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Occasions have not only acknowledged the Absence of any Title, but likewise
.the.precarious Naturé¢ of théir Enjoymerit to the Revénue’ of ‘the iSeigniory.
By the, Articles of Capitulation of ‘Montreal in the Year 1760, in which no
express Claim or Reservation of Title was made on their Behalf ;- by the Treaty
of‘g’éacie in 1763, and the Cession therein contained, in which no Reference is
made to the Properties and Possessions in the Province claimed by Religious
Orders” and Communities ;. by the Terms of the Déed of Gift executed at
Paris in the Year 1764, between thé Community at Paris and the Missionaries
of the Order at Montreal, in ‘which™ their Want of Title is admitted, by. them-
selves; by the Provisions of the Imiperial Statute passed in -the Year 1774, in
which the Religious Orders and Communities are expressly excepted from the
Enjoyment of Property and ‘Posséssions; by their proposed Abandonment .to
~ the Crown in 1826-of their Pretensions to the Property of the Island in con-
sideration of an 'annual Allowance’; and by their éxpress Admission in the
Preamble of the Ordinance itself,—their Want of Title is not only established
but distinctly admitted ; while it is evident that the reiterated Royal Instruc-
tions to the successive Governors of the Province in regard.‘to the Sufferance
enjoyed by the said Ecclesiastics, and especially the Instrictions to his Excel- -
lency Lord Aylmer in 1834 to assume the Possession of the Island of Mon-.
treal, the Investigations of the Government. with respect to the Title of the
Ecclesiastics, and the Opinion, at different Periods, of the Law Advisers of the,.
Crown, both in England and in the Colony, and the late Royal Commissione
all adverse to the Pretensions of the Ecclesiastics, the repeated Complaints of
the British Inhabitants, and their unavailing Attempts to obtain a Decision in
the Courts of Law in this Province, all of which the Ecclesiastics-at Montreal -
were perfectly cognizant, all concur in- establishing their Knowledge, as well
as-their Want-of Title, as of the mere Sufferance of their Enjoymeént of the
Revenues derived from the Island, subject to the Interription at any Time,
upon .the: Pleasure -of the Crown or by the Decision .of a competent legal
Tribunal,—a Knowledgé on their Part which is amply confirmed by the Policy
they. have constantly adopted, of accepting a modified Composition from those
who posscssed. the. Means . of; contesting, their Title, while, they exacted at.
srjiéﬁg”’s Sales 'the full Amount of’ Seignicrial Dues, from the Proceeds of theé
Property of thosé who, from Circumstances of Calamity or Misfortune, were
deprived of the Means of contesting their Pretensions. - B

~ For these Reasons,.as well as from Motives of public Policy, from a due
- Appreciation of the Rights secured .to them by the Royal Assurance
+and the Ernactments of the Imperial Parliament, and from a sincere
Wish to promote the Prosperity of the Provinces, the Extension of
their Commerce, and their general Peace and Tranquillity, your Peti-
tioners most humbly beseech Your Majesty to refuse your Sanction to
any Law or Ordinance providing for the Incorporation of the Ecclesi-
astics of the Seminary at Montreal, for Confirmation of their Pretensicn
to the Seigniory of the Island of Montreal, or for a Continuance of the
. - Feudal Tenure therein, and to direct its immediate Exemption from
the Operation of that Tenure, and thereby relieve your Petitioners and
the Inhabitants of the Island from the degrading Vassalage to which
" they have been-heretofore and still continue to”be subjected ; and that
ify contrary to good Policy, contrary to the Royal Assurance and the
Remonstrances of the British Inhabitants, the Exemption from Feudal
Tenure shall be required to be purchased : at -the Expense of the
Inhabitants of the Island of Montreal, your Petitioners most humbly
_ pray that the Proceeds theréof may be applied to those public Purposes
~from which all Classes of the Population may derive equal and com-
tensurate Advantage. - T EERRE
- And your Petitioners, as' in Duty and- Affection bound, will- eyer-
© pray. :

 Montreal, February 1840. ' (2,119 Signatures.)
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