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cattle of real merit. The work 
with dual - purpose Shorthorn 
cattle at Brandon Experimental 
Farm has shown that good milk 
production can be obtained from 
these cattle under western con­
ditions. One pure - bred Short­
horn cow at Brandon has 
given 12,800 pounds of milk 
in a milking period. Sev­
eral others have given over 
10,000 pounds ; the average of 
the herd in 1916 was over 6,600 
pounds. Similar results have 
been obtained in other herds. 
The difficulty, however, is that 
there are not enough pure-bred 
herds producing herd headers for 
the general farms. So great is 
the demand for young bulls at 
Brandon that a waiting list has 
been kept for some years, and 
it is necessary to apply many 
months ahead in order to obtain 
a calf. Much injury has been 
done the dual-purpose strain by 
the practice of some beef breed­
ers of selling their cull bulls as 
dairy strain. Sometimes mean, 
thin ungainly beef stock have 
been sold as dairy strain, though 
they had no milk production be­
hind them at all. Buyers of dual- 
purpose stock should ascertain 
what the stock they propose to 
buy can do in actual production 
before investing. Dual-purpose 
stock should be of good beef 
type; bulls and heifers should not 
be thin but should show good 
fleshing qualities, though of ne­
cessity heavy milking cows lose 
their flesh to quite a degree. 
There is room in Western Can­
ada for breeders who will intelli­
gently produce dual-purpose cat­
tle of merit. Such stock will 
find a ready market on the mixed 
farms of all the three Prairie 
Provinces.

What Sort of Shelter Shall I 
Provide for Stock?

The question of suitable shel­
ters for stock during winter is 
important from the double stand­
point of cash expenditure for such 
shelter, and the effect of shelter, 
if any, in securing larger gains on 
stock for feed consumed.

Where attempts are made in 
this western country to provide 
shelter for all classes of stock, the 
money expended in buildings 
totals a considerable amount, and 
is withdrawn from the capital 
available for turnover in the stock 
itself. Whether or not stock make 
increased gains with expensive 
shelter is a question asked by 
every beginner, and one which, if 
possible to answer it in the nega­
tive, will make it much easier for 
many people to begin operations 
on a considerable scale with live

For several years horses, par­
ticularly the idle work horses, 
have been wintered in the open at

the Lacombe Experimental Sta­
tion. Certain seasons these horses 
have had access to straw stacks 
and the run of pasture which had 
not been closely eaten the preced­
ing season. In every such in­
stance the horses have done re­
markably well, in most cases 
coming in carrying more weight 
than when turned out in the fall. 
In the winter 1911-12 all the 
htfrses made gains in weight, 
some increasing as much as 70 
pounds during the coldest winter 
months. It is necessary to see 
that water is accessible, and that 
salt is provided at regular inter­
vals. The usual charge made by 
those who take horses for winter­
ing in this way is one dollar per 
head per month, with salt pro­
vided by the owner of the horses.

Even where it is not possible 
to provide for the wintering of 
horses in this manner, it has been 
demonstrated that horses will 
come through in better condition 
by wintering in the open on the 
home farm, sheltered by a bluff 
or corral fence, than if kept in the 
stable continuously or even dur­
ing the night time only. With 
prairie hay valued at $5.00 per 
ton and grain at one cent per 
pound, the cost of wintering dur­
ing one of the most extreme 
winters that have been experi­
enced, in the Lacombe district, 
has been 11.47 cents per day per 
horse. Every horse included in 
this test made an increase of 
weight, and went into spring 
work with more vigor and life 
than those few horses which were 
kept in the stable r.nd worked 
lightly during the winter.

Experiments have also been 
conducted at Lacombe to deter­
mine the relative economy of 
gains as between steers fed for 
beef in the open, sheltered by a 
corral fence, and in comfortable 
barns. The average results of 
these tests for two years indicate 
a saving in the feed cost of pro­
ducing beef of $2.84 per head, in 
favor of outside feeding. This 
figure does not take into consider­
ation the extra labor involved in 
inside feeding nor the interest on 
the money invested in buildings.

Nature provides beef cattle in 
this country with a heavy under­
coat. and since the climate is not 
moist, cattle are able to stand tbe 
colder temperatures in the open 
better than the warm, moist air 
of the barns, no matter how well 
ventilated. Cattle are itchy and 
restless for a month to six weeks 
after first being stabled, whereas 
in the open they continue to 
thrive from the beginning.

Feed is economized by the use 
of feed racks, which hold a load of 
hay at a time. These feed racks 
are six feet wide by thirty-two 
feet long, posts seven feet apart. 
A two by six-inch stringer on its 
edge is run along the centre of the 
rack 22 inches from the ground.

ALPHA
mjt

—the Engine that takes the 
work out of farmwork

An Alpha will saw more wood in a day than you can «aw hy hand in a j

It will pump water all day long without watching.
It will run your separator, churn or washing machine.
It will run a thresher, feed cutter, or silo filler.
There will not be a day when you cannot find some way in which your | 

Alpha will save tiro- money and labor for you.
Owning an Alpha is cheaper than hiring someone vise's engine. The | 

money you now have to pay out for engine hire when you need power, and I 
the greater amount of work you could do if you had an engine of your own I 
would soon pay the cost of an Alpha.

The Alpha is a simple, powerful engine that will give you more reliable 
service and cause you less trouble than any other engine you can buy.

Ask for catalogue, prices and complete Information. Made In eleven 
sises, Î to IS H P. Each furnished In stationary, semi-portable oi 

portable style, and with hopper or tank cooled cylinder.

THE DE LAVAL COMPANY, Ltd. |
LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF DAIRY SUPPLIES IN CANADA.
Sole manufacturera in Ceneda of the famous De Laval Cream Separators 
end Ideal Green Feed Slloe. Alpha Gas Engines, Alpha Churne and 

Butterworkere. Catalogues of any of our lines mailed upon request.

MONTREAL PETERBORO WINNIPEG VANCOUVER
50,000 BRANCHES AND LOCAL AGENCIES THE WORLD OVER

Best ANTI FRICTION

BABBITTS
ON THE MARKET

With forty years' experience in manufacturing alloys for all classes of machinery, 
the HOYT METAL CO. has evolved two alloys which are unsurpassed by anything 
of the kind now in use.

HOYT'S NICKEL GENUINE Babbitt is especially designed for h' vy duty 
gas tractors.

HOYT'S FROST KING Babbitt is especially designed for threshers, separators 
and stationary engines of all classes.

If your dealer does not carry these metals in stock, send your order direct to us.
In order to insure prompt delivery, send postal money order.

Nickel Genuine Frost King
Less Ihan 31 lbs...................JIM per Ih. Less than SI Ills................ 41c per lb.
Il Hi. box............................. lie per lb. 31 lb. box.......................... 87c per Ih.
SI lb. box...................... lie per lb. 61 lb. box........................... ISc per lb.

Delivered to your nearest express or post office station.

Hoyt Metal Co. ealetw?snstreet d Toronto
FACTORIES—London, Eng.; Toronto. New York and St. Louie.

1L BO,

There’s full generous weight in every ton of the 
economical, slow-burning KSNG coal. Place your 
order now. Prompt delivery guaranteed.

THE CARDIFF COLLIERIES, LIMITED
EDMONTON, ALT*.


