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Let Bygones be Bygones
One of the grand secrets of success is concentra-

tion. Bo many of us let the p ast weigh on us with
ah4eav.y hanc. Yesterday ia always wanting ta take
its toil from to-day. It will inevitably take a cer-
tain toll. There la no use of aur consciously aiding
it in the procese. If we have suéceeded, we like ta
gloat over the fact, and over the details of the fact.
If wc have failed it is hard ta resist the temptation

-ta mouru and whinc and analyze. We should put the
whole of ourselves into the present task. We should
live ail the finiith the suai total of aur farce.
A man needs a certain reekiessness ta makre things go.
A certain abandon is the secret of vitality. A man
like Roosevelt is wbat hie is because hie is sa amaz-.
îngly vital. I once stood in a narrow corridor in the
WValdorf Hotel tbrough which lie passed. The air

tingled as he, swept along. Tke reason was that hie
is go full of zest. He is still a oy and pitches him-
self into the job of the moment with a- boy's keen-
nesa. Let us remain boys in this respect. Don't be
warrying ail the time as ta whether what you are
about ta do or say is prccisely consistent with what
i'ou have said or donc before. Emersan says that
"Consistency is the habgoblin of amnîl minde." The
key is be truc ta yourself, and the past and the
future will take care of themscives. Polonius, giving
advice to Laertes bis son, says: "*To tlîine own self
be truc." A life lived in fidelity taianeself îvill draw
into a consistency and uniforniity superiar ta that
wbich can bie attaincd by priai, anious nuraing of

* urselves.
People in Glass Houses

IVe often bMaine the peaples of Europe for ne-
quicsacing la militarism. The Germans, la particular,,e bMaine for putting up so tamely with the brutal
domination of a military chias. We carry this so
far that, when we sec them practically united in
support of the w'ar, we conclude that they are baud
ini glove witb their rulers, and in effeet as guilty as
they. We feel in the saine wnv about thie peoples
af countries like Roumanin and Greece. The popular
feeling was supposed ta bie al aur way. Wby did
they not giv efefeet tai their desire ? Wliy did
Roumniia not jain thc Allies long befare she did?
Iu the deys wben Venizelas was out of power, but
trcmendously popular,' and general Greek sentiment
was preponjerantly pro-Britisi and pro-French, we
îvandered wly the people did not do wh'at everybady
said most of tliem wanted tai do.

But let us try aoi aurselves this cap tînt we ad-
just so cavalierly ta thc leada of others. Does tlîe
Canîadian people easily mnanage ta bave its wilI car-
i'ied out? The country is overîvhelmiîigly in favar of
a ntional governmnent wlîich shall put an enîd ta
partizansbip, at least for the duratian of the wnr.
Tînt lias been thie preponderant desire of the people
since a very early period in the war. And yet, at
thie time these %words are written, we have gfter a
long effort Just iiow achieved aur purpase. Suppose
a forciga observer lias been studving carefully dur-
ing these months aur Canadiapi newspapers. Would
lie not rightly conclude that tiiere Ivas an lover-
wbelniing demanîd for thie formationi of a goverament
representing aIl thme major interests of the nation

)vthut regard to party? And, seeing tînt we were
not getting it, might le not easily conclude that, as
a people, we are markcd by some strange incapacity?
In other îvords, le mighît, nat verv unreasoîiably,
mete out ta us juat about the sanme sort of judg-
ment that 've at ane timie and another have passed
on Eurapean peuples.

TMien another thing cones ta my mind as 1 write
this, iwhich i tlîink tends in thec saine direction, ai'
bears an tlîe saie point. (In certaini subjects publie
opinion tends stroîigly in certain directions. Under
thiese circîmnistaimees this sainie public opinion is apt

'to become extreniely repressive. I arn struck by tîme
fuit that, iii private conversation., sti'ong anîd able
nien are constantly expressing opinions tîat rmi
tirectl3- cauntt'f ta the %-iew's that are publicly in thme
aîscendant. Thiese view's are nitîlyiever voiced
ini public. Vby? Thte men that 1101( themi are afraid
-- that's aIl. I meet mininii Winnipeg wbo bold
extremely decisive opinions. Thiès very weck I bave
met different iiien wbo have said things s0 violently
cou nter ta genem'nl opinion as tliese. for exainple:

* 'Vît thîcre cannot be any perianent organization of
the w'arld on n pence baàis until a world court is

* set up that will pass in rev-iew' thie title bi' whicb ah
the nations hîold possessions outside their ownî

* bouîîdaries; thiat thme policy of Pr'otestant Canada
* with regard toi the education of Cathiolie citizeîs lbas

beemi a corîplete failure, ami thiat w'e shîoîld bave
beeîm fartbcr alead if we lîad let Catiolieîs have pub-
lie nin freelY for tbe maintenance of schîools con-

ductd inaccordance iith their special view-s;' thiat
ci-en Great Britain bias not stated î%itli sufficient
clearness thc abjects for whicb she is figbtimig in tbis
war. These view's, of course.ha i-e îîothing to dIo

.îvith each other. They «ai Nvith different' aubjects,
and I am giving them simply as illustrations. Tliere
is not one of them which, openly avowed, would not
send to Coventry the man who would make himacîf
responsible for it. The resuit is, they are neveî-
heard in public.

When we think of these things we should not be
disposed to charge îvith quiet docility the people of
militaristic countries. Ail that a man has to fear
here, for the moat part, is the penalization of opinion.
There if an individual protested be would be im-
prisoned. And if large numbers protested, there
would probably bc a proclamation of martial law,
and the ones responsible for the protest would be
shot. That realization, anîd tlîe knowledge of tlîe
way we ourselves act, should make us- chary about
the judgments we pasa on other peoples.

Wrongly Directed Criticiam

Father Drummond, a brilliant anîd accoinplished
Jesuit preacher, long resident in Saint Boniface, now
at Edmonton, saine tiime aga spoke alînost sneer-
ingly of the Russian rev-olution. Father Drummond
in doing this ivas aiîning his darts at the svrong
people. For one thing, I slîould like to know hoîv
authentic bis information is that ncarly forty
thousand persons bast their lives in the first feîv
days of the revolution. Tliose figures have certainly
not become general property.

But suppose they werc true. Suppose even %vorse
excesses are yet committed. Who are to blame.
primarily? Not the gigantic and childlike people of
Russia, just emerging, and vioiently, froin their
swaddling clothes; but rather tlîe czardoîu andi
bureaucracy-the former hopelessly rcaetionary, and
the latter bopelessly corrupt-that for so long re-
pressed and defrauded and brutaiized the people. 1
read thie other day a signifrant sentence, written by
a Frenchman, Albert Lorek& He says, in effect, that
the fires of revolution areot chargeable to the uni-
fortuiiate people who cn' it tbem so much as the
excesses of the bàd old iystemas, that these sainîe
people have to risc ta destroy. Read Young's Travels
in France, sec the conditions obtaining aînong thie
French peasantry prior ta the revolution; and then
ask yourself wvbether it is any ivonder there was a
reign of terror. Think of the obseuration, the
venality, the treacbery of the oid regixne in Russia,
and ask yourself whether it is munch ivonder that
blood had to flow. The excesses of popular revolti-
tions are th penalty of vicious and tyrannical
goverrunients. There is no rose water ývay of getting
rid of a hoary octopus like the former gaverrument of
Russia. The system that persists in repressing one
hundred and sixty million people bas itseif ta blame
if, in thie long run, it is removed with violence. Tlîc
real friends of soiety are tliose wha, in ndvance of
catastrophe, try ta mediate betwecn classes in the
effort ta achieve by evolutionary proces what,
denied that method, will ultimate*v express itself
in revolution.

Resuits of German Education
I have recently read as a îvhole a book of wb~icli I

liad rend parts before. 1 î'efer ta the famous book on
Gernany written by 'Madame de Staël and publislîed
in England ini 1813. Suie tried ta publish it in France
in 1810, but tlîe ni - inidons of Napaleon suppressed
it, and she lad to fiee fr*ni the cauntrv.

One certainly lias (ithculty in recagnizing iii theo
Germans of 1917 the ,uee»ors of the Gernans of a'
century ago. Then they were disunited, subjective,
timid, lacking in execîitive caîiacity-dreaniers. poets,
philasapliers. To-day thl'ey are welded inta a coinh-
pact mîachîine, aggressive, inasterful, ruthiles.s. Thie
change that lias been ivrouglit ini this people in a
century and less, slîould, teacli us hiaw nighty a foi-e
nationally conceiv-ed education is. Tlîe Germit
people lias been transfornied because a persistent
national prapagamda lias been carried 0o1 anion-,
tlicii.

Let us ask oui-selves in Canada to wlîat extent oui'
education is making ils as a nation wlîat we want
ta bc. Have w-e a goal? M liat is it T Havie w-e a
conception of national charater? wVhat. iii turii, is
it? . Are wîe proceeding, or siniplY- driftitit, Tuie
signs are, indeed, that ve lhave îiot ci-eu liad befoire
ils a prograni of natisnal unity. Wre are ta-dav a
divided people. Englis.hi Canada lias neyer bestirred
itself ta interpret itself ta Frenchi Canada. W'c have
left Quebec lYing byv it-self. We have left the whole
field of ideas in lîat province ta men like Bourassa.
The restilt is tlîat ~le a testing tiînc of thie first
miagnituide. like tijis Nvar. eoines. the reactions ami
the sitîîatioui of the tw-o large elerîentsof Canada
are totallv dsiia- Englisli Canada leaps ta the
side of Britaimi and France; Quebcc liangs back
sullenly. EnglishI Canada savs Camnada nust be de-
fended wviereetht' foc, is: Frenceh Canada say s aIl tlîat
we are responsible for is the soil of this countrv. as
sueli. Englisht canadia rveco unes ýthat tht i, l,l

terest of democracy is at stake; Frencli Canada
gays: Nonsense, this war ii the natural outeome of
the imbroglio of European ambitions, and, anyw,%ay-,
îve are not ranch interested in democracy. These
differeiypes point to a profound schism. They indi-
cate that we must do soute thinking before eveîî
unity will bie achieved. And after that is acconi-
plished,» the whole superstructure of national achieve-
ment has yet to be reared. But, at any rate, the
Cerman example proves that where there is a wilI
there is a %vay. Thiat is, îvhere there is a national
îvill there is a ni4tional way.

A concrete reference Coules to my mind here. There
was a discussion in the' house at Ottawa during the
recent session with respect to the allocation of about
$40,000 for thec purposes of scientific research. If
I remember rightly, it had to do witlî the establish-
ment of fellowslîips to inaintain students wbo had
shown special aptitude in practical scientific in-
vestigation. The need is obvions. Canada abounds
in vist natural resources. Our oîvn young men
slîould be ultilized by the nation to disclose to us
the extent and cliaracter of these resources. A man
who has beemi a federal minister sharply challenged
this vote. Virtually hie saw no utilitv in it. The
timnie is surel'y past for Conditions of this sort in the
Canadian parliament. Education should becCon-
ceived and utilized- in a national sense; it should be
regarded as the chief instrumentality for conducting
us along a clearly inarked, because deeply considered.
patbway.

Possibilities of Conversation

Conversation is an art from which not many of
us extract the potentialities of whicli it is capable.
The French, indeed, are alinost the only people ivho
regularly regard conversation as an art at ail. Con-
versation nuiight be inade one of the great instru-
ments for the developrnent of the minds, tastes anîd
interests of thildren. How nmucli the table talk of
families might be improved! I could imagine thje
table conversation of a hiouseliold so conducted that.
for one thing, thme management of chljdren at meal
time would cease to lie Rudàà6dI for another.
that the resuit or t tion in infor-
ination ,and ,!etnf, " tconsider-
able. 'You ca e 13 a n who has
been reared j eeg of stand-
ard books li'~e rule.' Sirnilarly it is not
bard to recognize the mian or %voiian bred in an
atinosphere wvhere conversation lias been made to
turn on things -,vorth wihile.

A large part of ordinary conversation deals with
persoa. There arc certain men who can scarcely
talk abdùit anything- but sucli-andl-such people. Thig
sort of thing is dangerons. For one thing it is a
sign of sterility and poverty. For another it almost
inevitably degenerates int*o gossip or scandaI. 1
think it would not be a bad rule virtually to elimin-
ate thîe personal element from conversation. I knov
this could not bc donc completely.

Thiomas I)eQuincey. the opiumi-eater, lbas a couple
of interesting essays on thîe Art of Conversation.
One very interesting tlîing, ini particular, hie points
out, viz., thiat Conversation mnay beconie an engine
for the origination of totally new niaterial. Two
mnen nicet and talk. The ordinary view wvould bc
tlîat the result nîuist siniplY- be the addition of the
resources of one to the resourcesoof the other. So
that the total stock of ideas is not at aIl changed
by tMie excoiinter. But DeQuincey points out that
soinething else inay happen. W~hen two minds cone
in contact, a sort of cheinical fusion sud interfusion
occurs. Thie two tog-ethier, nîa% praduce a resuit, iii
the forrn of ideas, of îvhicli neithier had before
tlreained, and of %vhichi neitlier, alone, wvas capable.

Conversation, con<hictcd a, an ai-t, lias sometiîncs
achieved very considerable thingS. It w-as practicall%
the spring and basis of the brilliant literature of
France in tie seventeentli century. A certain noble
ladY, fthc Marchioness of R-.tibouillet, was dis-
sati stied witlî the atînosplîe-e surî-ounding lier
daughters ini the rough court of Henrv- IV. ÏFor the
sakLe of lier tlaugliters she embaî-ked o'n au ambition,
plan. She rebîîilt lier town ],),ainii Paris ý,vitli a
view to enter taining on a large scale. She insti-
tuted regula r receptions by whichi slip invited ail the
accolliplislîed nmen andI woiticn of tile timie. Conver-
sation %-as staged on a grand scale. Frencli societv
becanie a society of conversationalists. Wits were
sharpened, grossness wvas abolislîed, books îvere read
in manuscript, plays werv relhearsed, intellectual
competitions Ivere instituited, talent wvas evoked; and
an inefi'aceahle mark w-as placed on French society
and Frenchi literattîre. This is rnerely an illustration
on a grand scale of w~hat lises mav bc made of Coli-
versation. The most characterist .ic product of thme
French genius is thc classical literature of the seven,
teenth century; anmd it is inot too much to say that
that literature had its point of departure and its
standards flxed in the conversations; of the saciety

thatforgathere hithosfe sud siiiiilar receptions.
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