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Kent separated from the others, to 1857,ý.he was a member of its county, couneil, and reeve of
Chatham düring the same period.

Froin the time of attaining his majority, Mr. MeKellar wa'« an interested observer 'of publie
evènts. His first vote was cast in 1841, in favor of a Tory candidate, but never one*since.

Not giving it.muèh serious thouglit, lie lind allo w«ed his surroundings and associations. to, in-
'fluence his action. While taking- an active part in the campaign, wor-ing andspeakincr in
favor of his candidate, 'he was much impressed by some of, the views lield by_ the Reformers,
and, as a conséquence, after clisel studyi r

'Y n cr and compa incr the policies and aiins of the two
parties, lie . beeame fii-inly ponvincedthat the Reform party was in the rirrht, and'it ever after-ç - C 1 j

wards received hi& firm support. In 1857 Mr. McKellar entered Parliament, and for eighteerc
years was promine Ütl before the public* Ily throu,ro-Il

y During that tinie lie passed'successfu
'eight contests, 'his return being always bitterly opposed- by'ilie Conservatives, whé made him a

spécial object of attack, even going so. far as to manufacture the iiiost-'unfounded charges a,"ainst
him, though lie never suffered muèh from their beino, fired at him. He was firot elected to -
represent Kent in the United Parliament of Ontario and Quebec in 1857, where he remained

untilConfede ration (1867), of w-hich masure -lie was a supporter. In 1867 the. county of Kent
wasdivided intô two ridin(rs and Mr. MeKellar was. elected to the Ontario. Parlianient froin

Bothwell,'the ea'stern. Riclinc, of Kent, which lie continued to represent until 1-875 when lie re"
signed to àdcept his.preseüt office. During this time lie was oné of the 'priominent figures in

political life, and a man of decided ability. In 1871 lie was appointed a member of the Execu-
t17ýe council, and was returned by. acclamation on accepting office. From this time till April,

1874, Mr. MeKellar was Minister of -Agriculture and Comtnissioner'of Publie Works. Retain-
inc the former office until lie resigned, he also'became Provincial Secretarý wlien Mr. Fraser
t'ok charge, of the Publie Works Department,. and -held the offices of Minister of A,( yriculture, -

andý Provincial Secrétary till.he, resigned in -1875. He or'ginated and carried througýh the,
Drainace Bill e n is

perfecting ià by subséquent législation, b fore leaving the Governme' t. Thîî
was a measure of great benefit and importance, especially to the farmeri and has been the
meims of reclaimin(y more than half a million acres of otherwise almost useless lands, and Mr.

MeKellar déservedly received much creditfor it.
In 1875 he, was appointed Sheriff of Wentworth county, and has satisfactorily dischar'ged

the duties of that off."ce since August Ist of that year.'
After his retirement from'public life, the following address and presentation Nýere tendered
----him-ly-ftiýnds-in his old constituency, in recogrnition ôf his publie services:

To in P. Ho-.;. ARCErIBALI) MCKFLL,&It, SHERIFF FOFL TUE COUXTY OF WEYTWORTR, AND LATE PROVENCIA't

SECRETAÈY OF ONTARIO

SiR,-The events of the past nineteen yean, during which you have been the representative of the county
of -Kent in the old Parlianient of -Canada, and sin ce Confederation, of the county. of Bothwell and the East Rid.
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