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It is unguestionable that all British authors of any standing whatever prefer that
copyright should; as far as possible; remain an Imperial matter, and that one system of
legislation should congrol it throughout the British Empne at least and ultimately; if it
were possible, throughout' the Eno'hsh speaking world. ' They view' with' alarm” any
tendency to rnultlply varieties of copyrwht legislation in dlﬁerent centres as: hkel)r in
the highest degree to militate against their interests.

All Colonial Governments have proved their incapacity -to - collect any matenal
fraction of duties or imported reprints. The Committee beg to call your attention to
Section 193 of the Report of the Copyright Commission of 1878 as an instance of
this. The figures there quoted are, unfortunately, not very recent, but the Society is
endeavouring to get them, as far as possible, brought up to date, and thus far finds no
record of any more encouraging returns. British authors, therefore, cannot but
view with distrust any proposal involving the collection of their royalties by similar .
machinery. A member of the Committee himself saw at Hongkong hundreds of
pirated reprints of Mrs. Humphrey Ward’s novels publicly offered for sale, and authors
have had to suffer: similar;; injustice,in - many other parts of :the, British; Empu'e They
further lay great stress upon the injurious effect likely to be prodiced in the ' United

States: by legislation of the kind: proposed by Canada. e
- T'am directed to forward, for your consideration, the accompanying, documents —
1.  The Society’s last memorandum upon the whole quéstion. =~ it #4t

2. Section 193 of the Report. of the Copyright Commission of 1878. is
3. Copies. of letters from Mr. J. G. Rldout of T01 onto, dated 1espect1vely Aprll 895
-and May 2nd, 1895. - fooi
1 have, &c ‘
" G. HERBERT THRNG
Secretary, Society of Authors (Incorporated)

Enclosure 1 in N 0. 105
OANADIAN COPYRIGHT

It is lmpossﬂ)le ‘to deal with.the :Canadian .Copyright Act of 1889, or.to estimate
the effect 1t will produce if it is allowed to come into force, without in the first place
shortly referring to the present posmon of Copyrlght ( a) as an Intematlonal (b.) ‘as
an Impenal questlon Lo ‘ ‘

I -—-Inte'rmtwnal C’op ./mght.‘ L ,'

'(1.) The prmclpal countries 'of Europe and, in fact, from a 11terary pomt of wew,
the principal countries of the world, with the exception of the United States!haverat
last, in the Berne Convention, recogmsed that the rights of an author in the fruit of his
ln.bour should be free from all conditions and restrictions whatsoever, except such as
mfry be enforced by the laws of the country where it is first produced.

(2.) The United States of. America, unfortunately, owing to political and trade
pressure, have not been able to allow authors their full and just rights. Foreign

" authors can, however, under the Act of 1891 now obtain protection on the terms of

printing their works in the States. Tho “condition is ‘unquestionably wrong and
unfair 1n principle, but the vecognition by the States of the rights of foreign authors
is, even when subJect to * such*a condltlon of 1mmense Jmporta.nce, especmlly to
British authors. 3L

Acceptance of the terms 1mposed does nqt lmply a recogmtlon of thelr Justlce and

~ ghould not under any. clrcumstances be allswed to be: drawn into a precedent.” On'the

other:hand,, we;should be most. careful . to avoid doing anything which might imperil
the recognition ofithe right.of Britishi authors which has been so ‘hardly won from,the

United States.of America. , The.Canadian Act if allowed to,come,into operation would, =
it is, believed, . lead to the Wlthdrawal from Brltmh authors\ of Jthe Umted States o
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The founctatlon of Imperla.l Copynght as it at present ’exlsts is ttd be £ ounc{“mL
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- Act of 1842, which gives protection throughout the Bntlsh domlmons to every wio

which i is ﬁlst pubhshed in the Umted ngdom R N
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