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Yellow and White-Legged Fowls
AN KNGLISH OPINION 

By our Biilieh Mmkcl Correipotitient.

1 read with more than passing 
iniciest the remarks ol Mr. F. C. 
Hare on the yellow leg question 
and also The Farming World's op
inion upon the matter, both ol 
which appeared in the issue ol 
July 15.

There can be no doubt that the 
question is absolutely at a dead
lock, and that from two such-con
tradictory statements it woula ap
pear difficult to come to any satis
factory conclusion.

The Farming World’s statement 
that there is a special price for 
white legged and while fleshed fowls 
in Euglaud is perfectly true and 
what is more, 1 personally, il I 
were given the choice, would prefer 
a white skinned bird, lor they do 
undoubtedly look more dainty anu 
appetizing.

* it may be said that there is no 
difference in the flavor of the ipeat. 
True, but the pleasures of the pal
ate do not entirely depend upon the 
sense of taste, and appearance has 
a great deal to do with the mat-

lf this were nut so, why do all 
shopkeepers take such great pains 
to make their goods luqk attrac
tive and are so paiticular that 
what they sell is put up in a dain
ty manner. Supposing two apples 
were placed before the average man 
and one had a dear, bright skin, 
while the other was dull and color
less, they blight be of equal flavor, 
but he would select the one which 
pleased his, eve, and in the opinion 
of the writer, he would be correct.

01 course, it is altogether beside 
the question as to whether it would 
pay Canadians to re-01 ganize their 
business to go in for wliite legged 
and fleshed fowls; that is a matter 
upon which they can best decide for 
themselves. Ineie can be no 
doubt, however, that white skinned 
fowls aie preferred in England to 
their yellow brothers.

WHAT A WESTERN HR THINKS

1 note that in your issue of July 
15th you say you would be glad to 
hear from correspondents on this

For some years I went in for 
rearing and fattening chickens for 
the London markets, and no doubt 
should be doing so now but for the 
South African war. There is a

Ereat and real objection to yellow 
gged birds, the principal reason 

being that yellow legs, as a rule, 
mean yellow flesh, and in my opin
ion theie is no comparison between 
a white fleshed bird and a yellow 
one. Up to a short time ago 
there was also an objection to 
black legs, the reason being that 
the Surrey and Sussex birds, which 
have always been at the top of the 
market had white legs; this objec
tion was a sentimental one and is 
fast dying out, although I see Mr. 
Hare thinks differently.

I remember sending some large

Black Orpington cockerels, six 
months old and weighing 8% lb. 
each. They weie fattened and 
pressed in the Surrey-Sussex stv if* 
and their black legs weie' not ob1 
jected to, for they took t.e eve "I 
Mr. Brooke, late master of the 
London Poultry Co,, who wrote 
me to know wljat kind they were,, 
how reared, etc., and, by the way, 
sent me a copy of Mr. E. Brown’s 
book on "Fattening Fowls,’’ the 
best book < , i v subject I have

What have Canadians got to ob
ject to in this little preference of 
the London consumer, who is will- 

to pay well for his preference ? 
is as easy to rear one as the 

othei, ev en although you want to 
use a bleed with yellow legs. No 
biid has*more yellow legs and flesh 
than the Indian game, yet crossed 
with the Dorking they nearly all 
come white if Dorking hens and 
1. G. cocks are used. We can rear 
and fatten herç as good as in Sur
rey, Eng., and press and shape in 
their style, and mind, a bird may 
be classed as Surrey or Sussex in 
the London markets and make top 
prices, and vet come from Ireland 
or elsewhere.

We must, however, send a good 
class of birds, not some good and 
some bad in a crate, and always 
keep them* up to the mark. The 
London dealers get to know a 
man's crates who always sends 
good birds, and will buy them up 
at once on the market at a little 
higher price and will often write 
the producer to send all he can to 
them direct, and so save going 
through the markets. Byt once 
send a few inferior birds in your 
lots and your name is gone and it 
will be yea is before you can get it

I am sorry to say I found that 
there were a good many dishonest 
salesmen in the markets, but ex
perience taught me the names of 
the few honest ones who always 
did by far the largest business.

I shall be very glad to give a 
few of the ins and outs of a Surrey 
latter's business, also the best 
breeds and crosses should any of 
your readers care for same.

P. S., Miniota, Man.
*

Poultry Alimenta and their Remedy
Judging from the numerous in

quiries recently received for remed
ies for poultry ailments, there has 
been much sickness among young 
stock throughout the country and 
it Is to be feared in many cases, 
much loss. In one case a corre
spondent writes :— “ My chickens 
have something the matter with 
them. They have a slight swell
ing at side of the head. Their wings 
droop and in a few days they 
die." Another writes ' “ I had 59 
fine young turkeys a short time 
ago—now I have 17. They are well 
fed, but get sick, droop, and die. 
On opening one which had just 
died, the liver was much swollen 
and spotted all over." And still

another : "My young turkeys seem 
to have cold. They appear to have 
lice also. A number have died and 
seveial aie sick.*1 And so on. And 
this sort of thing is repeated every 
reason with almost unvarying mon
otony. It shows either utter ig
norance of sanitary conditions or 
a total indiflereme to effects.

No sanitary law can be.violated 
with impunity either in nerse or 
cow stable, or poultry house. W hen 
will men and women, w ho are care
ful and painstaking in many de
partments of farm work, realize 
that prevention of disease among 
their live stock is far easier than, 
cure! I'aiticularly does this ap
ply to poultry. A farmer may be 
scrupulously dean in his dairy de
partment and yet his poultry be 
neglected and their premises sel
dom cleaned. While almo-t cranky 
on kee| ipg up a good strain of 
milch cows, no attempt is made to 
keep up a prolific egg-laying strain 
of Rocks, or Wyandottes, or cor
rect market type of either. His 
turkeys and fowls may be inbred 
from year to year, or they may be 
kept in an uinlean, ill-ventilated or 
delapidated and draughty poultry 
house. As lor his chickens, they 
come and they receive scanty care 
If they get any food, in many cases 
it is of improper quality, in too 
great quantity and not cleanly fed. 
The mu-t elemeiftary hygienic law s 
aie violated and the result is roup, 
lice and liver disease of the most.

The remedy for disease is obv i- 
otisly to prevent it. It is difficult, 
almost impossible to cure sick tur
keys or other chickens, but it is 
easy by cleanliness and care to pre
vent disease. Cleanliness m poul
try house and surroundings, and 
method of feeding. Care in selet 
tion of robust parent stock. Care 
in housing and feeding of the young 
chicks. This has been stated by 
Mr. Warrington, an eminent Eng
lish chemist, that for her weight 
there is more profit in a hen than 
any other animal on the farm. And 
yet she is frequently the most neg
lected ! A visitor to a farmer, 
who kept poultry at a profit, noti
ced that the farm hands cleaned 
out the poultry house with as great 
care as they did the dairy. " Why 
do you do so ? " asked the friend ol 
the farmer. The reply came quick
ly, “ Because," said the farmer, "I 
make 200 per cent, profit from my 
fowls as against 10 per cent, from 
the other." It is safe to say that 
the farmer had no sick hens or tur
keys.—A. G. Gilbert, Manager Poul
try Department, Central Experi
mental Farm, Ottawa.

*
Macdonald Institute Announce

The Macdonald Institute of 
Guelph will open on September 14 th 
next. The outline of study pro
vides for two general courses, one 
for teachers and the other for 
young women who do not intend 
to teach. The teachers course is 
divided into two sections, nature 
study and home economics, with a 
two year, a three months' and six


