Farmers to write us on any agricultural topic. 
:iWe are always pleased to receive practical articles. For 
touch as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch 
trim ted matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to 
Improve the Advocate, Descriptions of New Grains, Routs 
tor Vegetables not generally known, Particulars of Expen- 
iments Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation are each 
and all welcome, Contributions sent us must not be 
furnished other papers until after they have appeared in 
our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on receipt 
of postage.

12. Replies to circulars and letters of enquiry spot from this 
office will not be paid for as provided above.

13. No anonymous communications or enquiries will receive
attention. *

14. Letters intended for publication should be written oh one 
side of the paper only.

15. Allcemmunieatlons in reference to any matter connected 
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to 
any individual connected with the paper.

Address—
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Agricultural College Affairs.
A commission, consisting of Mr. John Winches­

ter, of Toionto, Master in Chambers. Mr. John 
Waterwortb, ex-M. P. P., farmer, of Wardsville, 
and Mr. John S. Pearce, seedsman, of London, have 
completed their enquiry into the alleged lack of 
harmony among the staff of the Ontario Agricul­
tural College at Guelph. We ejsewhere give their 
findings, which were unanimous. The report itself, 
which is before us, covers 150 pages, and is the 
result of about three weeks’ investigation, 94 per­
sons

at this
"m

' ■ Ottawa, Aug. 19, 1893.
Gentlemen,—I have to acknowledge your letter 

of the 17th inst. in relation to the cattle regula­
tions. You ask what steps, if any, have been taken 
in order to demonstrate the freedom of Canadian 
herds from contagious pleuro-pneumonia. When 
the question arose in England, in October last, of 
Canadian animals being affected, every part of the 
country was examined, if not by a little army, at 
least by a considerable staff of veterinary surg 
without any trace of the disease being found, 
reports of all the veterinary officers of the depart­
ment in all parts of the Dominion have since Tbeen 
uniform in the same sense ; and it is not possible 
that contagious pleuro-pneumonia could exist in 
Canada without the fact becoming known.

As respects the second question in your letter, 
the department has authorized the sending of two 
experts to Canada by the Veterinary Department 
of the Imperial Government at the expense of 
the Canadian Government. A sitnilar invitation 
was made in October last. It was not accepted 
then, but from a recent debate in the House of 
Commons in England I think it is likely the invita­
tion will now be accepted.

I have the honor to be, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
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1OOJSTTE3STTS. in all being examined. Bulky though the re­

port is, Prof. Shaw complains, in his defence 
through the daily papers, that all the testimony 
was not included, and that the compilation has not 
been fair to him. It would have looked better to 
have given the evidence in extenso. The petition 
asking for an investigation was presented by five 
ex-students—R. R. N. Morgan, Strathroy, W. L. 
Carlisle, Chesterville, D. Buchanan, Toronto F. 
Mullholland, Yorkville, and W. Randall, Camper- 
down, stating as follows ■
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“ Speaking on behalf of the groat body of graduates of the

equipment of this institution. We certainly owe our grati­
tude to the present Minister of Agriculture for the many im­
provements he has made during nis tenure of office, some of 
which are the establishment of the Dairy School and the 
tion of new buildings. The College is a great power for good 
in our Province and elsewhere, and has vast possibilities, but 
we regret to say it has not done and is not doing what it 
might. Why 1 It is well known there Is something seriously 
wrong which has long existed and cannot exist much longer. 
Unless speedily corrected it must result disastrously. The 
existing state of affairs is causing comments through the 
country unfavorable to the institution, has kept student*, 
away from the College, and has a most injurious effect upon 
the character ef the students during their course."

Having gone carefully through this extensive 
report and contrasting it with the findings, we 
think the latter might have been condensed and in 
some respects made more pointed.

That thqre was lnfck of harmony jn the institu­
tion is quite evident from this report, and the 
wonder is that so much good work has been accom­
plished during the past few years as has been the 
case. The commissioners hold Mr. Shaw, Professor 
of Agriculture, chiefly responsible 
of discord. The question of authority is really the 
central one in this whole difficulty. It is quite 
apparent that in any institution of this kind there 
must be one responsible head, and among subordi­
nate officials a unity of action, if the best results 
are to he secured.

From the very outset Mr. Shaw seems to have 
felt or been suspicious that he was slighted. He 
complains, for instance, that on the first evening of 
his arrival at the College a special room was not in 
readiness, and he was required to sleep in a lied in
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J. Lowe,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture. 

The Wm. Weld Co. (Ltd.), London, Ont.
Some time ago cable despatches from England 

represented the Minister of Agriculture as saying 
he would gladly authorize this sending of experts to 
Canada to determine whether or not any plague 
existed here ; but in a later speech he appears to 
have refused to do so. Right or wrong, the restric­
tions are to be maintained, that is evident, and the 
Scottish Farmer even hints at the absolute prohi­
bition of the importation of foreign stores ; and 
when that paper’says there exists "no economic 
reason” for allowing stores to come in, it simply 
means that they are trying the panacea of protec­
tion. Canadian cattle men may make up their 
minds that they will get no favors in Britain, but 
the honest reason should be given instead of slan­
dering the healthy cattle of Canada.

1

338, 342. I
336 to 344.

mEveryone interested in dairying should not only 
read, but study that instructive little book, “Dairy­
ing for Profit or the Poor Man’s Cow,” which may 
he obtained from the author, Mrs. E. M. Jones, 
Broekville, Ont. Price, 30 cents. Over62,000 copies 
have been sold, and In order to further stimulate its 
circulation, we will give two copies to every old 
subscriber sending in his own name (renewal) and 
that of one new yearly subscriber accompanied by 
two dollars. __________ _______

The Norfolk Agricultural Society is offering 
$15.00 in five prizes for gopher tails. The 
petition is not limited to the members of the 
society; any persofi may compete without paying 
the membership fee. The little hoys of town and 
country have a chance to make pocket money by 
snaring the frisky little gophers and saving their 
ta.iL. This seems like a good scheme, and might 
be adopted by all agricultural societies ^where the 
gopher pest prevails.
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Deloraine Fair.
A very successful fair was held in Deloraine on 

August 11th. The entries of horses and cattle were 
numerous, and some creditable specimens were 
shown. The exhibit of sheep and pigs, though not 
numerous, was of good quality. The show was 
held a little late in the month, and the harvest 

earlier than usual interfered eonsider-
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at the harvest or busy putt ing machinery in order, 
and so were unable to att end.
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