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In refpea to the firft propofition, whether a Negro

can, in this Province, be a Slave, I would juft oblcrvc,

that fuch a queftion has never yet come dirctf^ly before

any of the Courts of Wcftminfter-Hall. I fay dircd-

Jy, bccaufe it certainly has fcveral times come before

them in a collateral way, as I Ihall take occufion, in a

fubfequent ftage of the prefent inquiry, more particu-

larly to remark. It is to the ftatute Law of the Mother-

country, I prefume, that ve are principally to look .'jr

a folution of this very interefting qucftion. And when

we come to recur to th" original Charter conftituting

the African Company, the feveral Royal confirmations

of it, the feveral Proclamations to fecure the exclufive

trade againft interlopers, and'particularly the 23. Geo.

2. (whi1:h latter lets in all his Majefty's fubjeas, with-

out exception, to an equal participation in the African

trade we Hiall be at a lofs to difcover a' ; legal grounds

fat fuppofing Negroes, who aft conftantly mentioned

as Slaves, not to Ix; truly and Jegally fuch.

In the ninth of the privileges granted by this fame

original Charter, which was made by Charles the Se-

cond, in the year 1661, Negroes are exprefsly named

as one article of exclufive traffic. And why a Negro,

fo made an article of traffic, fhould not be as much
the property of a Company trader, as Oflrich Feathers,

Indigo, or Gold Dull, is an enigma which I am unable

to unravel.

The Preamble of the 23. Geo. 2. recites, " that the

•' trade to and from Africa, being very advantageous

" to Great Britain, andne^eflary for the fupplyin^ the

" Plantations and Colonies belonging thereto, with a

" fufficient number of Negroes, at reafonable rates,

** ought to be free and open to^ his Majefty's fubjeas."

And accordingly the trade was made free and open by

an enatting claufe of the fame act.

Under the latitude of this and other aiSls it was* that

the


