
MEN OF TEIL DAY

violent wrencli to publie opinion. The L'iberýils, who lost no time in
turning the Tannery Land Swap episocle to dicir own advantage,
coutited ul-on sciziiig the reins of power in Quebce as well as e
Ottawa. The lionourable Mr. Ouinict, whose intc-rity was unquest-
ionccl' as was that of his collezlýrties, thouglit it lus Cluty to give up
the scats of offlce, and Mr. de Boticlicrville,ýva,, called upon Io forin a

new cabinet. Nis task %vas not a liglit one : lie liad to select
new men, capable, althouffli untried, of filling the most trying

positions.
Ali-nost every Conservative chief of note linci lield portfolios under

the preceding govemment. 13tit the neiv Premier dict a wise thing in
sccuring the valuable services of Montmorency's able r.presentative.

For the Conservativcs, the outlook was elicerless iiicleeL. The
Liber.ils, Nvitli every reason, fêlt clated oyer the clean sweep they had
made of tlicir opponents in the Federal clections, and wcre led to
redouble ilicir efforts to carry the Conservative citadel of Quebec.
In the latter, despondency and incertitude reigned supreme. It %vas

with repugnance iliat the honourable Mr. Mailliiot was induced to
accept the temporary leadership of the House. Although an eminent
lawyer, and subsequcntly a distinguished ornament of the Bench, he
liaci no haste for the jarring strifes that lie was called tipon to
elicounter, and coutitecl upon his youtliful colleague, the Solicitor-
G zneral, to do the most of the liard figliting. He was not deceived
in his nian. Mr. Angers marched derlantly in the van of battle.
This his first session was not lost unon hini - it efflarged his k-now-
ledge of parliamentary usages and initiated Iiiin into the lan-ua-e of

political debate. His maiden speech, however, whicli liad been
carefully written out and cominitted to memory, rcad ,vell cnougli in
print, but lacked action and fire in the delivery. But lie did not

alloiv Iiiinself to bc disconveyed. Practice and experience placed him,
before the close of the session, in the front rank of orators.

The terin of the Legislature was noiv about -. \piriiig, and the
de Boucherville administration would soon bave to face, for the first
tinic, the Cire of the encm on the liustings and at the polls. Theý y

Conservalives ivere unfortunately divided in their counsels, whilst the
Libcrals, backed by the prestige of the Mackenzie régime, were

united ?ncl aggressive. But did victory fail to perch on the banners
of conservatism, the fault would not lie at Mr. Angers' door. He


