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FARMERS ADVOCATE.

The Devil’s Neoese.

We paid a visit to Dundas a short time
since, and after viewing the various manu-
factories of that thriving town, we were
induced to pay a visit to the “ Devil’s
Nose,” this being one of the most remark-
able features around Dundas. It consists
of a long, projecting, perpendicular rock,
running about a quarter of a mile in length
and twenty-five fect high, on the summit
of a large bluff or ravine, on the property
of Dr. Hamilton. It is situated imme-
diately back of the station, and only about
a quarter of a mile from it. The rock is
so steep that it is impossible to ascend it,
except from the table land. On the top
of the rock are beautiful shade trees, and
a _wide space of grass land admirably
adapted for pic-nics. = The scenery here is
ansurpassed by anything to be found in
Western Ontario, and affords a most
pleasing, attractive and romantic impres-
sion, not to be obtained in any spot we
have seen or heard of this side of the
Rocky Mountains, until we enter the
Lower Province, or go to our new West-
ern territories. From one of these high
hills, at an elevation of 180 feet ahove
the town of Dundas, a most charming
view may be obtained, commmanding a
lovely panorama of Lake Ontario, Bur-
lington Bay, the city of Hamilton, the
towa of Dundas, the villages of Ancaster,
Waterdown, &c., &e.

Dundas carries on more manufacturing
business, for the number of its population,
than any other place in Canada. Another
business is just about to afford a new
source of wealth to Dundas, viz., the
immense quarries of choice building stone
that has recently been discovered under-
lying the stratum of rock above. Gangs
of ‘men are now employed in clearing off
the shale and dressing the stone, which
is now being sent to Chicago and other
western points. We are surprised that
this valuable quarry had not been long
since discovered, as the best building stone
used in this city had to be imported from
the States ; now we hope to see Canada
able to supply our requirements, as well
as to reap a harvest from the export of it.
Besides the attractions of the beautiful
distant scenery, there are two waterfalls
at Dundas, one of which is two feet higher
than the Falls of Niagara ; the body of
water that passes over the highest is
comparatively insignificant. The falls are
situated about 1} miles from the station,
and are located in large, wild-looking
chasms or ravines. To those who desire
to see the rough bleauties of Nature,
Dundas scenery affords a rare opportu-
nity. We were 8o delighted and charmed
with the scenery here that we wished our
friends could enjoy the sight also. The
thought struck ms what a heautiful place
for a farmers’ pic-nic! Weuld it not be
well to have a harvest-home pic-nic in
Scotember next ?

T.et us hear from some of our veaders in
the neighborhood of Dundas and ether
plces if there ave any that will second
L, proposition—that is, to have a harvest
lone at Dundas, or at any other place.

———tt————
Government Reporis,

We acknowledue the courtesy of the
I ard of Public Works for the Report of the
(‘ommissioner of Arts and Manufactures
for the Province of Ontario, and several
other valuable works. 'lI'he Report of the
ommissioner we have already laid nnder
contribution in our present issue, and will
refer to it from time to time.  Though not
a work that will be read by ordinary read-
ers, it i8 an excellent volume for our
~litorial library, and we. will often have
o -cagion to refer to it, and draw from its
=tores for the benefit of our readers. The
artiele on the wheat midge is from its
colnmns, Woulditnot be wellifitemsof such
seneral interest, and tending to do such
sn amount of service, were made more
+enerally known, and published weckly or
jwonthly in a proper form? Tt is with
Ceat pleasure wo make oy juoer the
ci2ans of disseminating ai
cultural community all
modern investigatipn.

Public Expenditure,—$200,000
for Stock.

All must know that public expenditures
are necessary. They are required for the
waintenance of every nation ; and without
them a nation would be swallowed up by
some grasping pewer. This is a cause of
heavy taxation. ” We do not say we are
taxed heavily in proportion to our resources
or capabilities, if we compare Canada with
other countries. It is also necessary to
expend Jarge sums for state show, pomp,
and glitter. There are rivalries in the
world. Some rulers will try to excel in
arms, some in honor—DBritain, for instance;
Solomon in wisdom ; Noah in navigation.
Canada appears about to excel (consider-
ing her age, means, population, &c.) in
agriculture, judging from present prospects.
The recent government commenced the
expenditure of between one and two hun-
dred thousand dollars (which appear to
have been thrown away), nominally for
agricultural purposes. Since our last paper
was published, we ealled on the Hon. A.
MecKellar, the present Minister of Agri-
culture, to ascertain what the intentions
of the government were. It appearsthat
the Mimico Farm has been purchased ;
but, from the unfitness of the soil, the
location, the lack of water, and other
causes, it is not approved of, and the
preseut government are still in quest of
a more suitable place to expend money on.
A farm has been examined in the vicinity
of Guelph, but we have not heard the
report about it. We also spoke to the
Minister of Agriculture in Toronto at the
commencement of the last session of Par-
liament, when Le then informed us that
the government were intending to carry
out the expenditures for the Agricultural
College, and that they were contemplating
expending $50,000 for the importation of
stock ; but during our conversation with
him in June, he informed us it was con-
templated to expend $200,000 for that pur-
ose. We said we did not think it would
e of advantage to the agriculturists of
Canada to do so. Mr. McKellar said he
had conversed with some prominent far-
mers on the subject, and they considered
it would be desirable to do so.

The stoek business of Canada appears
to us to be progressing most favorably at
the present time, in the hands of our
enterprising breeders and importers. The
fact is, we are even now exporters of choice
breeding stock. By far the majority of
our best stock is sent to the States.—
(lanadians are not able to vie with the
Americans in paying such high prices as
the fancy animals now bring. Tt is our
opinion that a government expenditure
for such a purpose would tend rather to
an injury than a benefit. It would most
probably act injuriously against some of
our importers and breeders, who have
already done so much in improving our
stock, and giving a reputation to our
country for sheep and cattle. If they were
to be sold on arrival, most probably nine-
tenths of the stock imported at our expense
would go, direct or indirect, to the States,
and we should be using our money for the
henefit of the Americans, and our eountry
as a quarantine ground for them, as, iu
reality, Canadian cattle of the same quality
are more valuable than cattle imported
trom England, because we have no rinder-
pest or mouth disease in Canada, therefore

the farmers of Canada should not, at any
future date, have it stated that sueh ex-
penditures were made for thiem or for ther
ben’l(‘?gg. cost of the contemplated works
must be beyond our powers 0 estimation,
as all our government umlo'rt.akmsfs are
known far to exceed any estimate made.
Look at the Parliament building, csti-
mated at $900,000, but which cost between
fonr and five million dollars. At the same
ratio, $200,000 might cost $1,000,000.—
Who could estimate the cost of the Fann,
with its other appurtenances, Mmuscim,
&e. &e.? The question might arise, Who
are the farmers that have sugeested these
plans ¢ Have there not been other less
expensive and more beneficial plans recom-
mended? Would not a smaller sum ex-
pended on ordinary agricultural clubs he
beneficial 2 Would not an ine eased grant
to township societies enable them to pur-
chase the stock that our breeders now
have, and which is continucusly leaving
our country for the States? We cannot
throw blame en our Ministers of A arienl-
ture for all the succestions that mav he
given to them, as it is well known that
their time must be fully occupied with
different nolitical questions, so that agri-
culture, being of less impertance appa-
rently, may not have received as much
attention as it may have descrved.

We avain ask any of vou to send e
your opinions on the above subject, and
we will give them publicity.

- >

The Government of the Couniry
vs. Individual Enterprise,

At the very threshold of this canse that
we have thus stated it may be well to say
to our readers that we do not mean to dis
cuss it in the interest of Partv.  TheIlam:
MERS’ ADVOCATE is no political paper @ in
it we take no side in party polities. Who-
ever they may be who hold the reins of
Government, we have, witheut fear or
favor, called them to account for any of
their public acts when such related to ag.
riculture, or had a tendency to serve or
injure the interests we profess to advo-
cate, and whose cenfidence our large sub-
seriptson list and the file of letters from
our acricultural correspondents, prove that
we enjoy. From party politics we stand
aloof.

Is the CGovernment of Ontario or of
Canada justified in enterine into compe-
tition with private individnals who have
heen and are suceesstilly carrving out an
enterprise tending to the presperity of the
eomntry 1 This s the question we arc
Tealine with, and the commen sense of the
peopte will at ance rerly in the nega-
tive. If the work is deing well, let well
alone, otherwise the result muost be injuri
ous not only to the party engaged in the
enterprise, but, even in a greater measure,
tothe community. The inevitable conse-
quence of such interference must be to
discourage and prevent individnals, no
matter how enterprising they may be, and
though animated by the best desire for
their country’s weal, from embarking in
any undertaking in which there is a pos-
sibility that they may sometimes find a
competitor in the administration of their
country that cught to protect their under-
taking ; and that adiinistration using, to
support them in their eompetitive efforts,
the “funds of the pnblic exchequer. to

we canunot export it ; while, on the other
hand, there is a danger ol importing it
from LEurope.

We hope some of our stockmen and
farmers will furnish us with their epinions
on this question, as it is but right that all
subjects connected with agriculture should
be openly and fairly discussed.

We do not look on the expenditure that
has alreavly been made nor the contei-
plated expenditure for stock as beiug for
the interest ot the agriculturists of Canada.
We Inok on both as being more caleiated
to serve the purposes of political parties or
friends than for the good of the farers.—
We have failed yet to meet a favmer who
approves of either.  We think this subjecy

chowtd be openly and falrly discussed | and

\

which those very individuals themselves
contributed their part.

This 1ule of fair play must commend
itself to every lionest miud.  And now
for the application.  If an individual de-
votes his energies, time and talens to ex-
periments in agriculture, such as must, if
judiciousty conduete b he ot advantage to
tlie Provinee.or to iue importing and breed-
ing of fuva stock superior to the stock of
e country, or tos the importing, testing
and sending abroad throughout the length
and  breadth of the land, agricultural
seeds and roots ; for any public Minister
to institute or carry on any designs in
competition  with such individuals, it
would betray a want of justiee and wis-
dom not to be expected in one desiring to

Such competition of an administration

! would not only be unjust in itself and pre-

judicial to private enterprise, both as
affecting the individual and the public in-
terest, but would also, if we take the ex-
perience. of the past as our guide, be a
pecuniary failure. Events of past years
serve to teach s what we may expect in
the future.
The administration of our ceuntry has
embarked in undertakings that, in all
human probability, woulld have been suc-
cessful if carried on with that prudence
and lusiness tact characteristic of men
who have their own money at stake. We
will merely enumerate some of tha Gov-
ernment undertakings immediately pre-
gent to our mind :—
The Agrieultural College and DModel
Farm canvot boast of great success.
The Giovernment undertaking at Mim-
ico—What is to come of this matter? No
one seems to know, net even the Solomons
of the Administration.
The Ontario Fairmer.—-It enjoved the
Government patrorage. and was founded
and conducted nnder Government auspi.
cex. What of it now 1 It was and is not,
We look forward for the 'next adminis-
tration acrienltural speculation.  What
will it he? Perhaps a more active comype-
tition with importers of agricultural recds
and implements, er it may be a competi-
tion with the importers and brecders of
stock.,  Well, why slionld our high and
honorable Administrators care T Tt is only
the public money that will e spent !
P. S —After we had written thus far
we noticed in an exchange, Maoore's Riural
New Yorker, the following paragraph bear-
ing incidentally on the suhject :
“ A gentleman pitched into us the other
day because we opposed the distribution
of seeds by the Department of Agrienl-
ture. He'wanted to know what the De-
partment is for if not to help persons to
reliable secds.  We replied that if that is
what it is for it is a stupendous failure, for
its secds are no more, if indeed they are
not less, reliable than those scnt out by
our first-class scedsmen.”
The New Yorker is right in this mat-
ter. These Administrations cannot and
will not supply the farmers with more re-
liable seeds or anything else for the farm,
or on better terms than those whose im-
mediate and sole business it is, and whose
success depends upon good quality and
reasonahle prices.
The Government have a duty to per-
form in this matter. It is to protect and
encouraze any private epterprise that is
judicionsly carried on and tends to the
good of the country. It is their duty to

remunerate, in some instances, those who
have exvended largely in such undertak-
ings. We -called attention in alate in-
stance to a case deserving every support
from the Government, that of Mr. Cull,
who has succeeded in making beet root
«uear, and has made great sacrifices in so
doing.  He deserves support and remun-
eration. A'r. En.
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Review.
THE CLIMATES, PRODUCTIONS, AND
RESOURCES OF CANADA.

It was with great pleasurc and no little
profit that we read this work.

The valuable information it contains
was not new to =, hut ti:c anthor has, in
this little werk of Jess than 50 pages,
bronelit together irom many sourees s
many little-considered truths, presented
tliem in so intercsting a manner, and
clotlied them in such plain, foreible lan-
cmaze, that the waork cannot fail to leave &
very favorable impression on the mind of
the reacer. We woulid gladly review the
whole work aud make copious extracts
from it for the benefit of our readers, but
the demands upen our time are at present
<o pressing that we are obliged to defer to
a future number of our paper what would
he to us a very agreeable duty.  For the
sresent we can do little more than make a
few briet extracts :— )

“The superficial aren of Canada 8
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