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The Drama Society Goes

“From The Footlights To The Limelight”
There are probably few clubs on campus that can match the 

variety of the Drama Club, either in their history or in their 
present activity. A charge of long-haired cliquishness sometimes 
arises from the fact that small groups of electricians, carpenters, 
publicizes and, of course, actors must work closely together for 
a couple of months if a slick show is to be produced. But let’s 
just take a look at the records . . .

Engineers may note that the It appears that, unlike the 
1898 show was produced by one Red N’ Black this year, there 
of their professors and all the were no Provincial education of- 
proceeds (perhaps not surprising- ficials backstage in 1916. " A 
ly) went to the Engineering De- Bachelor’s Romance was the play 
partment. Meanwhile Québecans and the University Monthly 
might be interested to know that wrote: “the ladies were voted to 
the 1901 production was Id On be superior to the gentlemen.
Parle Français. Students from The male members . . . feel they 
Woodstock will be surprised to have some excuse since ... the 
learn that in 1902 and 1903 their ladies had been indulging in a 

welcomed presentations stage tonic in preparation for the 
from the society. That was be- event!” It is hardly surprising 
fore American TV, of course. then, when prohibition came a

During the 1907-8 season the few years later, drama went out. tb*11 year work was begun
Ladies Society presented W. S. Again the Monthly wrote that on l^e Drama Hut (which stands 
Gilbert’s Pygmalian and Galatea, “now like most reminders of the next to the Art Centre) so that 
Perhaps it is about time the good old days, drama has taken equipment could be stored pro- 
Maggie Jeaners gave us a revival, its place in the junk heap with perly and so that the organization 

should know that in Crowned Heads of Europe. John could have a base. 1956-57 saw
Dangerous Corner receive an in­
vitation to the Dominion Festival
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Athletes
1924 audiences saw a show sta- Barleycorn and others”
AmaîeurthlAblette Assœiaflon. toto^te !" Edmonton Alerta, following

The records do not show how own xhiS was when Prof Cattley lts success in the Provincial Fes- 
many football jerseys this pro- became director and regular pro- tlv? ' At the DDF the years 
vided ! Finally I wonder how ductions were planned. On Feb- eiëht best amateur plays in Can- 
many chemists realize that the ruary 23, 1933 the headlines of ada are presented.
1931 play saw Dr. Toole conduct tbe Brunswickan read: “Prof Audiences and active member- 
the college orchestra during in- cattiey Confers With Bessbor- ship m the Society began to grow 
termission? Yes, the society has ough< The latter who was then >" the following year when Jour-
had a varied enough history. Governor-General established "CV s Elld f'r.st ,^on the Rcgl,ona 

But to return to the beginning. the Dominion Drama Festival Festival and then received an 
The earliest reference to a play in the same year Before Prof invitation ^°.tfhe Eommion Fes- 
on campus comes in the Umver- cattiey withdrew from active *‘val. in Halifax, Nova scotia. 
sity Monthly during the 1896- membership he presented a tro- An mvitatmn twice m two yea 
97 academic year, though ap- phy to be awarded to the person was an unprecedented honor ^ 
parently drama had existed pre- doing most for the Society during 11 he!ped to pub Î ^
viously. The play College Chums each year. During the 30’s three yet perhaps the most success- 
was held in conjunction with the *t plays and one three act ful drama production to date 
UNB Glee Club as Were all pm- play wasP & usual program per won

ductions at the turn ot tne cen season. tn
;ufy osUs?Dn(orOfev1en0study<) Prof .and *frs .Smeth"st dl" Jhang* thlir ideas about drama 
liked to gossip (or even stuay i rected productions in the mid , k. , ,„n v „n tn «« UDin the library (not quite like the 40,$ At £, same time the So-
Bonar-Law Bennett.) had to com- cle[y was putting a number of . th opening night of
pete with the soetety as it d d > „verV local radieras jggjfg No comS"need' 
its first Show there mdependently P_ey may able d again exactly
0f,ÎSdT,ioC„1Ub,o the library ^s^or'alew^ Kf ATS 5TS

House, the High School, Teach- 1947 that the Society presen- > 1 ,P f , Lture? Thanks to

Church! Today all presentations ^ idea has never been repeated £ exce^ent equipment

Zmtyny^s plays have been
taken to just about every town ggj“ J£,ed drama until his to gTth™Summer" ÏÏÎÜ

• in the province. Recently e duction o{ Golden Boy won p b blefethat the Society will be 
went first, to Edmonton, ^ New Brunswick Festival m Mem Hall, which will

1950. be conveniently close to the stage
ic tan idea amone some Prof Shaw took over as Fac- itseif. Meanwhile, rehearsals are 

- * .iie facuitv that cam- ulty Advisor in the early 50 s. going well for The Summer Of
nustutors *way?^flunked £ ^1953 he was appointed a gov- ^Seventeen, Doll a hard- 
exams That impression could ernor of the Dominion Drama hitting play to be shown in 

easily have sprung from the 1909 Festival. At that time t e V March.
staJL of a Mid-Summer Night’s adopted the policy of producing At present there is only one 
lSeam on the anniversary of a light-hearted play one term problem. After A View From 
Shakespeare’s birthday. That hap- and a serious drama (to be sub- The Bridge last year one Engm- 
Ïns t? be April 23rd! Either milled to the N.B. Festival) the eer wrote to the Brunswickan 

were Infer In those days next. However it was^
or somebody flunked pretty the year 1956-57 that the Society
badly! began to flourish.______________

Shown here are Mike Gordon and May Anne Keith ih a 
from last year's Drama Society production, A View From 

The Bridge. This play, says Mr. Drew, “caused many students 
to change their ideas about drama and Mem Hall began to fill up 
for the shows”.
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BAN-LON dressmaker Vnot until commenting on the fact that he 
had been pleasantly surprised to 
find the play worth seeing. Now 
if too many engineers become 
interested they may point to the 
precedent of 1898 and demand 
that proceeds of The Summer Of 
The Seventeenth Doll be given 
to the Engineering Society! But 
that is something we will have 
to let the 60’s sort out.

You’ll be the pet of the campus 
in this new short-sleeved, fully- 
fashioned Ban-Lon dressmaker 
with its sophisticated v-neck and 
delightful, fancy-trimmed, round 
rolled collar, in the wonder-yarn, 
‘Textralized’, in new opaque ny­
lon, in new “chalk box" colours! 
In fashion’s finest, of fine colours! 
Sizes 34 to 40, price $8.95.
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FOR A QUICK LUNCH . .

Visit Our LUNCHEONETTE FOUNTAIN

KENNETH STAPLES DRUG COMPANY

*63 Engineers
Fredericton’s Musical Headquarters Re-elect

MERRY’S MUSIC STORE 0LAND
to the SRC

Look j or the nameBV8
One of Eastern Canada’s Greatest Music Centres


