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The following ideas of Dr. MeArthor Cmeern-
ing the order of religions sorvices s the
tendencies of the tines I any ol onr rend
have aty criticisms 10 pass upon wiat he s
the columns of this paper are open foi them,
would like tw hear from some of onr brethren
what they have to say about it Enirox.

Improved Services

By Robert Stuant MacArthnr

Some Baptist ehurchies g evly nead a more
stately, ornate, reverent and seriptuzad form of
public worship.  The devotional dlement, in
many churches, onght to be more fully emphas.
ized. It is easy o see that some religions bodies
which hitherto have had elalorate forms of
public service are tendit g toward gre der sime
plicity. It is equally easy to see that those
which have been characterized by extrome sim-
plicity are tending toward greater fulness aud
tichness in their services, Hoth tenden ivs are
full of hope; both tendencies ought to have full
tiberty,  There are Baptist ehurches which are
.80 ritnalistic as ta prefer their old, harren and,
to many, unattractive services,  These chuyrehos
are pitifully ritvalistic.  Rituatism is the strict
observance of preserited forms m religion,  *§ e
forms may be traditional in origin; avd they iy
be plain, barren and even uncouth i character
The ritualism is in the strtct observance of the
prescribed form, not in the character of tne form
itself.  No Roman nor Anglican church is more
rigid in its form of worship than are certain
Baptist, Presbyterian and other churches.

Bapt'st churches desiving a ticher service bave
the righi to resent the attempted lordship of
these ultra conservative churches over the free-
dom in worshiping God, which the progressive
churches are seeking. Who has a right to add
to our Counfession of Faith an article which in-
sists on the infallibility and inspiration of certain
persecuting Puritans in all matters of public
worship?
Lord’s Prayer in their services. They considercd
the chanting o1 the responsive reading of the
Psalms as savoring of papicy or some other form
of ap stasy. We are surprised that any one
should think that the honoring of God's word in
public service should be considered as partaking
of the abomina ions of the **Scarlet woman''!
If anythig is cle. r from the word of God itself,
it is that the responsive reading, or antiphonat
chanting was the manuer in which some of its
inspired writers used it in the public worship of
God. We who desire deeper reverence in our
services are quite willing that those who so pre-
fer should cling to their barren forms, even
though we may regret their ritualistic spirit,
But we object to their endeavors to restrict the
liberty of those who are freer than they from
ritualisni, those who desire to give variety,
warmth, color and scripturalness to the public
worship of God. Why should these brethren be
charged with being innovators and “‘apists’'?
Why should their efforts after a fuller participa-
tion on the part of all the people in the public
worship their desire for greater spirituality and
scripturalness, be sneered at as dilettant.ism?

Vigor of invective these critics mistake for
strength of argnment; bitterness of critici-m they
mistake for luyalty to truth. They ¢ mspicuon .«
ly illustrate the very sin which chey uncharitably
charge upon others. In the name of what they
claim to be Baptistic they would force vpm us
what is neither Baptistic nor scriptural. s it
Bapt stic to ma ‘e the example of certain Puritaus,
instead of the v Testament the rule of our
faith and jracti. ;. What right have these men
to place tradition before Scripture? In the
authority of God’s word Baptists believe with all
their hearts: but to the teaching of an often
narrow and bigoted tradition they attach no im-
portance whatever. To the law and the te.ti-
mony—this is our appeal. The real question is
what do the Scriptures enjoin, forbid or permit
as to public womgip? To ask anv other ques-
tion, to attempt to decide the matter on any
other basis, is unworthy of a Baptist. But the
moment the question is asked these self-consti-

They rigidly excluded the use of the |
At | to take the example of David, of prophets. of

apostles and of the Lord Himeelf, rather llh;g!l
the traditi ns of the Puritans, as our anthority in
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tuted consors of their brethren are condmened,
for the Noew ‘Pos ament is nearly silent on the

question. and poriidis the largest Blerty to the |

peopls ol God

b the Tivde that it does sav, it is at variance
with the censors  Our Lord  Hineelt
CAfer this manner, therefore, prav ye,” bt the
UL 0TS After this gianney, thovelne pray
dewol M S A whien thiey had sung o livmn *
Cthatisvirtnally woen they had clanted a psalm)
Ythey went one'; hut the censnrs sav that chinte
ing a psabin, or eve
vitualism of the mat objectinnabl. type,
way celebrate the hirty of Washington, Lot not
the hirth of onr Lot may o'scrve the an-
wversary of out count independonee but not
the anviversary of our Loud's reswinectitm; we
may decerate with flo ers (he graves of onr

)

Cnation,s dead, bt not the owse of Gald; we may

fill vur Lonses with yugs from Baghestan, and
pottery from Japan. and works of amt and bric a-
brae from the faur guarters of heaven until they
e ablaze with color and beanty, hut we mast

wor aip God in barnlike stiucinres devoid of |3, d | ' §

 Fash, Wetmore, Rideout, Freeman, Ree, F. 8.
 Todd and Bro. Mallory,
cand Smith being called awar to attend we dings
ban extra mmonnt of work fell wpon tie remain-

beamty, and in o coromuny as “unereal and

Catstere as we et ke it

Dacs aovhiots b leve that we please God
hetter by making His house and s worship
rege Hent than by making both eheerfol and
tractive 2 We repudiate this ecnsorship. We
as et our liberty: we dopise this traditionalism
and rituali-m. The man who insists on these
forms handed down to us from Puritanic times
is weder the hondage of a pitiful formalism. A
Baptist ehurel shonld refuse to cuter into or to
a cept such bondagevven for an hour,  Sha'l we,
as severely orthodox Baptists emce did eschew
singing of any kind?  Shall we, 25 some Preshy.
terians still do, vehemently protest against organs
as inventions of the devil?  Are our children
ritualists and “apists’” when in Sunday schools
they read the Bible responsively and recite in
coucert the Lord's Prayer?  Where wonld these
cneors have us stop?  Some of us will continue

ublic w rship. We shall strive to make the
serviee s of God's house rich, deep, seriptural and
We shall homor CGod's word rather
than the traditionalism of dead Puritans to whan
Baptists owe but little love and we reverence.
We wear robes on baptismal occasions. s it
sinful for the pastor and the choir to wear robes
on other o ions of public worship?

New York,

Notice.

We are sending out addressedi envelopes in
some of the papers of this issue to those of our

i subseribers who are behind time with their pay-

ments for the paper, and hope they will nse them
at once in sending in remittances.  You will see
dates on your pap-r, or on the wrapper ot it to
which your last payment was made, or where no
payment is made it is the date when you began
taking the paper, and fifty cents a year from
that date is what you uow owe. Please be
pompt,

Any one who will subscribe for the Homgr
M1 SION JOURNAL at any time from now until
next Dec. will get all the papers from Sept. 1st
until Jan. 1905 for 50 cents—one year's price of
the paper, sixteen months in all.  We have back
numbers from Aug. 27th and can supply any
new subscribers with them.  Now please send in

Address J. H. Hoghes, Cunard St.,, Notth
End, St. Join N. B,

s rending 1t antiphonally, is |
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Carlecton and Victeria Quarta.ly.

The above named quarterly m=t with the
Baptist cliwreh at Lower Wakefield on Tuesday
Pl & and 9, On Tuesday
' & Pastors were present, Revs, Z. L.
Fash. J. L. Wetmore, 8. 8, Freeman, C. N.

Barton, CFL Rideont (Lic) and W. H. Smith.

H

Cpreached an mspiring scinem from the words,
Com . o2

- “The righteous shall {1

‘ your names with address and fifty cents, and take |
| advantage of this liberal offer.

, We were pleased to Lave with us for two sessions
our general missionary,

v Revo A H Hayward
whose words in missionary discussions are always
helpal, and Rev, F. 8. Todd. The sessions
re most firtingly begon by a devotional service,

4 dcd by pastor Wetmore,  The remainder
first session was made not only interesting
hut instroctive by reports fromour Home Mission
wark in the Quarterly and from churches repre-
sented,  Jo the evening a lelptul missionary
sormon was preached by Rev, B, 8§ Ereeman.
The Wednesday morning s ssion w s opened by

Cdevotionad exercises, aftec which a pap 1 pre-

pated by Rov. W, H. Smih on the suhject,
The Pastor as a Man,'* was read, which evoked
a hively discussion participated in by Pastors

Pastors Fash, Barton

iny visiting pastor, Rev, B. S Froeman, Being
called upon in the afternoon hie taught an inter-
esting 8. 8. fesson, and agan i the evening he

wrish as the palm tree."
An after service led by Pastor Wetmore brought
0t close a helpiul Ouarterly,

Rev. W. H. Ssrrn, Sec'y.

Fad ! But Wealth
How oft we think—had 1 but wealth
Then would I make the poor rejoice,
In all sood works my band you'd see
Aud eyvery wanderer's friend 1'd be,
Had I but wealth,

And yet 'tis love the world doth lack,
Not gola; "vis hearts and souls that starve,
Should we then say—had 1 but gold,
When "tis but wealth of love untold

The world doth lack?

Then rather say—had we such love

As doth a brother's burdens share

Naught else we lack, but such a choice

Aud ¢'en the angels would rejoice
Had we such love.

Then let us pray-—give us that love
Which in the Saviour's heart did burs;
Eor it all else we will resign,
We would be wholly, truly “Thine;

Give usthat love.

The fouttaia of content mast spring up in the

| mind; and he who has so little knowledge of
| human nature as to seck happiness by changing

anything hut his own dispositions, will waste his
life in fruitless efforts and multiply the griefs
which he purposes to rentove.—S. Joknson.

Look for beauty in commonest things and in
commonest persons; it belongs only to those who
find it and has value beyond that of gold. This
scarch will not interfere with duty, but may soften
its asperities, for a beautiful life is the choicest
blossom of a dutiful one.—Aunie H. Ryder.

A mind busy with good thoughts will have no
time to spare to evil suggestions,
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