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What do you say to students who aren’t
Dlanning on voting at all, to convince

them that they sbould come out and vote .

Jor you? ¥ people aren't voting, that means
that the Student Union has not made itself
relevant to their lives. That is the true mark

of success or failure. When I'was president

at STU, I was proud that during my two
years, voter turnout increased from 13%
10 41%. To students not planning to vote,
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1say — please look at the ideas I have to make
the Student Union matter to more students. I
think you will find something there you'll care
about.

There’s no easy way to fight apathy, ex-
cept with ideas that make a real difference. 1
think my platform makes a good start.

What one issue do you feel is the most
important for the studeni union to tackle
next year? I'll give you two: one on campus,
one off-campus.

On campus, I believe that helping stu-
dents cut through the red tape that screws
us over is important.

Off campus, stopping cuts to post-second-
ary education. This year, as Chair of the New
Brunswick Student Alliance, which repre-
sents students at all universities in the prov-

serve education funds, freeze tuition fees and
student debt, and offer work experience to
students while saving the government
money. I will work to get more politicians to
endorse the plan and to mobilise public
opinion against the cuts.

What is your position on the CFS referen-
dunm issue? This is a question I have 2 unique
perspective on, because I was National Chair
of CFS for two years before coming to law
school at UNB. 1 always told people to stay
in CFS for two reasons — it did good lobby
work and it was democratic.

These things aren't true any more, It is
hard for me to say after putting 5 years of
my life into CFS, but there is only one way
10 take students’ voices back from the Ot-
tawa elite who have hijacked them. Sadly,
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What did you do on National Student
Strike day? 1 went to Shippagen where I spoke
to a group of 400 Acadian students about al-
ternatives to the Axworthy cuts. Then I came
back to Fredericton and prepared for town hall
meetings on the issue at UNB and STU.

I must say, however, that I was also in-
volved in the October protest during the
Cretien visit that got national media atten-
tion, and appeared on Canada AM and other
national media to promote the 10,000 stu-
dent rally in Ottawa on November 16th
against the cuts, I appeared before the Par-
liamentary Committee to offer alternatives
to the government plan, and have met with
50 MP’s this year to promote the NBSA alter-
native plan. I find it odd that this question
focuses on only one day of a yearlong fight
just because the CFS office in Ottawa said

ince, Thelped develop a plan that would pre-

that means voting NO to CFS.

s0. The student unions here started fighting

the government’s plan since July, months
before it was even announced.

Why are you worth your bonorarium? |
spent 3 years on the STU executive, includ-
ing time as President. I am currently head of
the provincial student union. Tve been head
of a national student union. I get re-clected
because in every job I've put in long hours
and gotten real results. Elect me and 1 will
do it again.

meldmw;wrpommm
as an advocate for students at UNB? At UNB
the key is to find new ways of getting sti-
dents’ input and then going to bat for them,
Advocacy also means setting up services that
tangibly affect students’ lives. After six years

in student politics at all levels, I know how

to speak up to get those things done.

Vice-President (External Affairs)

What do you say to students who
are not planning on voting at all, to
convince them that they sbould come
out and vote for you? What it boils
down to s that you have 2 huge stake
in your own education. The Student
Union is the officially recognized or-
ganization which exists to represent

your voice and ensure that your stake

is protected. Through the § 225.00
you pay every year, the Student Un-
ion provides a health plan, a range of
services, representation at the local,
provincial and national level and
membership in national student or-
ganizations. What all this means is
that Coundil has power that will, in
one way or another, affect your life.
By voting, you are ensuring that the
person elected represents your views
—in other words, you are making the
Student Union Council accountable
to its membership. By voting for me
in the upcoming election and
through participation in the public is-
sue forums Iwill be holding if elected,
ternatives T am proposing are repre-

What do you see as the most im-
portant function of the position that
you are running for? The most im-
portant function of the Vice-Presi-
dent (External Affairs) is to ensure
that an education at UNB remains
accessible to all. If elected, my first
priority would be to ensure that the
provincial government freeszes tui-
tion at its current level. This is no
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same his year

:mid\benhwkﬁmmmm!y~ will be my
~ mary focus as V.P, External. e

What is your position on the CFS referendum issue? 1tis no
secret to anyone who has read the Brunswickan this term that
Tam opposed to our continued membership in CFS and am 2
leading member of the “No Side” in the coming referendum,

What did you do on National Student Strike day? The day
of the National Student Strike was 2 busy one for me. As the
Union's Vice-President (University Affais), I was busy organ-
izing a boycott of the strike on behalf of Student Unions across
the country which objected to the means used by CFS and the
International Socialists in their self-declared “Day of Action”,
What spare time I had that day I spent organizing the Cana-
dian Academic Round Table (CART) conference and the found-
ing conference for CASA, both of which I co-hosted here in

Why are you worth your bonorarium? In 2 word: experi-
ence. In the past, Thave worked for the Brunswickan and the

Yearbook, was Student Publications Editor and was a member i

of Council as a Science Representative., Tbuehumyws,:

have served two terms as VP (University Affairs), am presently

finishing a two—year seat on the UNB Fredericton Senate and
am' nearing the end of a one~year seat on the UNB Board of
Governors. Iknow the campus, I know the issues and I know
how to go about doing the job. In terms of experience in
External Affairs, I was UNB's delegate to the conference which
founded CASA, organized a national boycott of the Student
Suﬁnc,havebecnacdvcindedingwnhcns,lmcam

track—record of support for CFS-Services (the separately in- -

corporated company which provides us with Travel CUTS,
SWAP, the health plan, eic) and have been active in planning
CASA's national “Real Choices” campaign. I'm worth my hono-
farium because I can combine UNB specific experience with a
fresh understanding of how the external portfolio works,
brining to it new ideas and enthusiasm.

How would you use your position to act as an advo-
cate for students at UNB? Across Canada? Further to
[the advocacy function which I have already discussed], I
see 2 great deal of work for my position in terms of serv-
ing as an advocate for students who want to appeal their
student loans for a re-assessment. My position is thus a
mix of advocacy for all students and for specific students’
problems here at UNB.

for you?

into the decision.

making processes which affect us are very limited, An clection is the

- even which guarantees that the will of the majority is exercised. T not
‘vote, due either to indecision or apathy is to reject this right. If elected,

1 hope to base my decisions on the will of the people informed on the
ﬁmaﬁm.ihopcwbcammenuﬁvc;notwmkede&ionsforthg
student body but rather to enact the decisions which they have made.
Ncwseamdwmmlymisﬂmqhmedemﬂpmm,
dﬁsdoesmmmﬂlylnvembedlemlhopewwmkw
with students to change the current system. .

mmmdomfedkibcmﬁwmﬁrdnm esented UN

union to tackle? From the standpoint of someone hoping to repre-

sent the university externally in the coming year, 1 fecl that the most
hnpanmlmenmwddwnhlschcmming@mm.
Wiﬂlhnpcn&tcdumcommglndwwayanedum&onkﬁmmd

itis extremely important that students have a voice. We must deter

mine which of the two student organizations best performs this task.
wdmumam:mmmﬁnmﬁmboowd;kimwe

mustmtoadedﬂon.muslwpcﬁmmete&rmdummm itw

what is best for this university.

WdommmtthMoﬂbeme b'

are running for? Clearly, the most important role of VP External
Affairs is to guarantee that the students of UNB have 4 voice in those
issues which affect them, Representing the will of our student body
zway&omd;efriwdiyeonﬁnuofdusampusiswhaublspmm
was created to do. VP External must be on guard for events which
will impact on this school and be prepared to deal with them in 2

What is your position on the CFS referendum issue? 1 feel that the CFS
is an organisation which, despite its best intentions, has lost touch
Mhmmmhmwmmmum
port for that ocganisation. The CF has not had 2 representative in the
New Brunswick/PEI region for this entire school year - how can such a
bodydalmmbcmmmdwﬁmdaﬂmmbcm?mnmsdy,
dnCASAaoﬂ“ussuadentsanoduopﬁ«ml‘oundedunthcmlazkaof
d\cCFS.!sinabcaerposiuonmwryourwewsonvod\cgmm
ment. On referendum day, I encourage all students to cast aside the
CFS and move on to a future as a founding member of the CASA.

Wbym;mumbmbmomia?lfedthmnmyﬁrsuwoywsat
this institution 1 have dedicated many hours to making it a better place
mlivclhmmvedtwomondxmcxumeﬂouscmm

this being a problem I do intend to put
my position on Student Union fiest.

quainted with the people holding the:
VP External positions at both Mount
Allison and the University of Alberta;
Thope, through interaction with them
and others to better understand the
concerns of all students, not just
those in Fredericton. The better one
understands someone’s views, the
better they can represent those views
to others. I'will fight for what students
deserve, for what studeats need, not
just at UNB but across Canada,




