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MUSIC IN CANADA
THE ART 0F CLASSIC DANCING.THF, art of Miss Isadora Duncan, who danced in Toronto last week, bas

been the subject of a great deal of discussion. Canadians are particu-

larly intcrested in stage anîd concert dancing, since one of the most

faniotns of thc world's danseuses is a Canadian-Miss Maud Allan-

wvho has beeîî the rage of London for some time. Maud Allan has given bier

views about the historic, rhythnîc art. She bas higb ideals and a few theories.

Site considers herseif an apostie. So also does Miss Duncan. Botb go back to

the Greeks for tbeir moedels. Each considers herseif the superior of the otber.

Whicb is entitled te the palm I don't know, for 1 bave neyer seen Miss

Allan dance. But I bave seen Miss Duncan, of whom mucb bad been said be-

fore she camre to Caniada. A New York musician assured me flot long ago tbat

Miss Duîncan was quecîî of the art.
"Oh! In a class with Maud Allan, I suppose?"
"Shoo! Mauid Alian is not to, be menfioncd in the-sanie day with Miss

D)uncan. Doiî't faul t sec hier. She îs to the art of the dance the whole idea

of Keats' 'Ode to a Grecian Urn."'
Se wben W ,alter Damirosch brought his orchestra, with Miss Duncan as a

solo: st-curious termi!-tbree thousand Toi ontonians went to see. Many said

the audience wotild l>e a me(lCy. It turîîed out to bie very largely a musical

audience. So'nc niay bave goule expecting to be scandalised. They were dis-

appoitited. Miss~ Dunîcan did nctbing that would shock tbe most modest Pris-

cilla. She danced te music; divineiy and poetically. She interpreted Gluck's

Iphigenia after tbe minuter of a miaster. Shte wvas tbe real baton of the orcbes-

tra. Attired in Grecianl robes shte did a variety of dances, none of wbich were

sensatioiîal. but ail highly deligbtful.
Indecd she was the soul and poetry of motion. The dance-well yen were

tiot se înuch conscious of bier dancing, as of tbe fact that by rhythm of the

I ody she expressed first of ail the jey of life such as may te seen in thec paint-

inigs of the Spaniard Sorolla; second the spirit and meaning of the music, with

which she was iin pcrfect synmpathy and which ste must have known by beart.

It was a revelation of visible music. 0f course net ail music can be danced to

suicccssfîiliy thougli I have vivid recollections of a man in Edmonton who on

the floor of a warehouse did a tremrendous jig toi the playing of the Hallelujah

chors-prstisimo!He also was interprcting tbe feeling of the piece, and

I don't know yet wliether bie was irreverent. I don't believe tie was. Listen

to the glerieus sonorities of the Baclb mass in B Minor and see if you don't

feel that tbe marvelous interweavings and figurations of the mnelodîc harmonies

are a hugye stately danîce of tte sotunds.
I behieve Miss Duncani could dance Bachi and do it reverelitly. As to

Cbopin's Marche Funebre, done so wonderfiilly'by Maud A.llan, there may be

some doubt. Certainly it would te a risque thing toi do -the Dead Mardi in

Saul; yet the dance is at bottoni almost anything you have a mmÎd to maire it.

It may be sombre and solemn and religous-such as the dancing of Miriamn at

the Red Sea. It mnay lic rollickîing and Êacclianalian, as some of Miss Duncafl's

was; sprightly and elfish, as miuch of it was. It imay lie classic and stately'

as were the m1inuets; of our ancestors done to Haydn and Mozart. It ina> te
obscene and disgulstinig-but thein it ceases to 'be dance and becomes Sal 'orme
icontortiolis, which fiad their origin in the heathenries of sueh as "Little

E"gypt."
Dancing is a universal art. One thing is certain even on the bagis of or-

dlinar>' coinmon sense: if worrnen who saw Miss Duncan 'dance would begin toi
realise that a gracefuil carniage is so poetic anid convincing perhaps tic>'
wouild biegin to cultivate natuiral grace more than the>' do. Proper>' considei'ed
the wlk is al dance; that iis-it is rhythi Most of us walk in mighty bad
rhythm, We need to cultivate niatiiral and poetic expression even in our gait.
Less attention to clothecs and more to the poetry o f motion would make the
poetry of life miore obvions. Thiere is room for vast improvemient along thisý
line. Many of ouir wvomni who shouîci embody the rhythm of life in walk and
in carniage, mnove as th-ouigh ttc>' were sawing wood or sparring in a prize ring.

This of cours may not te trully musical in subject. Yet at the root aIl the
arts are one. Thec danlce has ben nieglected. Tt lias been relegated tao foolish
modlem notions that to dance miakes youl frivolous. Certainl>' it is flot neces-
sa1ry in dancing to have sex considerations. Dancing is absolute. It is flot
sexuial butt natuiral. Buit of course almloqt anything may bc done with it.,

Aniother practical point aboult Miss Duincani's art is that lier feet are by no
mecans petit. Shef hais goo)d, hon)lestl.v large feet which shec does not crimlr and
coddle and highi-heel, but uises ini freedoi in thi most natural way and with
miarvelons artistic case.

TI ART OFEXRSON

This snggests ttc considerationi of a stili more obvious subject and'one
peýrhap)s more truil> muiisical. That is the art of expression by means of music;
expression in speech and in song. A musical gentleman called at the COURIERR

office the ottier day wvho gave vent to somte valuiable opinions bn this subject.
He said soi mian>' wvise things, that \ve have decided to follow him up. There is
a great deal to he said and dlone on telhalF of natural music. We in Canada
are very prone te think ouirselves,ý muisica;l because we have lieard some music.

As yct we are net a musical peopie. Perliaps it will bc long after your trne
anid mine wlien we are a muiisical people. We neyer shaîl be suci merely b>'
speniding mnone>' on muiisîc. Choral societies and churcli choirs, conservatories
Of mieii- and orchestras are ail necessar>' and alI good so fan as tliey go. But
on theml alonle nlo people ever becamile trul>' mlusical

Tt'li art of niatural nntihow people cati te musical witliout indulging in
fol-de-rols that cost papa a large sumii of mnoule> for fees; liow the comnion man
and, woniian in everyvdfy life nia>' discover, a jo>' in life that belongs to music
anid cornles, fromi mui-sic ajjjd costs niotting except tie inost ordinar>' personal
effort and cuiltivatio-n-that is tie thing we iuteuxd to take up on this page of
tte CANADIAN COURIER for tte next few weeks. We shail tbe temipted to bit
somiebody; probabl>' ounrselves to begini with. But there is apossibilit' liene
whichi as a youlng people we have the pnivilege ta consider. When we have
saidl a few things thiat wec thiuk we shal te glad to hear'from our readers to
sec what the>' think-o)n this highly practical subjeet.
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