
CATHOLIC RDUOATION

cnnditlofiK have paNf-. awtty, thr

pnptilatltin is e<iinpiirativvl> denw—
tn otherH, it in Rparw and iicatter«d.

Thn Tttihol lo nf ranuda number
about 11 per nnt o( ttie whole
piMtple. 'I'hev, too, are spread
throiiKhoiit all lU ninu provinces.

In onlv oin- province—(Quebec—are
they ilic majority. There their

RtrenKth i** overwbelminK. In the

other elKht provinces CathollcR are

the minority. Lilie you we ha*e
racial and rcllKloua difllcultieK ()»r

population has been drawn Irum

many sourtx>R and we are confronted,
especiallv in the West, by u problem
or asHlinilation not unlike your own.

In Kastern Canada conditionH are not

dissimilar to those which obtain in

older countries; in the newer por-

tions o( tlip West the struKtcle of life

Is more strenuous. The pioneer ds

little time to devote to nrlniP.ry, and
none to K've to higher, or even to

secondary education. You will there-

fore readily appre^'iate that the sub-

ject of Catholic education in Canada
embraces a wide field—a field which

it would be dilAcult, if not Impnn-
slble, to cover tonight. Perhaps for

this reason—perhaps because those
rp!ipon»iblc for this evening's pro-

gramme thought that as a lawyer I

would be more at hor e in that

branch of the subjecl—I have been

asked to speak to you not upon Ca-
tholic education in Cwiada generally

and at large, but upon f'atholic edu-

cation in Canada in Its relation to

the civil authority.

Let me premise by explaining that

as a member of a C(nirt, which ir the

past has been, and in the future 'May

be, called upon to deal with ques-

tions affecting the constitutional

rights of minoritieii in educational
matters, I must ask you to excuse

me if I refrain from dit^usfiing prob-

lems which may present themselves
for future adjudication and also from
expresHint; any opinion upon the at-

titude and the conduct of political

parties in recent years upon certain

ph;ises of these questions. I shall

confine my remarks to a resume of

the development of the conditions in

regard to Catholic education which
now obtain in each of the provinces,

of the couFiie which our lexisiation

has talccn anu of the dilTieultiPs

which our Catholic people have en-

countered, merely glanciag at the

legal and political Hlrugglrs through
which the) huve paRsed I (ear 1

mutt to H(»me extent enter Int*

tails which may not l>e oi triim

dent Interest; I nhall euileavor i..

to do so at greater length than in ne

cessarv to urrsent mv suhiect clear-

ly and intelllKlbly. My objert mIihII

be to make plain to jou whut Ima

been In tite past, and what in to day,

the attitude of the civil authority in

each of the provinc(>R of the IHimlii-

ton of CVinada towards Catholic etlu-

catlon.
Under the constitution of the I'nit-

M States the legistativo powers ol

vhe Federal Congress are delined. The
residuum of legislative jiiriNtltction

remains vested In the Stati* Legis-

latures. In this t,v-!iiduurii is included

the control of education, \ hich is

therefoi:c with you purely a domeRtic
matter In each State of the I'nlon.

!n Canada under the ImiH*rial British
,

North Anirrica Art nf imi7 defin-

ed subjects of legislation are as-

signed, some tc the Kei -ral l>arlia-

ment and others to the Provincial

Legislatures, but the residuum of

legislative jurisdiction is conferred

upon the Dominion Parliament,

where, as sometimes happens, the

subjects of Dominion and Provincial

legistnttve authority overlap, a Pro-
vinclu.1 I-^islature may pasn valid

legislation if It finds the field nunc
cupied. But here the federal juris-

diction is paramount anil a stAtuto

of the Dominion Parliament, whenev-
er enacted, prevails over and super-
sedes provincial legislation "in pnri

materia." This distribution of legis-

lative powers elTected bv sections hi

and 92 of the Britisb North Americn
Act was intended to he exliaustivr,

except upon one subject—that of edu-
cation—which wa:> deen!<?d so import-
ant and so delicate that it was
separately and specially dealt with
in the !>.1rd section. This stction

reads as follows:
"03 In and f(tr each Province the

Legislature may exclusivelv make
laws in relation to education, sub-
ject and according to the following
provisions:

"(1) Nothing in any such law shall

prejudicially affect anv right or
privilege with respect to denomina-
tional schools which any class of per-

sons have by law In the Province at
the Union.


