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The Ignorance of Our "Pacifists"
By TH E MONOCLE MAN

THERE are a number of thngs which the nction
of Germany lu rnthlessly preclpltatlng and
relentlessly prosecuting the present war
ehould have tauglit xnanklnd. Yet one lias

only to read the writings and speeches of some o!
our publicists on this beatifIc continent-Ca1a4lan
as well as American-to see that we have not yet
been tauglit these obvious and even ýcomnpelling les-
sons; and that there are sincere and somewhat, ac-
cepted leaders of opinion who are preaâbing even
to-day, in the face ef the roar of the guns, the more
pleasant prophecies of International law and order
and o! a firmly settled peace. Sometimes we try to
admire these men for keeping their faith and en-
thusiasmas amidst a drizzle of dlscouragement; but
the truth is that they are very dangerous men who
may sueceed in bringiug the free institutions and
spaclous civic liberties o! tbis continent down in
Irreparable ruin.

S UR ELY one of the trutlis tauglit us by thîs war
S l that It is by no means inconcelvable that a

nouuintaiy civllized 'nation znay deliberately arm
itsef in secret and go out stealthily to rob an un-
anued but wealthy sister nation. Our pleasant

iiked so well ln 1866 and 1870. Possibly they baad
not read the stLper-pacifist puerilities of one "Norman
Angeli"l and so learned that they did not profit by
the victories of 1866 and 1870 at ail. Anyway, t>hey
are trying it again. And if they emerge from this
war with >oui being crushed, they wiil cai It a profit-
able investiment; for they will then proceed to "cash
in" on their formidable military prestige in ail parts
of the world.

U NLESS, 1 repeat, they are crushed, and the les-
son taught the whoie world that even the best
armed national bighwayman Is now bound to

be borne down by the vombined iaw-abldlng nations,
the doctrine will be. re-establisbed that migit- makes
riglit, and that the only law of the international high-
way la the foot-pad's iaw that ail wealth lies at the
dis.posal of thue inan with the best ýpistol. I have
already sald ln timis department that 1 believe that
the first prize coveted by the Teuton h1ghwayman
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w-ould be the British Empire; and that the cholcest
-bit of the Britishi Empire to German eyes would be
fat and unplucked Canada. But It is also true that,
lf the Germans arc allowed to roam, the world, with
one hand on a revolver-butt and the other heid out
for loot, they will presently note the fact that thç
United States presents a dazzllng texnptation to the
thug-and lias practicaily no guardian on the
premises to keep hlm at bay.

N OTHINO, to iny mmnd, n prevent sucli an oUt-
corne from this war, short of a erm and puni-
tive peace dýictated In Berlin by an allied arm:y.

and emphaslzed by the cession of large sections of
German terrltory to the Allies as .a guarantee of
good behaviour. As Germany took Strassburg in
1870, because- she regarded it as "a pistol almed at
the heart of Germany," s0 the Allies mnust seize and
hold some Prussian pistols aimed at the hearts of
lier nelghbours. More than that, Gerrnany mus t
indemnify Belgîum, Serbia, France and Russia for
injuries infieted. A "stalernate"l wlll leave the in-
ternational highwayman at large. Even sncob a cern-
piete victory over Gersnany wii not wipe out the
fact that, ln the Twentieth Century, a great nation
dld try to burgiarize civilizatlon, and there will be
ne sure guarantee that It may flot try it again.
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