CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS 295
SESSIONAL PAPER No. 18 !

useful; a few Companies of Canadian Foot judiciously officered, with three
or four trifling Employments, in the Civil Department, would make very
considerable Alterations on the Minds of the People; It would divide the
Canadians at least, and secure a Part, in Caseof a French War, that would
emulate the zeal of the King's National Troops; It would hold up Hopes to
the Gentlemen, that their Children, without being bred up in France, or
the French Service, might support their Families in the Service of the King
their Master, and by their Employments preserve them from sinking into
the lower Class of People, by the Division and Subdivision of Lands every
Gen ration.

1 have found in Canada, what I believe may be found everywhere, the
People fond of the Laws and Form of Government they have been educated
under, tho’ scarcely a Man that Knows one sound Principle of Government,
or Law; Three or four of the old Subjects, about a year ago, brought me the
rough Draft of a Petition for a general Assembly, and hoped, I had no
Objection to their having it signed by all the British, who wished to have one
called; 1 told them, I had many Objections to great numbers signing a
Request of any Kind, that it seldom conveyed the sincere Desire of the
Subscribers, that it had an Appearance of an Intention to take away the
Freedom of granting or refusing the Request; I had no Objection to Assem-
blies in General, yet such was the peculiar Situation of Canada, tho’ I had
turned that Matter often in my Thoughts, I could hit off no Plan that was
not liable to many Inconveniencies, and some Danger; That perhaps they
might be more fortunate, and I should think myself obliged to them, if
they would shew me one, that could be of advantage to the Province,
and the King’s Service, assuring them, such a Plan wanted no Petitions to
recommend it to me: about a Month after, they asked me, if I had considered
of their Request, and I repeated my former Answer; since which I have
often urged them, of my own Accord, to let me have their scheme for an
Assembly, and to inform me, who they thought should be the Electors,
and who the Representatives, but to no Purpose; so that I imagined, they
had laid aside all Thoughts of the Kind, till lately one John McCord, who
wants neither Sense nor Honesty, and formerly kept a small Ale House in
the poor Suburbs of a little Country Town in the North of Ireland, appearing
zealous for the Presbiterian Faith, and having made a little Money, has
gained some Credit among People of his Sort; this Person purchased some
Spots of Ground, and procured Grants of more, close to the Barracks,
where he run up Sheds, and placed poor People to sell his Spirits. to the
Soldiers, finding that his lucrative Trade has lately been checked, by
inclosing the Barracks to prevent the Soldiers getting drunk all Hours of
the Day and Night, He has commenced Patriot, and with the Assistance of
the late Attorney General, and three or four more, egged on by Letters from
Home, are at work again for an Assembly, and purpose having it signed by
all they can influence: On the other Hand the better Sort of Canadians
fear nothing more than popular Assemblies, which, they conceive, tend



