
" Such, then, \H thf hfiiclitial opi'mtiDM ol' otir hunk-
" rupt ordiimun' wJh'H inli-rprctcd iin m irciifinl Mmiknipl
" Law, Mol liiiiiti'd ill its optTiitioii to out- purticulnr rhiss

" ol dfhts, \m\ ('iiibrjK'iiiii' nil dchts (Miuiilly. whether
" contriiettMl helore or niter its eiiii.tineiil, whih' it. lit the
•' Mame lime, neeiires the more (•||'eri\iiil way oriitlniiimeiit

" of the two ' oiitiiiiiiil (il)je. ts of ii r.,inkriii>t I.nw -tlie
" ecpiitahh- disl rihiil ioii of the ell'ccts of tin- debtor
" amoMffst his erediiors, inid the ndiet'ol' the union umite.
" thoun'h d»'8ervinn' dehtor.

" So h)ii<i- as a (le})t(ir has his estate in liis own hands.
•' his own hands, he i. 'ed not despair ; his I'rieiids, to

" siijiply a (leliciency. ina; eonie to his assistanee ; his
" <'re(litf>rs may accept a compromise ; or he may, hv
" some i'ortnnate s])eiuIatioii. iiicrcase his means, so as to
•' meet tlie demand ol' his creditors ; h\\\ no situation in

this life can he more utterly hoi)eless. or more deservinsf
" of commiseration, than that ol an honest dehtor, who,
" after havinii' been divested hy law of every vestiucof his
' property, is cast upon the world, destitute of all means.
" hut still exi)osed to the rjaims of unrelenliny rreditors,

" or i)Ossil)ly with aj'udsjrment hunj? a))out his neck for
'• forty years of his lifetim*'."

The public have now th;- views of two diamelrnally
opposite minds before them ; the mercantile mind, forti-

fmd by years of exi)erience, in the letter of " Merchant,"
and the emin(>ntly practised and trained legal mind,
above (quoted. Opposed to this, what have we ! Mr.
Colby and Mr. Hourassa, both men representinir consti-

tixeucie.s, that can neither be reaarded as centres of trade,

nor likely to furnish a very extended practice to their

legal luminaries
; in fact, both these gentlemen show

that their repeal of the law proceeds from the same poijil


