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was created, to be coraposed of the ministers restdent
in the Home, Gore and Niagam districts, to look
alter the interests of the churches in that territory,
Rev. Andrew Bell was the first conynittee * chair-
man”  Rev, D, V. Eastipan, of Grimsby, and Rev.
El Chadwick, of Charlotteville, applicd to be admit-
ted as members of I'resbytery, and thelr application
was referredd to the * York Committee.”  Mr, Lyle was
appointed Presbytery clerk at this or at the last pre-
ceding mecting.

The next meeting, held at DBrockville on the firss,
saond and thind dasys of June, 1830, was opened by a
sermon by Mr. Lyle, and Me, Smart presided as Mod-
emtor. A paper purporting to be a " Report of a
Committce of the Legislative Council of Upper
Canada, upon a petition of this Presbytery * about the
public schools, was reccived and referred to a cow-
mittee whose report declared the paper an evasion of
the points at issue, and therefore quite unsatisfactory
1t was then resolved that arespectful petition bemade
to the Lieutenant-Governor asking for an “official list
of the trustees of the district schools, and of the mem.
bers of the Board of Lducation throughout the Pro-
vince.” The Presbytery endorsed the * prospectus of
a religious newspaper, to be called the “ Canadian,
Watchman” on condition that 1t advocates “ there-
ceived principles of the Presbytery, as expressed in
the Westminster Confession of Faith.” Mr. Mc-
Dowall was appointed to prosecute his mission in the
Johnstown, Eastern and Bathurst districts; Mr. An-
drew Bell to make a missicnary tour through the Gore
London, Niagara and Western districts ; and Messrs.
Smart and W. Bell to visit the churches between
Brockville and Yerk during the month of August.
Communications having been laid before the Presby-
tery, from the Canada Education and Home Mission.
ary Society in Montreal, about the establishment of a
theological seminary,* the committee heretofore ap-
pointed on the subject were directed to correspond
with that socicty. Messrs. McDowall, Smart and A.

* Bell, a committee appointed for that purposc, reported
an * Address to the Christian Public of Great Britain
and Ireland,” requesting their aid and co-operation to
obtain preachers to supply the destitute places in
Upper Canada, and it was adopted. The address
says :—

* \W¢ are the only Pmsb&ery in the Province, and have
at present fiffees winisters belonging to our body, each of
who'a preachies to from two to six and cight congregations,
not only on the Sabbath but through the week.  We have
onginafly helonged to the different denominations of Pres-
byterians {n the Mother Country, and though we ate not in
actual communion with the Church of Seotland, we havo al.
ways mahtained the same doctrines, discipline, church gov.
crmnment and manner of worship,  Our labours of love are
extendéd from the Ottawa, on the eastern, to Lakes St Clair
and Hurun on the western exteeniity of the Province, over a
distance of upwards of five hundred miles.”

In the minutes of the session commencing ih the
Presbyterian Church, York, August joth, 1830, is
given the first list of members present, as follows.
Ministers - Robert McDowall, William Smart, Wil-
liam Bell, Robert Boyd, William King, James Harris,
Andrew Bell, and Raobert Lyle; Elders Absalom
Smith, Edward Henderson, George Miller and Jack-
son Potter. The curious may discern in thislista
peculiarity seldom occurring | that, of the eight min-
isters and four elders, not one of them had a middle
initial to his name. Anotlier peculiarity need not be
so plainly pointed out. Mr Lyle resigned his position
as Clerk, and Mr. Smart was appointed to the vacancy.
Upon the recommendaticn of the York Committee,
Mr. McMillan was taken on trial for litense at this
session, and his *pieces of trial having heen all sus.

*A previous informal correspondence had been kept y
for some time between Rev. Mr. Smart, for the Umie
Presbytery, and Rev. Geo. W. Perkins, Secretary of the
C. E'and H. M. Society, in which the importance of the
cstablishment of an institution for training students for the
ministry in Canada, was assumed, and Kingston was sug.
phcsled as the proper location by Mr. Smart.  Wniting after
the Brockville session, Mr. Smart sald: ¢ With regard to
our theological seminary, the ministers of the United Pres.
bytery seem very friendly to fofm a connection with your so-
ciety,” The next year the Rev. John Swmith (who was edu-
cated in Glasgow, and had begn a missionary to India,) was
brought out by the C. E. and 1. M. Socicty, and opened
under its auspices (and personally with the concurrence and
expected co-opesation of the United Presbytery), at King.
ston, probably the first Divinity school in the Canadas, with
two students. The Presbytery however, soon became more
interested in the project of an institution on- & larger scaleat
Hillyer, and in the spring of 1824,.Hmspects being discour-

ing, Mr. Smith moved to Brockville, and the school was

ven up.

tained, . . . he was licensed to preach the gospel as a
probationer for the holy ministry.”  Me. John Brintng,
of Mount Pleasant, was also taken on trial and
licensed. Rev. Daniel W. Eastman, of Grimsby
‘Township, with Daniel Smith, elder of the church at
Clinton, were received and their names added to the
roll  Rev. James Harris was appointed Treasurer of
the Home Missionary Soclety. Cunsiderable atten-
tion was given to the subject of mussionary work, and
each minister was directed “to organize branch mis-
siorary socictics, in connection with the Presbytery,
in his own neighbourhood, wherever the people are
desirious of having preaching from this Presbytery.*
 Mr. Phillips, a preachier lajely from England,” who
had been preaching and teaching for a time at Ham
ilton, applied for admission to Presbytery, and his
casc was referred to the York Committee. e was
not admitted, and was not long wanted as preacher or
teacher in Hamilton, Ministers belonging to Presby-
tery were instructed “to use their endeavours to get
Bible Societies formed 1n the several congregations in
which they labour,” An official list of Trustces of
District Schools, and members of Boards of Educa-
tion, furnished by the Licutenant.Governor, at the re-
quest of Presbytery, was “ordered to be printed in an
appendix to the minutes for the information of the
public, that they may ce cnadled to yjudye for themsetves
tosvhat religious denomination the greater part of the
Trustees, cte., belong,

‘The next regular mecting was held at South Gower,
Fanuary 20th and 27th, 183r.  Ministers present—
McDovwall, Smart, WV, Bell, Boyd, Buchanan, Lyle;
Elders-~Phincas Pelton and John Dickey. Rev.
Robert McDowall was Moderator, “A very interest-
ing and important report from the missionary of the
Presbytery, the Rev. A, Bell, was read, and gratefully
acknowledged by resolution. I contains much infor-
mation in detail of the condition of the country and
the churches between the Niagara and the Detroit
rivers. 1t was resolved to make a respectful and im-
mediate application to the Lieutcnant-Governor, “re-
questing him to procure the United Presbytery of
Upper Canada the privilege of choosing a Professor
of Duvinity in King’s College, to sit in the Council,
and in every respect to be on cqual footing with the
other Professors in said College.” An interesting and
highly important letter was read from Wm. Freeland,
Esq., Sccretary of the Home Missionary and Educa-
tion Society of Lower Canada, on the subject of a
Theological Seminary, and the correspondence was
directed to be continued. [See foot note to foregoing
items.] Mr. John Dickey was received under care of
Presbytery as a student.  Messrs. McDowall and
\Wm. Bell were appointed a committee to prepare a
Pastoral letter, addressed to members of our churches
and those connected with our congregations. The
York Cominittee of Presbytery reported the ordination
of Mr. John Brining at Mount Pleasant, on the third
day of December, 1830, Messrs. Harris, A. Beil, King
and Eastman officiating.

The next, and ke Jast, meeung of the United Pres-
bytery of Upper Canada was held at Brockville, com.
mencing on i ednesday, June 15h, 1831, Present—
Rev. Messrs. McDowall, Smart, Wm, Bell, Boyd,
Harris, Buchanan, King, A. Bell, Lyle, Eastman,
Ferguson, McMillan, with clders John McCrady of
Brockville, James Cairns of Perth, and Phineas Pel-
ton of Prescott. Rev. Andvew Bell was chosen Mod-
crator. Mr. Ferguson had been received by certifi-
cate, and Mr. McMillan ordained at Caledon, by the
York Committce, since last meeting, A letter was
reccived from the Licutenant-Governor saying that
the petition of Presbytery about a professor in King’s
College would be transmitted to His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment—also 2 communication from same source,
“enclosing a copy of the despatch of Sir George
Murray, the late Secretary of State, to His Excellency,
recommending the formation of a Synod and Presby-
teries, and likewise a union of all the Presbylerians in

| ‘This last communication was referred to a committee
consisting of Messrs. McDowall, Smart, W. Bell and
Lyle, to report as soon as possible, Mr, Eliakim

the Province, in answer to the Presbytery’s memorial*

Cory, having been received as a dedegale from the ins
habitants of Pleasant Bay (Ihilicr , gave intesesting
infurmation as o the state of relypon an Praee L.
ward Lounty, and also with respect to a Literary and
Theolugical Seomnary pruposed to be cstalidished
there, to be placed under the ditevtion of the Fieaby-
tery.  Mr Cory was deputed to make an appeal for aid
throughout the Prosvince and o the U nated States, and
Messrs. McDowall and Smart were natructed to visit
that county, establish churches, ctc., and also tv look
after the scriinary project.  The committee appointed
to take into consideration the despateh of Sur George
Murray, respecting the aflurs of the Presbytenan
Church in tlus province, reported and recommeniled.

1. Ihata consmittee be appainte] tn prepare a narrauve
of the steps taken by the numsters of the Kuk of Seetland, ®
in proposing a unten with the Preshytery, and the steps
taken by the Presbytery in consequence s and that vopies of
the same be transmitted to 1l Majesy's Government, and
to Lhs Lxcellency the Licutenant-Govermor of this province,

2, That, from” he ancrease of our numsts, as well as in
aveardance with the ecommentdaii- Gacained in St John
Murray’s despatch, it is expedient that thrs Presbytery e
{'nr;::\:( into a Synod and divided inte two or mote Preshy.
eties.

3. That it hughly impurtant that the Presbiytesy appusnt
AN AGENT, immediately to proceed tu London, anid lay be.
fore His Majesty's Government the situation of thas Presby.
tery, and take such measures as mny e conducive to the
prospenty of the I'resbytenan cause i this proviace,

The report of the committee was approved, after
which Rev. William King was appointed agent to
London, and Rev. Messrs. Smart, W, Bell and Lyle,
with the Moderator, were named as a committee to
draw up the narrative and prepare the other docu-
ments with which it may be necessary to furnish My,
King. Rev, W, Belland James Harnis were appointed
to visit the vacant congregations as soon as convenient,
Rev. Messrs. W, Bell, Smart and Boyd were ap-
pointed a committee to prepare a pettion to the Leg-
islature for an act of incorporation.  Ministers were
enjoincd to encourage Sabbath schools, Bible classes,
prayer mectings and such other means as have a
tendency to promote the interests of the Redecmer’s
Kingdom in their immediate neighbourhood; also to
establish as many preaching stations as convenient.

Mr. James McAuley, from the Associate Presbytery
of Caledonia (State of New York,, was received as a
probationer ; also Mr. James Mllar, from the United
Associate Presbytery of Glasgow.  Mr. Thomas John.
ston, already a probationer, was received by the Pres-
bytery. James Caims was reccived as a student,
Messrs. Smart, Boyd and Lyle were appointed a
deputation to ordain Mr. Millar at Ormestown, where
he had had a call. Strong resolutions w favaur of
temperance and of temperance socictics were passed,
A pastoral letter to the churches was adopted, which
was afterwards printed, and the Commiutee of Curres-
pondence was instructed to make a further appeal to
the religious public of Great Britain and IrelAnd,
urging the claims of Canada on their Christian sym-
pathy. Messrs. Smart and A, Bell reported a letter
to the Licutenant Governor, which was approved.

MINUTES AND HISTURY UF PRESBYIERY.

Among the last acts of the United Presbytery before
1its dissolution, was the passage of the following reso-
lution:

Resolved,—~That the minutes of the Presbytery, from its
commencement, be paated, with an introducuion, cunaining
the origin and early history of the Prestytery; that the Rev.
Messrs, McDowall, W. Bell and Smart prepare the same for

ublication; and that, in September next, a collection shall
made 1n all our churches, to defray the expenie of said
printing.

The committee “ reported progress” to the Synod,
two years later, and no doubt prepared the nnnutes

.and history for publication ; but neither the manu-

script nor a printed copy has beee found. Doubtless
the September * collections® were .skors, and the
printing was probably never done, for want of funds,
The official munutes of Presbytery and Synod were,
however, complete, at the time of the union in 1840,
and must be somesw/iere now. Who can find them?
Friday evening, June 17th 1831, after sermon by

.Rev, Peter Ferguson, Presbytery resolved itself into

“THE UNITED SYNOD OF UPPER CANADA,”
with two Presbyteries, and adjourned to mect as a

®In Mr. Eastmar's churches on the peninsula, such
branch missionary socictics existed, making contributions to
the parent society, before this date; a fact which clearly in.
dicates that Mr. Eastman and his congregations were con-
sidered practically & connection with the United Preshytery

was one of the fragments of the *“ Synod of the Canadas,”

which was gladly gathered in by its successor in due time,

before he had an opponuni;g regularly to uite with-it, He"

* The “Synod of the Preshyterian Church of Canada in
connection with the Church of Scotland,™ had been organ.
ized but a few days before (June Sth), cvidently hastened by
the reccipt of a similar communication from Sir George
Murray ; and ncgotiations for union had been progressiog
informally between individual ministets for suinc time.  The
official negatiations commenced with the appointment of
committees by both Syndd, at their first meeting.



