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[ With all their Bread, Flour, Rum, Sugar, Me.
1 lafles, fome Beef, Pork, Peafe, and fundry
‘ . * other Articles, amounting the laft Year to
From the Plantations - 'J'i 4. 102,304. 3. full Nine Tenths of which is
immediately paid for in Bills of Exchange

[ - upon England. :

[A confiderable Quantity of every Kind of

i Goods and Manufactories ufed in the Fifhe-
“From Foreien Countri ries, as well from the French as from other
< romiforeigh -ountries '1 Countries, brought by the Salt Ships; be-
 fides many Forcigners are concerned witly
L our People in the Shipping fo employed. |

The prefent Managers of the Fithery pay Wages, &c. with thefe Provi-
“fions, Neceffaries, and Cloaths, at moft exorbitant Rates; thus the Wages,
rthough nominally high, is reduced very low, the Men become their Pro-
perty, and -cannot get out of the Country, nor afford to wear but little -
Cloaths, efpecially as they are idle, and drink fuch immenfe Quantities of
Rum, and thus they become averfe to and unfit for Labour ; but were they
to return to England Yearly, they would get all Neceflaries and Cloaths
from 1 to 500 per Cent. cheaper, as they would not be idle or running in
Debt during Six or Seven Months; but on ‘the contrary, earning more Mo-
.ney, they would certainly- become good induftrious People, and expend
~more of the Produce and Manufactories of this Countrey; befides 30,000
fuch Men pafling and re-pafling every Year, that alone would employ above
200 Ships more, which would alfo create an Increafe of the Confumption of
-our Manufactories, and be an immenfe Encouragement to Shipping, T'rade,
and Navigation. ‘

The other great National Objeét from the Fifhery, as fet forth in the Pre-
amble to the faid Act, is by Returns for the Fifh from Foreign Countries,
©of great Quantities of fundry ufeful Commodities to the Increafe of His
Majefty’s Revenues; this Object is equally injured by an Inhabitant Fifhery,
:they, for afore-mentioned Reafons, being neither laborious, induftrious, nor -
able Fithermen, there is not Half the Quantity of Fifh taken as ‘would be,
‘it is not {o careful and fo well cured as it ought to be, which is the Caufe of
fuch great Quantities of bad Fith going to Market, which fpoils the Credit
-of Englith Fifh, keeps the Prices low—confequently the Return, and the
King’s Revenue, is thereby proportionably leffened.

Upon the Whole, if no Inhabitants were allowed, but the Fithery to be
1aid open and free to all the King’s Subje€ts, and carried on by Ship Fithers,
-or even if the Ship Fithe:y was only reftored to the original Footing, as
directed by the Act of the 1oth and 11th of William the Third, it moft
«certainly would occafion double the Quantity of Fifh to be taken, a Yearly
Return of meore Men to England than now returns to France; inftead of
Two or Three thoufand Men, as at prefent, we fhould have, in Time of
Danger, a Yearly Return of 36,000 always ready for our Fleets; this Addi-
tion of Wealth and Strength to the State would always be increafing.
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