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wretched position occupied by the great masses of the 
people, then groaning under the weight of that yoke 
which has since been removed, stirred the heart of 
Russian society with a thrill of generous horror and 
sympathy; and the effect thus produced was all the 
more permanent inasmuch as it was attained by thor
oughly legitimate means. Far from exaggerating the 
ills of which he wrote, or describing them in sensational 
and declamatory language, he treated them in a style 
that sometimes seemed almost cold in its reticence and 
freedom from passion. The various sketches of which 
the volume was composed appeared at intervals in a 
Russian magazine, called the Contemporary (Sovre- 
mcnnik), about three-and-twenty years ago, and were 
read in it with avidity; but when the first edition of 
the collected work was exhausted, the censors refused 
to grant permission to the author to print a second, and 
so for many years the complete book was not to be 
obtained in Russia without great difficulty. Now that 
the good fight of emancipation has been fought, and the 
victory — thanks to the present Emperor—has been 
won, M. Turguenief has every reason for looking back 
with pride upon that phase of the struggle; and his 
countrymen may well have a feeling of regard, as well 
as of respect, for him—the upper classes as for one who 
has helped them to recognise their duty, the lower as 
for a very generous supporter in their time of trouble.

M. Turguenief has written a great number of very 
charming short stories, most of them having reference 
to Russia and Russian life ; for though he has lived in 
Germany for many years, his thoughts, whenever he 
takes up his pen, almost always seem to go back to his 
native land. Besides these, as well as a number of 
critical essays, plays, and poems, he has brought out 
several novels, or rather novelettes, for none of them 
have attained to three-volume dimensions. Of these, 
the most remarkable are the one I have now translated, 
which appeared about eleven years ago, and the two 
somewhat polemical stories, called Fathers and Children


