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B3an king o n S a'm
Or, How. Miss Dyer, Otherwise "'Schoolmarm, " Undertook 1<> Jfolish Up a District

six o'cloc when Ida Dyer reached ber
iation. it was lier first venture out into
,orld and she did not f eel very brave. It
seem a little thing for tbe initiated to go
district ta takctliarge of a new scliool,

ie young girl wba lias ber spurs ta win it
)u venture. Ida aligbted frorn the train
Lttering beart. There were a number of
itbe platfarm, but no one spoke to lier
tliey ail looked at ber witb sanie shiow of
She stood witli ber valise in lier.baud for

ýonds wondering what she sliould do, wlien
ed tliat the train was tlie big attraction.
vident that no one had any intentian af
lie platforrn until it was gone. She f elt
wouId lose a friend wben it pulled out, so
Ar çYrin down and watched it witli as much
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Curson said; "you will be able ta look after lier and
give ber a f ew pointers about the place."

"Good evening," Mrs. Simpson said, extending a
liard, cold band. "Well I guess 1 sbould be able to
if anyone could. Won't you corne in, Mr. Curson ?"

"No, I mnust lie going back to the store," Mr.
Cursoni said.

"l'il warrant the store won't see muci of you
for the next few weeks," Mrs. 1Simpson said, witb
a loud laugli.

Ida did not understand just wliat was implied,
but she feit uncomfortable as she followed lier land-
lady into the bouse and up ta a plain, but clean,
bed-room, wbich she was toki she would have ta
berself, except wlien the eldest daugliter, who was
attending collegiate in a neigbbouring town, came
borne for holidays.,

"I do not want to'keep the teaclier," Mrs. Simp-
son explained, in a loud, piercing voice, "but the
teacliers just won't stay any place else. I said I
would not take another wben Mr. Pye left, but the

tillt~pp c-qid to me. 'Mrs. Simnpson, you shuply

it's queer hoýv a bit of scandai lives and travels Po
matter the place in which it was bred."

Ida was thorougbly discouraged with the pros-
pect before her. If she had nlot needed the rnoney
so badly she would have returned home by the first
train. She did consider the matter, but when she
thought of her long wait for a position, she deter-
mined to stay just as long as she could.

Her first month at scbool was quite encouraging.
The chidren appeared to like ber, and she had no
diffîculty in controlling them. Tbey learned quickly
and the attendance was fairly good. Indeed, she.
began to f eel that the children were ber best friends,
but she was not allowed to think that ber work
would always be so easy. Everyone warned ber
that ber trouble would begin when the big boys
started to school.

M R URSON visited er quite regularly, but
she mnanaged to nmake bis visits a family

matter, and avoided seeing him alone. She knew
that sooner or later the test must corne, and it
made her baîf siclc ta tbink tbat sbe liadn't the
courage to meet him and tell hiu wbat she tbougbt
as she would any Cther mani under tbe circuxu-
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