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Library faces cutbacks

Lack of funds is digging deep
into the Harriet Irving Library.

This year's library book
budget was frozen at
$1,034,400 yieiding a loss of 30
per cent in aguisition purchas-
ing power. Staffing cuts are
also crippling the library.
There was a loss of 16 fuil time
equivalent positions this year,
and more are looming for next
year if the funding situation is
not remedied. Chairman of the
UNB senate library committee,
Tony Rhinelander said, “We
must set priorities”, and sug-
gested faculty should toke

Debaters

By RANDY MACDONALD
Brunswickan Staff

“No cempromise; total con-
frontation” - this phrase guid-
ed the actions of the two
members of the UNB Debate
Society as they competed in
the World Debaiing Tourna-
ment held recently at the
University of Toronto.
However, this attitude caused
some hard feelings, and as a
result, many rumors abounded
at the tournament regarding
the team's notoriety.

As far as the team, con-
sisting of John Bosnitch and
John Jerney, was concerned,
their actions were justified.
Both members cited the often
ridiculous debate topics, the
leaning towards pomposity in
debating style, and the too-
frequent “squirreling”’
(twisting the mecning of a
topic. while mainteining the
wording). In one debate, the

* oppenents defined “art” as

“Artificial Respiration Train-
ing."”

The tactics used by the UNB
team ware meant as a means
of waging “psychological war-
fare” against the opposition.
Arriving late, ioud marching
into the debate room, and re-
jection of any attempt to squir-
rel were the most noted
methods.

One particular series of in-
cidents stood out among the
others. On the final day of
competition, the team was
placed against the “swing"”
team (due o there being an
odd number of teams, an ex-
tra, noncompeting team was
tormed for each round) for
both of the day’s rounds. ap-
parently becouse of the team'’s
habit of arriving late. In the
first round, the supposedly im-
partial speaker was cheering
when the members of the sw-
ing team made points. Coupled
with the refusal of the speaker
to make a ruling on points of
order, these events prompted
the UNB team to walk out of
the debate. The subsequent

debate found the team faced

with the same judge from the
previous round. The topic for

salary cuts to keep the library
operating.

As a result of staff cut backs
there were many problems
especially deloys in reshelving
books, phoio copying, and as
weli in the reserve book
department. The subscriptions
fo journals approprietion was
aiso cut by 20 per.ceni. Book
aquisitions were also cut by
more than 3,000 volumes.

Professor Rhinelander
peinted out that the library is
the service used by the
greatest number of students

on campus. Students from al!
faculties will suffer as o result
of library cut backs.

Rhinelander said the UMB
senate turned down o request
to make the library o separate
department, presently classed
with snow-plowing and
bookstore as a support ser-
vice, with special budgetary
status. Rhinelander said the
members of the senate do not
appreciate the problems at the
library and so are unwilling to
make any decisions to help
alleviate the problem.

go for confrontation

the round was “demn the con-
sequences,” and the team us-
ed the topic as a means of air-
ing *heir views on the weeks
events. Bosnitch demanded a
zero for content from any
judge who didn't totaily agree
with his views, and Jerney in a
speech delivered with his back
to the debators, leaning out of
an open window continued the
tirade, ending his speech with
“Damn the goddamn conse-
guences'' and with both
Bosnitch and Jerney walking
out. The judge however had
the last word, us he chased the
team out inte the street
shouting ‘I hope your plane
crashes”.

The persecution of the UNB
team was not just limited to
the debates. After two nights
on the campus the team was
expelied from residence for
being out too late and making
too much noise. (The fact that

UNB research effort enters

A major research effort now
entering its fourth year at the
University of New Brunswick is
making great strides in reduc-
ing the toxic side effects of
digitalis, the most widely-used
drug in the worid for treating
heart failure.

Right now, highly purified
forms of natural digitalis,
marketed under such names as
digoxin and digitoxin, are con-
sistently among the most fre-
quently filled prescriptions at a
typical pharmacy in Frederic-
ton.

But physicians must tread a
very fine line between the
therapeuiic dose and the toxic
dose. Too little digitalis, and
the pumping action of the
heart is not strengthened
snough; teo much, and the pa-
tient's already damaged car.
diac system is further
threatened by irregular heart
rhythm, with other symptoms
like nausea and vomiting.

Although still in the ex-
perimental stage, new
digitalis-like derivatives being
synthesized at the UNB Natural
Products Research Centre have
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there were 15 people in one
room .wasn't considered). The
next step wes to move to
Devonshire (DEVO) House
where the organizers thought
we might fit in. Mistake again.

. . the next move was through
a steam tunnel into another
area of the building's base-
ment. To add insuit to injury
the UNB team was refused the
“priviledge” of taking part in
the party at the end of the
competition.

Despite the rumors, not all
impressions of UNB were bad.
Every teom who debated
against our team commented
n their akove average
bilities, only their attitude,
and their methods wers ques-
tioned. In fcct, the team
received invitaticns from two
universities tc tournaments,
and one was extended
because of the rumors.

been shown to stimulate heart
function with much-reduced
side effects. The compounds
are being developed by
chemist Karel Wiesner with a
team of eight collaborators,
and tested by Dr. Raphael
Mendez at the Institute of Ex-
perimental Cardiology in Mex-
ico City.

With the new compounds, 15
to 50 times the minimum
therapeutic dose must be ad-
ministered to induce irregular
heart rhythm, Dr. Wiesner
reports, while irreguiar
rhythms can resuit from as lit-
tle as one and a haif times the
therapeutic does of digoxin.
The new compounds thus have
a much wider margin of safety.

This rosearch has been sup-
ported by a $40,000 Isaak
Walton Killam Scholarship
from the Canada Council, and
by funds from the Heart Foun-
dation of Canada and the
Matural Sciences and Engineer-
ing Research Council (NSERC).

Improvements on digitalis
were held back for many years
by two factors, Dr. Wiesner
says. First, it was generally

By GORDON LOANE
Brunswickan Stoff

John E. Terry has been nam-
ed the new chairman of the
Maritime - Provinces Higher
Education Commission. The ap-
pointment was announced
Monday by the Council of
Maritime Premiers.

He replaces Dr. Catherine
Wallace who is retiring after
eight years in the pesition.

Currently a senior vice presi-
dent of the College of Cape
Breton in Sydney, N.S., Terry
was formerly principal of the
Nova Scotia institute of
Techology. Prior to that, Terry
spent 16 years with the Domi-
nion Coal Company, Sydney, in
engineering and management
positions. He holds a degree in
engineering and education.

Terry is @ member and
former president of the
Association of Professional
Engineers in Nova Scotia, the
Association of Canadian Com-

Selling

Selling yourself is the key to
getting summer jobs, says Ron
Savage of the campus Canada
Employment Centre.

In many cases, students
haven't the necessary skills or
experience to get a job, so a
positive, friendly attitude and
a smile are essentials. A naat
appearance, with hair in place,
efc., reinforces the good im-
pressiori a pleasant personaii-
ty makes.

Students seeking summer
employment shouid be work-
ing on if right now, thinking
about how they plan to ap-
proach employers, Jackson

believed ihat both the
beneficial and damaging ef-
fects of digitalis were in-
separable, both stemming
from its inhibition of an en-
zyme which regulates sodium
and potassium transport in
heart tissue. And second,
there was no method for syn-
thesizing digitalis which could
be used to quickly and effi-
ciently generate many
derivatives for phar-
macological testing.

Research in the mid-1970's
by Dr. Mendez and others sug-
gested that digitalis was in-
teracting with two separate
receptors in heart tissue, trig-
gering beneficial processes in
one instance and ultimately
damaging processes in the
other.

In 1979, Dr. Weisner's team
was successful in developing
the methodology for fast, effi-
cient synthesis, and to date
they have created some 30
derivatives of synthetic
digitalis. That in itself is a con-
siderable scientific achieve-
ment, Dr. Wiesner says. But
ultimately many hundreds of

| Chairman named] '

munity College Ad-
ministrators, and the Mining
Society of N.S. He served in the
militia for 27 years and retired
in 1973 as commander of the
Cape Breton Militia District,
and is currently honorary col-
onel of the 45th field engineers
squadron in Sydney.

He has served on many
boards, including the Maritime
Provinces Higher Education
Commisison since 1974, the
Maritime Municipal Training
and Development Board, the
Nova Scotia Division of the
Conadian Corps of Commis-
sioners, the Provincial Man-
pow Beard, the Board of
Governors of the College of
Cape Breton and the Nova
Scotia Voluntary Planning
Board.

Terry and his wife . the
former Janet Sue Kallak, their
two sons and two daughters,
will take up residence in
Fradericton later this spring.

is key

said. Students should be mak-
ing contact with companies
they are interested in working
for, letting them know they are
available and telling them
what they can do. Another
coritact should be made after
the exam period is over.
Employment opportunities
are not as good as they have
been in previous years, said
Savage. His office has been
contacted by @ number of com-
panies, most with vacancies
ouviside the Fredericton area.
Beginning April 1, the Canada
Summer Employment Centre
downtown will be placing
students in summer jobs.

fourth year

derivatives must be created
and examined before any drug
company can be sure it has the
optimum new drug, worth risk-
ing tens of millions of dollars
for years of animal and clinical
testing required to put a new
drug on the market.

The next milestone in this
research will be determining
the topology (the shape of the
surface) of the receptors both
for both effects of digitalis
compounds. If the shapes are
different, Dr. Wiesner says, it
will prove beyond a doubt that
the therapeutic and toxic ef-
fects of the digitaiis drugs can
be separcted. And knowing
the exact shape of the recep-
tors for improving heart action
would help Dr. Wiesner to
develop.the ideal molecule to
bond with that site.

Within the next year Dr.
Wiesner expects to have com-
pleted the aspects of this pro-
ject which are suited to univer-
sity research. At least one in-
ternationa! drug company has
already expressed interest in
taking up the digitalis work
where Dr. Wiosner leaves off.




