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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A SHEPHERD.
,l THE UPS AND DOWNS OF TRADE.

pour one teaspooniul Of benzine into the lowest Trade in pure-bred sheep, as in cattle horses
““_S“'ll'. which. is he]’(! I such g wVay as to allow of and other stock, has had its ups and downs, its
this being done. I'he nostril ig then closed 1y

the fingers for half a minute o
tion afterward repeated on the
sheep having been turned

50, and the gperg
other nostril, tju

upon its other side
IF'umigating with burning sulphur also is prac-
ticed by some shepherds, and said to he  fairly
effective. &

Valuable sheep may he operpted wupon with g

fair degree of success for grubs that have entered

the frontal sinuses. In horned sheep, the
is made by means of g three-quarte
introduced at one side of the }ase

o

the horn may be sawn oft  close to the head .
Benzine then is injected into t he sinus, and fol
lowing it warm water is copiously injected 1y

means of a syringe to wash out the
of the nostril. In hornless sheep,
trephine are found by drawing a lipe with colored
chalk from one eyebrow to the other across the
face, and running a second line down the face to
exactly intersect the middle of the The
trephining places then two
upper angles of the cross thus formed. To
operate, the skin is first cleansed, and then is
dissected back from the skull, until g place suffi-
ciently large to accommodate the end of the tre-
phine has been laid bare. The trephine then is
used like an auger to remove a wad-like disc of
bone, through which benzine is injecteq into the
sinus, and afterward water is freely used, as al-
ready stated, for the expulsion of the grubs. When
this has been accomplished, the skin-flap is
brought back over the trephine wound, held in
place by a stitch or two, and then a pitch plaster
is put over the part, and that suffices in the way
of after treatment. The operation scarcely ]my‘s
in common sheep, and seldom is needed where
sheep are generously fed upon grain and hay, as a
vast majority of the affected sheep escape having
the grubs penetrate into the sinuses of their heads,
and in time, if well nourished, get rid of their
pests by sneezing and the discharges characteristic
of the condition.

The chief facts to remember in this connection
are the importance of generous feeding of sheep,
the prevention of attack by use of tar mixtures
during time of fly attacks, and then the destruc-
tion of each prub discovered upon the ground
where affected sheep are kept —[Live-stock Report
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BRIGHTER PROSPECTS FOR THE STOCK-CAT-
TLE TRADE.

The two auction
Western Canada  in
Greenway's

sales of Shorthorns,
June, namely, Hon. Thos
and Messrs. A. & Mutch’s, besides
some good private sales by breeders, indicate that
the interest in pure-bred cattle reeding and in
stock-raising  generally 1S reviving Prices
realized at these sales were somewhat higher thgn
those that have prevailed in recent years for cat-
tle of the same yuality, and that in spite of the
fact that stock raising has undergone one of the
severest tests to which it has been subjected for
many by the extremely severe winter the
West has come through. Doubtless the cattle
trade in Canada is benefited by the rising tide
and buoyant tone of the pure-bred cattle market
in the States, and apart from that, there appears
to be a steady tendency among our own farmers
to devote more attention to stock-raising. Mar-
ket prices for commercial cattle are doing a lot
toward encouraging this tendency As high as
five and a half cents per pound live weight
has heen paid the Toronto market for good
butchers’ cattle, and six for exporters, and that
1S what makes feeding attractive.

The improvement in the trade comes at a time
when the breeding industry needs assurance. The
men who have persisted in raising cattle during the

held in

vears

on

Years when the public appeared to be quite in-
different to the value of stock of any kind, are
deserving of considerable compensation. It re-

quires courage and no small amount of conlidence
and cash to persist in raising cattle for the:better-
ment of the general average when the country ap
pears to regard the products of the stables and
unnecessary to their welfare. The hope
such a time is now passed; that from now
there will be a steady demand cattle of a
that will tend to provide meat at the least
Possible cost to the feeder, and, to :1('1'0“11.»“5}}1
breeding stock that have this characteristic
Largely required inoevery herd.
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MORE PRAISE FOR MUSLIN-CURTAIN VENTILA-

TION.

I have used the muslin in stable windows one win-
ters msed  a thia unbleache | niuslin, simply tacked in
P part elass anil part muslin [t gives good, pure

Without o drart It would prohably last two sea
I'he stabde is drier when muslin is used It is
Per i cvery s way o to have part of windows with
i~tin D. H. BINGIHAM
Pland Cg AN Y
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periods of prosperity and depression in market
values, but not more frequently or to greater ex-
tremes.  Time was, along in the seventies, when
the best end of a crop of ram lambs could be sold
readily for $50 to $75 each at six months old,
and exhibitors at the big Provincial fairs did a
cash business almost equal to that of a depart-
mental store in these days, having, at the end of
the day, little idea what amount of money they
had crammed into their trousers-pockets, till they
had straightened out the bills after supper and
counted it over. L remember selling a home-bred
Cotswold ram lamb for $125 to that big-hearted
man, the late Col. Tyrwhitt, M. P, of Simcoe
County, and I recail his good-natured remark
that it was expensive lamb, but it suited him and
he wanted it. But no wonder sheep were at fever
heat, when, in 1872, creek-washed wool of the long-
wooled breeds was eagerly sought for at 60 to 65
cents a pound, and so anxious were buyers to se-
cure it that they sent agents into the country to
contract with farmers for their wool months ahead
of sheuring time. 1In that vear we sold our wool
for 50 cents a pound, unwashed, while yet on the
sheep’s backs, and I proudly rode to town on a
load of wool that was sold for %560. the one
vear's clip of the flock on my father’s farm. It
would have taken a good many loads of wheat or
barley to have brought in as much money, and
wool is a crop you don't have to summer-fallow
for, and a crop you don’t look for on any other
class of stock. That was when we had practically
free trade with our neighbors of the United States,

which was our principal market for wool, as it is

1229

tion, ‘“ Who pays the duty ?”’ A party of im-
porters of pure-bred stock had warmly debated the
question on the voyage over the ocean, and when
they landed at Quebec the man who had most
kcohly upheld the protectionist theory that the
duty comes out of the seller, and who had .brought
over a donkey in the shipment, was indlgnaqtly
protesting when informed by the customs oﬁic1.a.ls
that that class of stock was not on the free list,
and that duty must be paid on it. ‘“ Hoots
mon,’’ said that canny Scot, the late James 1.
Davidson, who loved a good joke, ‘“ what are you
complainin’ aboot, sure you don’t have to pay the
duty, it’s the other fellow that pays that.

But this is a wide digression from thp ups
and downs in the sheep trade, Which., while it was
pretty low down a few years ago, is now on the
crest of a wave of substantial prosperity, and the
country is being scoured by buyers in seart_:h gf
sheep at good paying prices, while the pity is
that we have few to sell, many of our fa.rmel_‘s
having become discouraged and parted with their
flocks, because the price of wool—a crop that costs
nothing to grow—had gone low for a season. Do
farmers forget that fifteen years ago horses that
ten years before were booming in price had gone
down so low that they could  hardly be given
away, and a team such as would sell for $400
to-day could then have been bought for one-fourth
of the money; and that Shorthorn cattle that §old
ten years ago for as high as $1,000 have since
gone slow at a quarter of that price, and that
both these classes of stock have had such ups and
downs more than once in the recollection of men
not far beyond the age of three-score years ? Dur-
ing all these years, the men who have stayed with
the class of stock they understand, and which has
done fairly well for them in the average of years,
are the best off to-day. With common lambs,

that cost little to

Judging Southdowns at the Royal Show, ’07.

yet, and whatever may have been the truth in the
erstwhile spirited discussion ol the then red-hot
question of free trade versus protection, the farm-
ers of this country certainly had no reasonable
kick coming when they were getting sixty cents a,
pound for wool and a doilar a bushel for barley
owing to the open door in their neighbor’s yard.
When, in after years, prices for wool ran down
grade till it had reached the depth of a York
shilling a pound, and some silly sheep-raisers,
with a protectinal bug in their lug, appealed to
the Canadian Government for a tariff on wool,
that shrewd politician, Sir John A. Macdonald,
knowing there was practically no wool of the class
we were raising being imported into this country,

said : “ Certainly, if the farmers want it, they
should have it."” And promptly a tariff of a few
cents a pound on long wool was granted, and
some farmers fancied they were made happy, al-

though scarcely a pound of that class of wool was
in competition with theirs. Now the farmers on
the other side of the line are getting 33 cents for
wool that we are selling for less than half that
price, and no doubt the political economists who

asked for a tarifl here wili claim that the Ameri-
can  tarifl protects their wool-growers against
Canadian competition, although all the wool we

have to sell amounts to no more than a drop in

the bucket of the market over there. And simple
Canadian farmers in the last few yvears have sold
their sheep for a song to wide-awake Americans,

who got the wool through duty-iree on the sheep’s gt
I-ml\s‘. and sold it Tor hall as much as the sheep
cost them There might possibly he o lesson for
farmers in a survey of this situation, bhut for the
btinding intluence of partyvism prevailing. And
this reminds me of an incident that occurred in
the time when discussion was hot over the ques-
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“ SHEPHERD. '

Not for many years has the demand for breed-
the United States been 80 active as
present time, Dealers are scouring the
buying largely of rams, and
young ewes, wherever they can persuade
is that when such a
profitable business presents itself, ounm
To part with
young ewes is surely unwise,
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