
THE COURIE~R.

the eastern p>rovinces wML flot be disregarded. Thiere
need hoe no sentiment ln the an-swer. Gooa sentiment
between East and West ls not as a rule helped inucli
by inatters of trade. In past years harvesters' excur-
sions were the most exciting episode ln Canadian
transportation probleme.. The yearly trek of harvest
han.ds and homeseekers was a rollIcking adventure.
Thousands -ot men went on these cheap long baillis
because t'hey had neyer seen the West, and neyer
kn.ew when tbey mlght take a notion to home&tead
or buy land ln that country. The Eldorado beckoned1
and the harvesters went, the noisiest army of im-
pressibMes that ever screamed a path through a new
country.

PART of the lure was the wages. Much ut It inay
bave been the land. Most of It was the West, the

country to whieh polyglot peoples froin Europe and
the United States were golng in a grand crescendo
under the guidanxce of Clifford Slfton and Frank
Oliver. The world's bande and feet were in the West.
To go West was a popular passlion. Not to have
seen the prairiles was to be couniterd a mossback or
a stick-lu-he-rnud. And those who came lvack froin
the barvest fields of Western Canada ta get rld of
their wagesl at $2.50 to $3.00 a day had seen part
ot a wonderful country to which lu the decade 1904
to 1914, 2,500,000 people bad gane tram half the lands
ot civIlization.

More immigrants, more w-beat; more wheat, more
labour wanted in the harvest. Tlhe aggregates.were
neyer just wbat might have been expected. But it
Is a matter ut great popular Interest ta have a look
at the comparative figures ot immigration and %Yheat.
For the perlod between 1904 and 1914; just as ln-
teresting as the movlng-picture ot any ant-bill or bee-
hive. Here tbey are:

Total Immingration.

Fiscal yoer 1904-05 -146,266

190546 189,064
Fisoad period (9

mios.) 1906-07 .... 124.667
Fiscal year 1907-08 -262,469

1908-09 .148,908

1909-10 -208,794

1910-11 -311,084

1911-12 . 354,237
1912-13 « 402,432
1913-14 - 84,878
1914-15 -144,789

Total Wheat Production.

1904--------------69,029,266
1905------------- 113,978:215

1906..... ........ 125,505,491
1907............. ..........
1908 ... ;......... ..........
190 ............- ..........
1910......... .... 132.045.782
1911 .. «....._... 230,924,000
1912........... 224.159,000
1913........... 231,717000
1914.......... 161,280:000

Thon in 1915 comas this startling comparis on:

Total Immigration, Total Wheat Production.
144,199) 345,000,000

lu tbe year of our lowest imimigration since the
fiscal perlod 1903"4 ve prodnced lu thie West
140,000,000 bushels more wheat, as well as a corres-
ponding Increase, Iu other grains, than we produced
lu the h1gliest crop year in tbe decade 1904-14.

The 'way tbat mammothl barveet was handied wlth
very littJe ha]p tram tlie surplus of lInmIgration was
a revelatbon ot wbat Canada could do In an amer-
eency, Jouet as great.a proof el Canadien afficlency
under unuaual, ondiltions au the ral.slng of aur army
or the finamclng of off war loans.

"" E,~J 1slaanather test chance avaitlng the Cana-
& l-npeýople lu the barvest et 1916. Wbeat ls

once5 more ta the frvnt. lu Winnipeg, If you begin
ta trace tha fortunes of mJÈdýY's $1,000 fold-platlnum
haud,bag etolen ln Crsetod, rou are sure ta
land up in a wheatfreld or an elevator or a box-car.
The wheat of te West bel-ongs as mucli ta Halifax
as il does ta Wlnnipeg and Regina. Its value a.t
the seaboard and at
Liveupaul la what dle-
termuines Its value te
the wbole of Canada.
Rl represents a na-
tional Iuvastient of
capital andi labeur, Wt
peo6ebe and govern-
ment, of fari labour

that belongs ta tha
West and harveet

ehsewhare and pa-d for
by the. wheat.

Last year the wagee
of harveat labour in
tbe wbeat-belt worked
out to an s<gregate ____________

a5oinewhat as tollows:
Forty-tour thousand harvesters were employeti for

a total perid of ajbout three'm~onths. The f ull maxi-
mum of tb.la wage.armyts; operatioxis covered a period
of about tliree weeka. But Il would ho a conservative
estinia.*te rekoz 4Iiat the wages paiti hy u-baat Ii

1915 represented the labour Of 40,000 men for a level1
period ot two montés or naine weeks. The wages
razn froin $2.50 f0 $3.00 a day, or an average ut say,
$20 a week. To this must be added the cost of board
and lodgings-such as the latter inlgbt happen ta
be--not less than $5.00 a week to each man. This
makes a total of $25 a week per man paid hy the
wheatproducers ta the harvest men. For an average
periad of ndke weeks this lmeans taoune harvester
$225 for the harvest. To be conservative, make it
$200. Multiply $200 by 40,000 and.you have a grand
total ot $8,000,000, representing the part ot wheat
production paid 'to barvest labour in 1915 on a cro>
whose total worth was approximately $250,000,000.

Wbile I write figures are not available of wages
paid by aur basic, industries, such as iron and steel,
textiles, aumber, railruladlng and shîpping. But we
must set down the wages value of wheat lu this
country between the standing crop and the local
elevator as a colossal item in the yearly dividende
paid ta Canadian. labour. Add to that the yearlY
bill of wages paid to railway workers, elevatar opera-
tors and transportation bande for the handling of
Canadian wboat, leaving out entirely the freight
charges, and it is easily seen that the yearly wages
,of wheat, ln thie country becomes a huge tactor lu
aur national economic situation.

The wheat wages ot 1916 will fali below those of
1915, but w111 rank as a good second up. Last year
was a very open season. Harvesters worked inter
than .usual. Otherwise so grat a erop could nýot
have beau bandled by 44,000 men.

Asssuming that 1916 will be an average season for
lengtb, It la estimated that about as many men will
ha need-ed as last year. But suppose we make it 4,000
less. That; stilI leaves 40,000 men of an army needed
ta gather the, 1916 crop.

Last year 15,000 men went froin east ot Fart Wil-
liam. That was 7,000 lees than the greatest crop
axod.us that aver took place £reom the East-in .1912
the year of the labour-glut, that neyer wîll happen
%gain.

P"'K West bas learned considerables since 1912.
1 Whatever romance, etill hangs Os-or crop esti-

mates, estimatee for labour are figured wlth mathe-
matical care. In the office of the Dominion Com-
missioner ot Immigration, the relative figures of crop,,
immigratlon and labour are ail carefuhiy tabulated.
The estimate of 40,000 minimum needed for 1916 ie
conservative.

0f this total, 8,000 are expected troim the military
camps. Citiee and towns lu the West may furnish
2,000. Minnesota, Dakota and contiguaus States may
supply 2,000 or 3,000, though last year American !i-
ported harvesters numbered only 800. British Col-
umibia proposes to export no labour ta the prairies
unles sald labour decîdes ta remain there; the
logglng camps are short ot mnen. Unemployed any-
where lu the West are curlosities, except ameng the
few Ie ricli.

Thiseleaves a total of p'erhaps 27,000 menneed-ed
train the Eat, unlesi etops already taken lu Albarta;
provide mare man for that, ares. than are expected
ln the Dominion ITmigation offices at ,Wlnnlpeg.
This Is at least 10,000 more eastorners than were
needed last year. The reason Is obvions. The war
bas dragnetted the praIles of men. Lait year -en-
listments lied flot reaoched the proportions of 1916.
Iu tbe fiscal year 1914-15, there were 145,000 Immni-
grants inta Canada. 1915-16's Immigration le mucli
less, thougli froin the 'United States for the summer
months it Is almost double that of laidt year. Thera
le always an availlble surplus otbai-vest labour trainm
4nmigration. Wlth low Immigration and hîgl enllst-

moents, t>he caîl for eastern labour la poculiariy lin-
perative. There la neo available suppW tram. muni-
cipal workers or rallway navvias wlio ln former years
preterred barvest labour because it wù8 more proât-
able. A few days ago, for the fimat trne lu the

history ot Canadian labour, unskilled and unori
ized w'orkers In Winnipeg struok for a heavy lIncl

lu wrages.
Sucli are the mathamnatical outlinas of a situa

that promises to be the most acute harvest-lal
ebartage ever icnown lu this country. Wbat wlt
East do ta meot it as a national problem? No lie
contributions ut labour cen be oxpected tram Onlu
whose farmers are already sbort-handed. The Y'
time Provinces, wbere harvaating is on a Pl
smaller scale according ta total population, m&y
nish a good number, though nuthing ta oomPDr4
the boom days wbhen the Maritime barvest bands v
amang the moat importanlt corps -orgnnized for e1
ern labour.

T HE one remaining great possibility Is Que
And Quebec aught ta rise to the occasionl.

listment has not depleted the Quebec tarms of E
The Quebec harvest, being ta a great exteut
will ha ahl off beforo the full swing of the wes!
barvest le on. There are more workers ta thle sQ'l
mirle In populatod Quobec than lu most other P
of Canada. Wagosua a general thing are 10
there. A good 'habitant ýworker ca-n make mon
a week on the western harvoat fieldis than hoe cl
mako in a mouth on the St. Lawrence. And hie '
see, besides, a country which comparativelY
Quebecers have ever seen.

There may bie plausible arguments wby the Fr8l
Cana-dian does not to any great extont enlist. 'fi
can be no argument why boe should not join the gr
army of western workers in the barvest. The
partment of tbe Interior bas already begun a n1i
paper campalgn In the French language in Que
Tbreo-yes four groat railways are accessible ta
Freneh-CanadIan wba, atter hie roaches Mantreal
hait cent a mi-le from wbere hie livos,,gets a $12
one way ta Winnipeg with a reduced rate bey'
that ta the point wbere he.gets bis job.

Iu the namne of goud citizensbip and the chanci
mke a good wad of pooket money, it is ta be hO
th-at Jobnnie Oourteau will rîse ta the occa-9
There sbould'be at heat 10,000, at most 15,000 1
easily availaible from Quebec for the western harv

Hera agalu a littie figuring may be of Inter
Suppose that Qucibec should send 15,000,Sen tO
West. The total amount et 'harvost money earl,
by that 15,000 men is not lese than $ 3,000,000.
this total amount an aggregate of $900,000 ta
000,000 wQuLlld be spent ln railway tares. ThJ
would bie oasily a balance ut more than $2,000
for the Frencli-Canadilans ta take back to Qlle
over and abovetha regular revenues of that provil

luI the intereet of thrirfty Quebec, it looks as tho
that $2,000,000 'net Is very much worth tbeW
ot Quebec to go atter.

Ci OME dýay," a weeterner said ta me, as
1 llstened ta the music ln a certain botel

tunda, "lsoma one of these fine days tbe people
alre elocted ta run this country will bit on the '

8eheme fur solving our farm. labour prublec1,-
tbe firat place they1l camne'ta a better undergtane
ot the labourer Jilmei. They'll learn that he
just a drudge, but an Important factor ln thec
munity. Tben tbayhl stu-dy tbe rotation ot crOPý
v .arious parts etf tbe Dominion and make the sul
ot labour fit the d-emand as nearly as passible."

"But bow?"
'Well, take Quebec, Ontario and tbe West-

example. Ench.of these sections bas a sort ot 'P
load' ta, meet every year. The great demnafd
farm labour lu Quebec comes of course lu the
ing se'asan ýchiefiy, ln June and early .Tuly.N

_________________ inl Ontario, the P
1load of tari Il

cames in, say, the
Iv tbree weeks Of '

and tbe fire-t tW4>
August. That is
connection with
hoeing season-ett

igto the ttlr
mangolds, cor"i

load starts a little
. fore the Ontario

mand le over and4 11

unitîl aIl the %vWe
luin Thare's a" o
lapping of needi9

that perhaps may neyer ho d-oue away wîtL.
the relation between Quebec and the Westl is
and trlendly needs don't overlap, There 81ehl
dloser co-operation."

Tis speaker wag right Trhere sbouid be.


