
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS AND EXPLANATIONo
By Sir SanJforJ Flemnifr.

When the delegation of the IJo.-inl of Trade .vaited on His Excellency
recently, at Government House, the President in his uddress alhidetl to the r-

reachinfi importance of the resolution adopted Ijy the assembled Prime Ministers
at the final meeting of the Imperial Conference, last summer, in London and
pointed out that there could be no more fitting corollary to theconcludi 4 act
of the Conference tlian the establishment of a complete globe-girdling circle of
telegraph cables such as the Hoard advocates.

His Excellency replied in a sympathetic and extremely encouraging manner.
My own efforts, as a member of the Hoard were alluded to by His Excellency
most kindly, and if I may, with due respect, venture to say so, perhaps in too
flattering terms. It is true that my life to a large extent has been spent in
furthering the establishmer.t of national works of inter-communication, and thus
promoting by practical means the consolidation of the Empire; but I can lay no
claim to b^ more than an admirer, in some respects possijjly a very unble
imitator, of such far-seei.ig men as Rowland Hill, who r^ave to the United King-
dom the inestimable boon of a cheap ar 1 efficient postal service, and of Hennikcr
Heaton, wh.) has laboured so long and so assiduously, and who, among other
things, has bt a so largily instrumental in extending the benefits of penny postp-;o
to the whole /-npire. Moreover, I cannot too strongly emphasize the fact that
the credit of what has been accomplished through the instrumentality- of Canada
is very largely due to the warm co-operation and constant interest of tlr.- Board
of.Trade of the City of Ottawa.

Since His Excellency received the delegiition from the Hoard of Trade,
Rudyard Kiplpg has been amongst us and has got very near to the hearts of all

true . .nadians. He has inspired us wHh a broade- sense of kinship to the thous-
ands and millions of our fellow-citizens the world ver, who like ourselves arc
consciously or unconsciously building up a greiit twentieth century Empire.
This SLer, with vision sweeping the Empire's bounds, and with supreme faith in
the future, told us that the young communities of British motherhood, the young
nations separated only by the seas, and of whicli Canada is regarded as the fore-
most ,

'
ist ever look f( nvard, keeping always in sight the proper pat h to follow and

holding in memory the best traditions of their race.

The Bishop of London has likewise visited us. He told us that he had
charge of the h .rt of the Empire, and he brought us the message that those in
the heart of the Empire are proud of the Dominions over-seas. He remolded
us, however, that great thir"s are expected of us, as members of the family of
British nations developing into a new Empire of peace; and that if we are true
to our heritage, this new and greater British Empire would prove a beneficient
giftto the world. '
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