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. Cattanacloq Donald, was born at
Laggan, Badenoch, Scotjand; in 1799, and
emigrated to Glengarry, Canada, in 1826.

He wu, educated at the parisli school, that
good inheritance of education to which the

Scottish, youth are born, one of the niany
beqtiests of Knox to bis country. He was
edacated also on the rugged, motintains and

hoath-clad moors of ÈÏÏ native land into
bodily strength and physical endurance. He
grew up, we are informed by a graphie and

admirinc, writer, handsoine and 8trong, keen
of eye, 8kîlful of hand ; he knew well the
haunts of the red deer, where the rnuir
fowl and ptarmigan loved to stay, and all
the deep secrets of successful angling. In
these days, as now, many a Hiehland lad

drifted away from hifs Dative hills into the
army of fighters, or 'the ranks of thinkers,,
to mingle in the sûr and struggle of iifeý,, to

make theïrmark on every field of nianly en-
deavour. With the adventurous spirit of the

hills, young Donald Cittanach left bis na-
tive home for honourable employment in
England. He was noticeable there as being
ementially a clansman, proud, of the High-
land bills, and keen to tiphold the honour of
the tartan. He frequeritly tried bits prowess
in the hunting field and on the moors against
those , famous sportsmen, OsIbaldeston and
Sir flarry Goodericke, whose names are
still hotisehold words although. two genera-

tions hav'e passed since then ; and Sir Harry
Goodericke shewed so much appreciation
for his sporting qualities that he presented
hi' with a " Joe Mantou," which is now a

cherished heirloom in the family. * - Mr.
Cattanach brought some sporting dogs with
him to this country. Two of the8e, fox-

hounds, were presented by him to the Mont.
real Hunt Club, ànd contributed largely
towards a sucéess which it bas maintained

untîl the present day. Daring his residence
in - England bis father's family left Loch
Erricht side for Canada and settled in the
maple woods of Glengarry. Hia eldest
brother, the late Colonel Cattanach, who
wu then employed by the government as
provincial land surveyor, encouraged him in
beginuing business as a merchant at Priest'a

Mills, called afterwards Alexandria. Mr.
Cattanach, in com mon with many others,
felt rather hopeless about the condition of
the country, which wu pretty primitive,

at that time, and h.-«td almost decided to re-
turn to England. He soo'n becattie acclima-

fised, however, and also keenly interested in
the progress and improvemeut of the new
country. Its needs were apparent enough.
There were long stretches of prizneval forest,

traversed by deer paths, dotted with lakeai
intersected by riverswaiting to be broken
into clearing8 and developed into farms, and

requiring passable roads above all things
iiistead of paths. Rivera required to be
spanned by bridges and utilized for saw and

grist mills. There is somethingy - in the
fresh life of a new country so hoýefu1 and
progressive, so full of stir and atruggle, trial
and endeavour, that all new comera, are

soon drawn into the stream of efforts. It
was so with Donald Cattanach . he wu
not the less Highland and clannish that
he Décame an earnegt-hearted, patriotic
Canadian, seeking the welfare of the land
he lived in and,-the benefit of the people
among whom he dwelt, as well as his own.
,One *of Mr. Cattanach'a first efforts for the

,,benefit,.of the new land was in this matter
of roads, and he W'às appointed'a commis-
sioner. Some of the yotin,,, men who eamed

their- fi rat waces at that work under hint
are now in their old age independently

wealthy. ln 1830 he was appointed magis-
trate. Law and lawyers were delightfully
scarce in the newly settled parts of Canada
at this time. A Celtie opinion that it wu
mean to appeal to the law to settle a dispute
with a- neighbour was', -,'very perceptible in

Glengarry many yearsýJater. Strength. of
atm had of ten thi advan*'taLe of strength, of
intellect, the knock dowriaro,,u ment being
counted very convincing. Magisterial duties
in these early times were exceeding varions.
They solemnized ruatrimony, in consequence
of the dearth of ministers ; they settled
cases arising out of the bewitchment of cows
and of people-the belief in witcheraft emi-
grated with the early settlers, and it linger-

ed long in some parts,-they had perplex-
ing ca'-ies to settle arising out of quarrels
about line fences, individual rights being
pertinaciously defended ; they had various
other causes to try arising frorn original ain
or backwoods pugnactousuess, lu 1832 he
m . arried Catharine McDonell, widow of Mr.
Duncan MeMillan. In the same year he
removed to lands he had purchased in Ken-

yon, on-the 'ochiel border. He called hîs
place Laggan, in loving remembrance of his
far-away early home in lnverneas-shire.

Here he lived his life, a noticeable figure
in the history of Glengarry for the next

fifty years. At Laggan he followed store-
keeping ; he luinbered ; he farmed ; he kept-
the post office ; he dispenned justice; he

encouraged farniers and mechanics to settle
around him, giving employment to very
many in his vario -us enterprises, and among

them many French-Canadian families whe--


