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The increase of the Russian Black Sea fleet is steadily, but gradu-:
ally, going on. During last year three ironclads' --and some gunboats-
have been added to these waters, and now the new Minister of Marine
bas ordered three m~ore ironclads to be comnienced without delay,a 'nd
they are to be ready in four years. Each ironclad is to be of about
1 1,000 tons burden, with engines of 12,o00 horse power, and cartying
six beavy guns. he speed of these new ironclads* is to be greatly
superiorto any ironclad now in South Russia.

An initeresting trial with patrol dogs took place in Berlin the other,
day, which was attended by a number of officers wbo had corne to watch
the safety 'and reliabiliiy of the conveyance of messages by dogs. The
trials were made with six dogs, but besides these there were also two
cyclists enigaged, for the purpose of ascertaining wbether messages couid*
be conveyed quicker by dogs. or by cyclists. The latter were started first
and two. minutes after. the dogs..were sent on their way, who, however,
were the first to reach their destination.

The religious denominations among the non-cornmissioned officers
anid meni of the British Army are divided as follows :-Church of Eng-
land, 68266; Rom-in CatWoics, 16,221; other denominations, 14,089.
0f men six feet and upwards the Household Cavalry bave 56 per cent.,
the Footguards 9 per cent., Cavalry 2, per cent., Artillery 2 per cent.,.
and infantry o.9 per cent. In chest measurement, of men 40 inches
and over, the Household Cavalry have 14 per cent., the Artillery 6' per
cent., the Cavalry 4. per cent., and the In.fantry z z4 per cent.

A London correspondent of the New York ZYmies writes: "The
treatment of the volunteer force by the War Office and the Army manage-
ment his been for years the most remarkable of ail the grotesque anom-
alies in the Englisb way of doing things, and a*véry deep'feeling on' the
subject has spread from among the volunteers themselves to the general«
public. Lord Mayor Whitehead has started, by sti rring articles in the
Con èmPqrary Review,, a national subscription for the equipnient of
volunteers, and the money is flowing in by tbousands already.»

Acting upon the'reconimendation of the Commanding -General of
the army, the U. S. Ordnance Department has made arrangemfents for
the purchase of iooo of Côl. Merriam's equipments, or knapsacks (or foôt
troops, wbicb will be distributed among the troops o( the Departrftent
of the Platte for experiment. They WilI be delivered in season, for ser-
vice during the projected summer manoeuvres of the troop« of that
deparitiént,. Eventually, if the experiment -proves--as' succest(fil-a- p è
dicted, -the Merriam knapsack will bé the standard for fild seitice- foi,
the entir e army.

The Home journal says: "Admirai Porter lately beld a state dinner
in Washington, and Ah Sin, a Chinese servant wàs assigned tQ duty in
attendance at the door. In his country a visitor of rank is indicated by
the size of the card, and a huge yello.w one means the presence of a
prince. The small bits* of pasteboard received but scant courtesy froïn
A&h Sin, but when the gas collector .presented, bis bill the celestial's de-
meanor underwent a change. The long yellow slip captured Ah Sin, and
with profound salaams he bowed the astonished gasman intc> the pre-
t>ence of the amazed famiiy and irate bead of the Navy."

"When I was in Berlin last summer,» writes, the London corres-
pondent of the N. Y. Tmes, " A field officer gave me a smail bottie of
powder which was being tried in the German. army during long marches.
or proionged field exercises. I put it by until the weather became hot
ten days ago, and my feet waxing tender after a twelve mile walk. I
hunted out the botule and shook part of the contemfs, about two tea-
spoonfuls, over my socks. I waiked eight miles that day and found ail
the soreness had disappeared.. Nor bas it returned. To-day it is stated.
that the powder lias been officiaily adopted in Germany and that it con-
sists of 87 parts of pulverized soapstone,.îo parts of starcli and 3 parts
of salicylic acid. Its effect is to keep the feet dry, to check chafing,
white any sore spots rapidly beal. This may be of interest to thousands
bésides soldicrs." This prescription we pubiished some time ago.

The new Loid Lieutenant of Ireland is by professiÔn a soldier, bav-
ing commenced life as an officer~ in théè Royal Horse Guards, afterwards
retiring And taking over the ist Yorksbire Artillery. He was born in 1844
and succeeded to the earîdoni on the death of bis uncle, the late Grand
Master of the Masons of England. He married Lady Lilian Lumley,
daugbter of the Earl of Searborough. Lord Zetland's family naine is.
Dundas, and Laurence of that name, co&nmissary-general of thé army,
was created a baronet in 1762, bis son being raised to the peerage in
17 94 under. the, title of Baron Dundase, of! Aske. The second baron.
Laurence, was Vice-Admirai o! the Isles o! Orkney and Shetland, and
was raised to the degrçeof earl, with the present titie, ini1888.. The
present peer bas been a frequent and able debater in the House o! L.Ords,'
and is a man o! independant and liberal views.

The -idea that tb&,British troops in the war'of iridépénncfièdid pjot
take air», butfired froin the posit.io'"charge bayà-nets, is- siwnp1y pre.
posterous.* At the battie o! Fontenoy, inI 7x45, .Voltaire - tlls 'that two
Eng!ish battalions, îhé Guards and-Royal, Scotch, met. face to fate b4t-
talion o! French. Guards and-a -swiss lýâtàlion ataditn Ô f ity paces.

Th try iwelkon he English.colonel, Lord 'Charles Hay, cried
out "Messie *urs, tirez."' Tbey ar>s*ered "lWe are the. French Guard -andý
neyer fire first." The order to fire- was given by the English, and front
a single discharge 399 men o!.the Frer ch'G'uard feii, o!wlmninèe»i
were officers. 0f the Swiss Guard nearty ani equal number fell. Ag,
suredly these Enplish troops took airhand fired from -thé shouldei. .The.
stQrey o! their firing- from the position of "charge bayonèts> màe baver-
arisen fronr. sonie nervous soldlier having 1been seen to.discb'rgéth'is péo
in raisingit tothé -sboulde'r.« It wvas not èÔffmonfiorngrv*th
did not knoý his business wel, to.*in!Yext thli étpiètl and'o ô'ë:>'nt
troops as firing fro ni tbeirleIft shiôùldr.: o t ersn

"The majority o! people imagine," says- the- eigish NIf~
.RvWW, Ilthat e-vevy.band accompanies¶its.irè fliMçwe ver*i jeî f
the purpose of keeping. up the gôod tpi-'fÎ_ôÇ ihe solaôerS, o xPpih
tolerable barmony:for the betfer dig ib h ffcr'd*-nû eýadà i
the case of :actual ýconfict to iniip .4lfe' men witb* i ýias. and i ncite
themn to acts of beroism. comlp>id*,with whicbt Tyrfùs-.wiitb -its flutes
and verses infiaming the ard f'-the Spart f,sd.thgb tbey cut in pieces
the whole army o!f the hitheito U'nconqtidI38WMes-ëùiiians-is quite out-
rivalled.. ohn ftesr.Outgîliiehta1 barndsare not taken
to, the, battlefieid, ,el 'to suppb -se ' .tbÏ' Tommy Atkins expirés to the
smains of. I "1 'fo!Harleèh"' or" ý.Boiie'Dundçe'» is'to perpetuate a..
fallacy wh ich,*nany an oic! w "w- i à fI a scaàpegrace1 son could dispel.' It:

ste'trumfpeters and. buglèls' oîtthe cavalry, -and the buglers, drumminers.
and Miers of- the.' irfaàntW o nly who go on active service in a musical
capïcity, and theitrfheý baridsmen'and b and sçrgeant are deputed to -the:
ranks, their irisirumeiîts being returned into stores for safe custody untii
the piping timks of peace.>'

Tbe reteht naval disaster at Samoa bas been a conisiderable blow
to, the ambition o! the young Emperor to make Germany a leading fiaval
power, as be bas lately thrown al the enthusiasm and energy of, bis
nature into bis nautical craze. In Berlin, howe,ýer, and in Germany
generally, there seams to be a strong and growing doubt of the wisdont
o! trying to make Germany a first-class naval. power. The feýiPg,
ciystà1iing 4hat she Ôannot-.litype -to' beý ethbWakf-d a -ad1ng *militur-y
power at the same time, and that for naval purposes the wiser policy
wouid be an alliance with Great Britain,. if it is possible. Moreover,
the colonial craze is beginning to fizzle out, foi even the officiaIs are be-
ginning to find out that German emigrants wilt not remain in German
colonies longer than to take tbemn to Australia or America. Military
service and bureaucratic ..Government are not favotÉrable to.Colonial
expansion. The rougb and ready methods, which seem to find favour
witb the pioneers Of German civilization in remote and savage lands,
too often leads to, resuits wbicb are dangerous flot on!y to. themselyes
but to their neigiibors. The Germans make excellent colonists; but )Iot
under the German flag.--San Francsco MNws biter..

The closest parallel between European and American battle$ occur
in the statistics o! Waterloo and Gettysburg. At Waterloo the French-
n umbered 8oooo nmen and 352 guns; the Allies numbered 12,c?-oo and
x86 guns. At Gettysburg, the union army numbered 82,000 rpen and
300 guns; the confederates 70,000 and 250 guns. At WaterloW.ell-
ington's arrny lost 23,185 ; at Gettysburg, Meade's army l9 egt 23,003.
The lcss of the French at Waterloo bas neyer been officia4ly nnounced'
but it bas been estimated at 26,300; the confederate loss # Gettysburg
as officially reported by the confederate surgeon general, 'W$S 26, 44 8, to
wbich must be added 7,07 7 iyouriced and unwounded pAsoners whose
names were omitted from bis lists, but appear on the rêcords at W'ash-.
ington. In short, the battles o! Waterloo and Gettyslýurg were fought
witb front 70,000 to 82,o;Oo men oni each side, and tli , combatants lost
about 23,000 each. In the battle of Gravelotte (Fxnco-Prussian war)
the Germans lost a total O! 20,577 Out O! 146,000 tropps engaged.* This
was the heaviest loss the Germans sustained in ar)yý bate. At G-ettys-
burg Meade lost more men with bal! the numbeir 'ngaged The aggre-
gate per centages o! loss compare as follo ws: InWj>eFranco,4'russian war
that o! the Germans was 3.1 ; in the Crimean t4 'Allies lOit 3«.2; in «the
waro o! 886 the Austrian loss Was 2.6 per cente Iiithe Amercan civil
war the union Ioss was 4-7 per cent, and that o!'« the confederates, 9 per
cent. The total loss o! the union armies fW2ý 1 0;07o killed or mortally
wounded, and 475,176 wounded; total, 3ý85,245, exclusive, o! the
missing in action, wbose number bas not y et been officially stated. 0f
the men killed, 67,058 died on the fieldÀnd4j 162 ô( their wounds.
But, after ail, thè havoc caused by disease was much greater than that o!
confederate bullets. The deaths bydisease numbered 199,720, and
these do flot include deaths in conièepate prisons, wbiçh reached 24,866.


