03

Gitdert.—Oh; If wild beasts are to be found in caves, I shall
keep out of them. I have no notion of being eaten up alive.

Crareller. —Nor would it be agreeable, when in a deep cavern,
for the carth to fall in upon you; ncither would you like to be
auffocated with foul air.

Edmund—If such dreadful things as these are ligble to hap.
pen, I shall stay above ground.

Traveller —I commend the wisdom of your resolution.  Derby-
shire is a place famous for cavems; Puule’s Hale is one of them,
and a curous place it 1s.  The entrance is low, but the passage,
which is narrow, soon wideus, and lcads into a lofiy and spacious
cavern, from the roof of which hang transparcat crystals in messes
of all shapes, formned by tha dropping of the water, One of thess
crystal masses is called The Flitch of Bacon; another, Mary
queen of Scots’ pillar, This last, they say, is so called, because
the queen of Scots explored the cavern to that place. The spaci.
ous and lufty cavity sumewhat resembles the inside of 2 gothic
cathedral, and as the air is tolerably pure, and no wild beasts are
to be found there, perhups, some day or other, you may venture to
insz‘ea the place, which will amply reward your pains.

dmund.—Do you know why it is callct? Poole's Hole ?

Traveller.—According to an old tradition, & noted outiaw of
the name of Poole once lived in_it; but whether there be any
truth in the story I cunnot tell. lden Hole is also a great cusfo.
sity. DMary people supposed it to be unfathomable, but when af.
teswards explored, it was found to be a rude chasm, of the depth
of about two hundred fect. Three miners descended this hole m
scarch of the bodies of some individuals whu were supposed to
have been robbed, murdered, and thrown into it.
is a truly magnificent spectacle, and has long bevn conmdered as
one of tie principal wonders of Derbyshire. At its entrance the
huge grey rocks rise, almost perpendicularly, to the height of near
three hundred feet, uuiting at top, and forming a deep and gioumy
rezess, In front it 1s overiung by o vast canopy of rock, one
hundred and twenty feet wide. At about ninety feet from the;
entrance, ths roof becomes luwer, and a descent leads deeper into
the tremendous fiollow. Here the Lght of dey altogether dirap.
pears, and it is necessary to be provided with lighted torches to
proceed furthes.

Gilbert. Ay, it must look very grand by torch.light.

Traoeller. Tt docs, I assure you. The passage inone partisso
fow, that I bumiped my head against thetop several times i walk-
ing along. There is a spacious opening numed the Bell House,
anu beyond it a sinall lake called the First Water, This luke
must be passed in 2 boat, though the rocky arch above 1t descends
to within cightecn o twenty inches of the water.  You would ve
almost frightened at your own faces, if you were to sce them in
that lake ﬁy tarch-light. Further on ts a space, in some parts &
hundred and twenty fcet high, and more ther two hundred long
and broad, and then the Sccond Water 1s seen. Roger Ran's
House 13 2 projecting pile of rocks, whence iarge drops of water |
fall continu.lis through the crevices of the roof.  Beyond this 1sa
tremendouns hollow, called the Chancel.  As I entered the Chan.
cel cvery thing was silent as nigtl, when suddenty the voices of
nacreral persons singing burst forth from the upper regrons of the
place. I was strack with amazement, for it scemed as tnough the
cavemn was mhabited; and not bemy able to discern any one in
the directivn whenee the vaices came, I was obuged to inquire of
the guides.  Soon after this aight or ten womenand children were
plamly =ecn standing in the boliow of a rock fity feet above the
floor; these were de caunsters who had entertained us with thore
woices.

Gulbert.—~How astonishing I should have been!

Trazcller.-—One part of the cava ir called the Cellar, and an.
other the Half.way He 1sc; but the hoilow calied the Great Tomn
of Lincoin is the most remarkable.  The regulasity of the rock in
this place, the strean flowing below, and the oscauty of the roof,
farm 2 very interesting picture.  One of the gudes wedged some
Funpowaer into the rock, and exploded it, when tno sound rolled
along the 17of nnd sides like a continued peal of thunder. My
m:nd was quite solemaized by the terrific bellowings which echocd
around e, and I thought of thut great and terrible day, ““in the
which the heavens shall pass away with & great noise, and the
clements shall meit with forvent heat; the carth also, and the
works that are therem, sholl be burned up.””  We are all too upt
to forget these things, unless at such scasns whea somethmg re-
markable occurs 10 cemind us of them.  The enure length of the
cavern 15 2250 fect, and the depth of it, from the sutface of the
Peak mountain, about 620. Though it 1s inlcresling o cxplore
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{fonnd them not.  f was dumb with astoruspment.
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the holes and caves of tho carth, 3t & ye§ very delightful ance
rore to got above ground, whero the air is purer, the light moro
cheerful, and the whole face of creation more inviting. When
dcgrived for a scason of the blessings we enjoy, we mvanably
value them more.  Often und often has this fuct been impresacd
on my mind by my past cxperience.

Edmund.—~If uver I go into Detbyshire, E shall be sure to find
out Peak Cavern.

While the traveller described the different caverns that he had
visited, Mr. and Mra. Lovel purposoly abstained from moking any
remark, that the young people might cnjoy themsclves the more
frc;l‘y. and make their own ohscrvations.

raveller.—I must not forget the Crystaliized Cavem, the ncw
wonder of tiic Derbyshire Peak. 1ts entrance hes a very temific
appearance, but the diffcrent crystallizatiuns soan oceupy the
whole attention of those who explore it. You would stare with
astonishment at the Music Chamber, for in the part which goes
by that name the petnfactions are like the pipes of an orgen; but
in other places they fonm themselves into elegunt colonnedes, as
regularly formed as though they had been shaped with the cineel.

Leonard ~—That organ would please me as inuch as anything.

Traveller.—After the guides had placed lighted candles in dif.
ferent parts of this place 1 could have imagined mysclf in a sort
of fairy Jand. Many a fanciful account of palaces glittering wih
gold and precious stuncs, which I had zead in the days of my
youth, occurred to iny memory. Indeed ¢ was one of the most
costly and magnificent spectacies that I had ever scen.

Gulbert ~That must have been worth going under gromnd to

ee.

Traveller —Yet, beautiful as it was, it was greatly sorpased
by an cxcavation about a bundred yards further on, This was
called the Grotto of Paradise , being highted up, it basst upon me
with all its glory. 1 thought of the infinitc power of God, wiw
¢ould thus clothe the barren caves of the earth with almost insuf.
ferable splendour, and wented words tv express myself, but 1
he place ap.
peared as if kighted up with the most elegant glass chandeliers,
while innumecrable crystals of all hues blazed aronnd me ;

Ten thousand gems burst on my sight
With countless hues of living light.

Edmund.—1t docs not signify, but I must sce the Derbyshire
caverns.

Traveller—1 have not half described the Crystallized Cavern;
but, in my cstimation, no other part of it cqualled the Music
Chamber anid the Grotto of Paradise. The Cumberlund, Smed-
'l;:y, and Rutland caverns are all worth the notice of the curous.

he first of these is an apartment decorated with what is called
snow fossil, a petrifaction which, in figure and eolvar, cloxcly ro.
sembles snow when drifted by the wintry storm inio the cavities
of a rock. But I mast hasten away from the Derbyshire cavems
to speak of othe cqually remarkable.  On the south side of Mer.
dip hills, near Wells, there is a famous grotto, called Okey Hole,
about 230 yards long. This is much visited, thongh it is not of
the maguitude of those 1 bave descabed to you. A stream of
water riscs at the fur cnd of this cavern, strong enough 1o tarn »
mill. Plenty of ccls ars found there, and some trout. In a diy
summer, frogs may be scen crawlhing about the floor and crevices,
and muititudes of bats cling to the roof.  Pen Park Hole is near
Bostol. Captan Sturmy, attenced by others, descended this
plarc by means of ro He found a strcam running there more
than a hundred feet broad, and ncarly fifty decp. A miner, whe
| waz with him, fanc:cd that he saw someothing frightfal in the cav-
ern : and, as the captsin died of a fever soon after he explored
this place, strange tales got abroad, which prevented others from
descending. At last Cuptain Collins resolved to go down; ~
taking scveral of lus mon with ropes snd tackling, as well a5 mea-
suring lines, candles, torches, and a speaking.tcumpet, he com
menced his cnterprize.  The result was, that the place was
ncither so remaricble nor eo fcarful as it had been suppoeed to
be; though I dare say, that if you were to descond, you wouid
find enough to astanish you.

Guibert.—Captain Cqﬁins went the tight way to work, in tzh-
ing men with hun, and sopcs, and tackling, and candies, aad
torches, and a speaking-trumpet.

Traveller—The cavern of Duamow Park, near Kilkeany, i
Ircland, is a groat curinsity.  The hole by which I descended 1t
with 2 fniend, was near forty yards across; shruba 4nd trees grow
aut of s mdes, and wild pigeons and jackdaws were flying fron
onc part of it to another. At tho bottom of the pit the spar was




