
i8 SERBIA: A SKETCH
soldiers. Against the Turks were drawn
up tiie full strength of Serbia, Albania,
and Bosnia.

There on the field of Kossovo, the
•'field of blackbirds," June 15, 1389, was
fought one of the decisive battles of
history. It was a bitter defeat for Serbia,

though as many Turks as Serbs perished
on the field. On the eve of the battle

Murat I had been assassinated. The
brave Lazar with the flower of the
Serb nation lay dead — Lazar first made
prisoner, then beheaded. Of all Serbian
rulers, the memory of Lazar was held the
dearest. "A pious and generous prince,

a brave but unsuccessful general."

There was no longer any question as

to supremacy in t'.j BaLan Peninsula.

The independence of Serbia and the
liberties of all the smaller states were
now the property of the unspeakable
Turk.

Lazar, it is said, was warned of his fate

by a letter from Heaven even before the
battle, but he still went forward to fight


