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Kent separated from the otrhers, to 1857., he was a member of its county council, and reeve of
Chatham dring the same period. |

From the time of attaining his magomty, Mr. McKellar was an interested observer of pubhc

events, HlS first vote was cast in 1841 in favor of a Tory candidate, but never one since. ) ’

Not giving it much serious thought, he had allowed his surroundings and associations to in- |

ﬁuence his action. While taking an active part in the ca,mpa,wn working and 9peakmrf in

'favor of his candidate, 'he was much impressed by some of the verS held by the Reformers '

- and,as a consequence after closely studying and comparing the policies and aims of the two

‘parties, he became firmly convmced that the Reform party was in the right, and it ever after-

"~ wards \recelved his firm support. In 1807 Mr. Mc¢Kellor entered Parliament, and for eighteen’ ‘

_,'years was prominently before the pnblic' During that time he passed’ successfully through -

‘eight contests, his return bemn' a.lways blttelly opposed by the Conserwatlves, who made hnn a

s_pecml object of a,tta.ck even going so far as to manufacture the most. ‘unfounded charges a.rramst,

h1m though he never suffered much from their being fired at him. He was first elected to
represent Kent in the United Parhament of Ontario and Quebec in 1857, where he remained
until Confcderatmn (186 ), of which measure he wasa supporter. In 1867 the_ county of Kent

v was ghv1ded mto(ltwo ridings, and Mr. McKellar was. elected to the -Ontm;io, Parliament from .

Bothwell, ‘the eastern Riding of Kent, which he continued to represent until 1875, when he re-

" signed to accept his present office. During this time he was one of the ‘pi'ominent figures in

pohtlcal life, and a man of dccxded ability. In 1871he was appomted a member of the Execu- -

~ tive Councﬂ and was returned by acclamation on accepting office. From this time till April,
874, Mr. McKellar was Minister of -Agriculture and Commlssmner of Pubhc Works. = Retain-

ing ‘the former oﬂice until he resigned, he also became Prov incial Secleta,ry when Mr. Fraser
took charge of the Pubhc \Vorks Depa.rtmenb and held the offices of Minister of Aorncultule,'
and Provincial Secretary till he resigned in' 1875. He originated and carried throu«h the’

Dra,mage Blll perfecting it by subsequent legislation, before leaving the Government. This

was a measure of great benefit and importance, especially to the farmers, and has been the
* means of recla,lmmtr more than half a mllhon acres of othervnse almost useless lands, and Mr.
Mckellar deservedly received much credit for it.
- In 1875 he was a.ppomted Sheriff of Wentworth county, and has satlsfa.ctouly dlscha.ro'ed'
the duties of that oﬁice since August 1st of that year.” . -
After his retirement from ‘public life, the followmg address and presenta.tlon were t,endered
~-h4mbyimends_m his old constltuency, in reco*mtlon of his public services : o

¢ To mz "Hox. Axcmn.u.n MCKELLAR, SHERIFF FOR. THE Comm( OoF WENTWORTH, AND LATE Pnovwcmt.
bncnm*u.y oF ONTARIO :

£ ‘%IR,-—The events of the past nmeteen years, dunng Whlch you have been the representatwe of the county
of Kent in the old Parhament of -Canada, and since Con.federahon of the county of Bothwell a.nd the East Rid-
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