Ay will not
winded droning

no cross and impatient scoldings ; no bitter sar- | of nations that He may everywhere establish His
cavm mingled with the teaching of God's truth. | Kingdom of peace and righteousness, and, as it
Tbelﬂ“\m“h"&ﬂhbﬂhh M Mnh' ‘i"mino\u time, even as
as we look for good and able officers for our army, | He, at the setting up of His Kingdom upou the

80 we want more good, really good, really sble,

teachers for our Sunday-school. There is no call

for the irregular teacher, who comes ouly when
- ¢ is not convenient to stay at home ; no call for

the slovesly one who is always late ; no call for

the heedless one who has mnot his heart in his

work. No call'for the stupid one, who can nei-

ther take an ides himself, nor impart one to his

scholars. No call for the stubborn one, who is

always finding fault with the atrangements of the

school. But there is acall for one dosen faithful,

com cheerful-faced teachers.
Wom\hmhm they are here, and
are willing to enlist in the work.

« ] want to do my share in this work. I
want to know every teacher and every child, and
I want them to know me. I want to go among
them and encourage and instruct them, and I
want thém to encourage and instruct me. And
that we may the better work together, I propose
to preach #sermon to the children on the last
Sunday sfternoon in each month. Although
thisis for the children, I will try to make myself
understood to the grown persons who may be
present, and I bope to see you all bere, to show
your interest in the lambs of the flock, if nothing
more.”

Probincial Weslegun,

WEDNESDAY, DEC’R. 24, 1863.

In of the official relation which this
paper to the Eastern
Ainerica, we require that Obituary
notices addressed to us from any
within the bounds of the Connexion, shall pass through
the hands of the Minister.

tions

for this paper must be ae-
confidence.

Commaniea’ designed
companied by the name of the writer in

We do not undertake to return rejected articles.

We do not assume responsibility fer the opinions o
_ our correspondents.

The Incarnation.
_+ The doetrine of the incarnation of the Son of
God is one of the most important, one of the
“Mugﬂ.nhmlim,mdm
most mysterious teachings of the Holy Book.
Presented in the Gospels in such « manner as to
ehallenge our reverent, yet confident belief, com-
ing home to our minds and hearts with a force
- of evidence perfectly irresistible—it is neverthe-
less an inexplicable truth—something beyond the
highest finite com human or angelic.
In this light it is exhibited in the inspired word,
as a problem not to be solved, a profound deep
" not to be measured. We receive the doctrine
of the incarnation with all the cordiality of be-
lief of which we are capable—it beirig so well at-
tested as not to leave the slightest room for hes-
"itancy or doubt ; and while we believe it with all
our hearts, we are transported with the thought
of the miraculous character of the event itself,
and the infinitude of that love which it involves.
Contemplating that amaging love,
*The first-born sons of light
Desire in vain its depths to see,
The reach the mystery
The length, the breadth, the height !
 That Deity should so associate Himself with
creatures of his hand—creatures so low, so deep-
ly fallen,—as to take their nature into union with
divinity—to assume humanity, to be born in
Bethlehem—to be a man with men—despised and
Jejected of men—may well call forth the wonder
of angels, and us be with a theme of endless
adoration. “ Without controversy, great is the
mystery of godliness ; God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, sveen of angels,
preached unto Gentiles, believed on in the world,
zeceived up into glory.” *“The Word was made
flesb, and dwelt among us."

“See the’ eternal Son of God
A mortal Son of man ;
Dwelling in an earthly clod,
Whom heaven eannot contaia !
Stand amased,
See the ol
Humbled to the dust He is,
And in s manger lies.”

‘We are accustomed to regard as of the very
highest moment the doctrine of the Deity of the
Son of God—His pre-existence and essential
Godhead. No tryth can be to us of more con-
guepce than this—Ilying as it does at the_foun-
dation of all our hopes—for if Christ be anything
to us, He is everything—if there has not been
Divine interposition on our behalf—if a Divine
Saviour has not been provided—our case as sin-
ners is an utterly hopeless one. But we can at-
tach no less importance to the views which the
Gospel affords of the humanity of Christ, for his
incarnation brings Him near to us—bone of our
hone, and flesh of our flesh. How delightful is
the thought that Jesus is our elder brother, that
his name is Jmmanuel, God with us. By His
identification of Himself with humanity, we have
become allied to Deity in & closer relationship
than angels can ever be. And then, His man-
ifestation in the flesh relates not only to His hu-
miliation, but also to His exaltation. He who
wis a-man of sorrows and acquainted with' grief,
our suffering Saviour, is now our living Redeem-
er, the Great High Priest of our profession, who
ever liveth to make intercession for us ; while His
glorified humanity is a pattern of that glory which
is reserved for bis saints. 'We cannot, then, Iqu
seriptural ideas of the offices sustained for us by
the Son of God wil.houtg,!joioing in the mys-
tery of the incarnation a8 a mystery of Love Di-
vine.

The season has arrived when Christians of
every clime are especially reminded of the advent
of the’Son of God to our world. Though the
exact period of the year when the birth of Chris!

took place is involved in obscurity, yet the grea!
object contemplated in the celebration of the Na.
tivity is answered by the proper observance o'
oue diy ip the year as commemorative of the
great event. The sppointment of this Christian
Festival originated, we cannot deubt, in the piety
of the early Church; and, under the direction
of piety, it is still well fitted to subserve good
purposes. True, the day may be regarded by
some superstitiously, ahd by others sbused to
the gratification of their sinful merriment, for
the votaries of superstition, and the lovers of
vain pleasure will not fail to follow out the
bent of their bhearts—but this consideratior
weighs nothing against the right celebration of
“Christmas ; for what good thing is there which
» huinen depravity has not pérverted P But many
8 God-feering man, many & well-ordered family,
and many a Christian Church will hail the arrival
of this season as one of ballowed enjoyment, and
will make it the occasion of awakening gnew
their sense of infinite obligation to redeeming
love, thereby calling forth afresh from the heart
the grateful exultstion * Thanks be unto God for
His unspeakable gift.”

In theésé times, when the clangor of war is
heard at po'great distance,—~when the slain on
the | s are counted by tens of thou-
ssnds,—the christian casnot but remember

earth, did allay the conflicting interests, and
did hush the jarring hearts of men.
* = No war or battle’s sound

'Was heard the world around ; )
muhq;:nd-hnﬂmmm.
UMMW
s lh‘?u?mviﬁmm.
As if they sufely knew their sovereign Lord was by.”
At this Christmas time, also, when the family
board is loaded wit: good cheer, and the gifts
of friendship are passing from hand to hand, let
not the poor be forgotten. They will never
cease.out of the land, and their presence will
serve a good purpose in calling into exercise the
benevolence of our christianity. Many of those
around us who are the subjects of poverty may
bave brought on themselves, by their improvi-
dence end intemperance, their present distress ;
but, after all, they have strong clsims upon our
charitable regard. Our sympathies, too, are
deeply stirred by the recollection of the untold

for these what we could? We have yet the op-
portunity of causing to flow still higher the tide
of benevolence for their relief. Whatever boun-
ties we may enjoy, our Christmas cheer will
be rendered all the mmma?mun
by the luzury of doing good.

Oh! ponder this,
Ye who rejoice in easeful compt tence ;
Think on your brethren, this glad Christmas tide,
80 sad, to them! No stinting Hand

Hath your table; ‘twas no niggard love

That —‘c"thh hour & ':-?t.hl one for ych..

Oh, sancti r gains worthy 3

Not the ehu{':‘ tance or the lﬂm’: dole,
such as n hearts delight in, such

As men who feel the kinship of their race

Should offer to a brother in distress.

' The Manse of Tuscorara.”

A clerical correspondent of the Presbyferian

Witness, of the Manse of 7uscorara, writing upon
Methodism, is at a loss to account for the success
of Methodist Missions. * The charm of novelty
is gone, yet the vigour and fire of early years is
retained. Thé President of their Conference
has more power than the Arch-bishop of Canter-
bury. We cannot claim for them a superior
Education.  There are a few clergymen among
them of solid merit and good learning, but most
of them are indifferently educated. They are
tired of the name of Arminians, and wish rather
to be called Wesleyans. Their “system is a sys-
tem of adaptation, suited to the woes and wants
of man. They are a working party, and every one
has something to do. There are no Methodist
drones. They trim the fires of their own altars
with care and diligence, and are the steady friends
of foreign missions. They collect largely for the
schemes of their church. A Methodist with a
missionary box, and a tongue like a screw-auger,
will compel the most selfish o unloose their-
purse strings.” The foregoing are extracts from
the article above named. There is much more
{ of like import, at some of whioh we can well
afford to smile, and all of which we receive in
good part, for the writer—we know him, his
speech bewrayeth him—is a man of a catholic
spirit. We dissent entirely from the opinion
expressed as to the power with which our Pre-
sident is officially invested ; as aiso from the
character given of our Founder, who is repre-
sented as having spent too much of his time in
trimming the unholy fires of controversy. We
regard Mr. Wesley as having been set for the
defence of the gospel, and his controversial work
as an important part of his great mission, in
opposition to the ultra-calvinism and antinomi-
snism of his day.
As regards superior Education we cheerfully
give to Presbyterians all the commendation they
can worthily claim. /Their ambition to secure a
highly-educated ministry is deserving the high-
est commendation ; albeit we have had reason to
believe that Methodists are not the only body,
some of whose Ministers are “ indifferently edu-
ted,”—that instances occur in other churches
professing great regard for Ministerial edu-
eation, where the claim to respect *on this
ground is founded upon qualifications of les-
ser moment, rather than upon the really es-
sential ; and we could point to a Manse,
not a hundred miles distant from the Manse
of Tuscorara, where resides a clergyman
whom we knew in our early days, who could
talk largely about Latin and Greek authors, and
about mathematical science, but who on one oc-
casion, when called upon to append to his name
his designation as a clergyman, really could not
spell the word Presbyterian. * All is not gold
that glitters.”

When our friend of Tuscorara alleges that he
cannot claim for us superior piety, we candidly
and with shame admit that his judgment is but
too correct. We are not, as a people, nearly
so devoted to God, or so zealously concerned for
* the spread of scriptural holiness ” as we ought
to be. We rejoice greatly in the success of other
churches ; we give thanks to God on this behalf
that Methodism, in the hand of God, kas been
made instrumental in infusing new life into the
Churches of England and Scotland, thereby ren-
dering those churches much more efficient and suc-
cessful than they were in the last century. But
while the Church of England and the Presbyte-
rian churches have improved in spirituality, and
have been greatly benefitted by Methodist influ-
ences, the question arises, Have the Methodists
themselyes proportionately risen in the scale ot
vital piety? We contess, with the Record of
the Presbyterian church for this month, that we
need more zeal, more love, more knowledge,
more self-denial, more liberality, more denomi-
national spirit, more workers, and more of the
spirit of prayer. Oh, for the baptism of the
Holy Ghost upon all our churches !

The Watch-night Service.

We offer no apology for the Methodist watch-
iight service. It needs none. In the first days
of Methodism, indeed, this service was misre-
presented and reviled by those who sought ocea-
don sgainst us ; but the poet of our sanctuary
met them with the remarkable question,—

*“ So many nights on sin bestow’.
Can w’m nuhmnl.hﬂo‘r'cod ol

The Wesleyan watch-night dates from the
earliest times of the United Societies. We have
chis sccount of its origin by Myles, in his “ Chro-
nological History : "—* The custom was begun
at Kingswood by the colliers there, who, before
their conversion, used to spend every Saturday
night gt the ale-house. After they were taught
better, they spent that night in prayer. Mr
Wesley, hearing of it, ondered it first to be once
s month, at “the full of the moon ; then otice &
quarter, and recommended it to all his Societies.”
in those days abundant unction was wofit to
descend upon the evening 3 for there
the Lord commanded the >

that the Redesmer came as the Prines of Pesse
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religion bave commenced ; but, indeed, for the |
full results we must wait till * that day.”

Itis to be Hoped that the watch-night of the
8 ' 31st will be one of singular saving
visitation. And why not® Let * pmayer be
“ made to God continually.” Leteach worship-
per_“ prepare his heart 1o seek the Lord.” Let
expectation be evoked. Let effort be made to
induce the attendance of the careless, and of
backsliders. Let the addresses be pointed, close,
direct to the beart.  Letthe Holy Spirit be en-
treated to crown the last service of this gracious
year with special grace. And who can doubt
theissue ? The Lord will, He surely will, * cauke
the shower to come down in his season ; there
shall be showers of blessing.”

With a view to stimulate and sustain hope
with regard to the eoming watch-night, we would
here ask attention to a bright page of Methodist
history. We quote from the Rev. W. W. Stamp's
valusble “ Historical Notices of Wesleyan Me-
thodism in Bradford : "—

% Townrds the close of 1805, under the minis-
tration of the Rev. Messrs. Suter and Wilson,
Bradford was favoured with one of those extra-
ordinary visitations, which have oceasionally
marked the progress of our Zion. . . . A more
than ordinary influence had for some time accom-
penied the ministration of the word, and the
varied means of grace ; so that the Societies
generally “ building up” themselves on their
* most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,”
and themselves “ in the love of God,”
were * Jooking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ, unto eternal life;” when, during the ser-
vices of the 'September quarterly watchenight,
after several hed engaged in exhortation and
prayer, pleasing indication was given that the
Hesd of the church, “ the Giver of all grace,”
was about to pour— \

“ All the Spirit of His love.”

Several were that evening in distress for their
sing ; and whilst one was pleading with God in
immediate reference to one of the number,—
“Lord ! if this man had on his conscience the
sins of the whole world, one drop of Thy blood
would wash them all away !'” a member of So-
ciety, who till that moment had been a stranger
to the * sense of sin forgiven,” was happily en-
abled to trust in Christ, and became the witness
of His power to save. So extensively, from that
hour, was the flame of heavenly inflaence dif-
fused, that for several months there was scarcely
a sermon preached, or any religious service beld,
under which some were not convinced of sin, or
given to rejoice in God. The doors of the Oe-
tagon chapel, for ten or twelve weeks, were
scarcely ever closed either day or night ; one
party of wershippers frequently waiting withowt,
till those within had fulfilled the appointed hour
of service. The preaching of the word, during
that period, was of necessity, almost laid aside ;
no sooner, in many instances, was the text an-
nounced, than the cries of persons in distress so
interrupted the Preacher, that the service of the
word was at once exchanged for one of general
and earnest intercession. Two zealous men, of
established piety, were for some time supported
by the Society, in order that they might be con-
stantly employed in exhorting, or praying with
those ycroindhmu. or in holding meet-
ings for prayer in the immediate*neighbour-
hood.”

Haste again, ye days of grace ! * Drop down,
ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour
down ri 1 let the earth open, and let
them bring forth salvation, and let righteous-
ness spring up together !” O that this lasf
month of the year may be to all our churches the
first of a great revival ! O that the watch-night
of this year may be like the “ triumphant "’
watch-nights ofour Israel’'s youth !— Miscellany.

British Methodism.
The Rev. John Carroll of the Canada Confer-
ence who recently visited Great Britain, gives,
in & communication to the Christian Guardian,
Fhis impressions of British Methodism as com-
pared with Canadian. It might be supposed
that to one accustomed to Canadian Methodist
usages there would appear in .the Parent Con-
nection much to arrest sttention. This corres-
Mi-hhmplrd!htwobodiu,
observing the general features of resemblance,
remarks “ there are things in which they execel
ns ; things in which we excel them; things in
which a resemblance is immaterial ; and things
in which it is impossible.” We note a few
of the particulars referred to in this correspond-
ence. :
Places of worship.—Invariably called Chapels,
expressive of the legal inferiority of mon-con-
forming denominations. Most of their chapels are
very substantial and convenient, some very neat
and beautifully artistic. He saw but one with a
steeple or tower, and that in Scotland. He was
impn'uod favourably with the appearance of the
Chapels—there being less tendency to display
than in Canada. Nearly all of them that he
was to have the Apostle’s Creed and the Deca-
logue over the Commumion table, which he
regards as very proper. ‘
Order and Character of worship.—He con-
demns the custom of sitting during prayer, which
he observed to exist to some extent. He notices
that in some of the principal chapels where the
Sunday morning service is not read, the prose
psalms are read, and on Sacramental day the
ten commandments with the responses. The
reading of the commandments he speaks of as a
practice worthy of imitation. @
Referring to the Mlinisters and their work he
says, “ There is less diversity in their talent than
with us. They seem to have more confidence in
the efficiency of their ordinary ministrations than
we; and hence make less use of the specigl efforts.
Perhaps some among them go to one éxtreme,
while some among us go to the other. They
deserve the praise of keeping their connexional
machinery steadily at work, in which respect
some among us might take a leat out of their
book ; but as a general thing, if they would step
out of the beaten track, when the opportuuity
offers, a little more freely, it would, in my ham-
ble opinion, conduce to increased usefulness.
Their system of home mission effort begins to
supply this lack, but even their home mission-
aries are not in all cases such aggressors or the
kingdom of darkness, as we might expect them
to be,considering the masses upon which they have
to operate. Their preaching is rich in evangelical
theology, correct in expression, and neatly deli-
vered, but might receive an infusion of more pe-
thos, point, and power to admirsble advantage.
Still it is highly esteemed by their hearers, as
their persons and offices are highly reverenced.
I pever heard & Wesleyan in England speak of
his minister in any other terms than those of
affectionats esteem, and as the Rev. Mr. So-and-
0.”"They mind their work ; their literary pur-
suits are of a religious eharacter, and the avails
of them given to the connexion. Some of them
have inherited or married wealth; and those of

_ | thesh who possess it give tbeir thousands to the
Blosend bs Gid, from the days of our Methe- | ciass of Ovd, Do Tyv. W, ey |
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an exception. in the case of seturned missionaries,
who have learned aggression in “ the regions
beyond.” Their foreign missions tend to keep
in some measure the ancient heroic spirit of the
body. And why should not both they and we

ful interest to the time when the nations shell | eternity has been brought nigh. Revivals cf| try to preserve it intact? Do we lose sy of

our true dignity, or do we detract any from oar,
character for real ability, because we go after the
poor, neglected, and abandoned ; and because
we adopt a style of preaching so free and plain,
or pointed, as to attract the masses and be uader-
stood by them ? Shame on pur wealthier hearers
if their tastes lead to the insuguration of a style
less effective. The Wesleyan ministers of Bri-
tain ‘are men of exemplary piety, which includes
“ temperance in all things,” but they are by no
means 80 universally teetotalers as ours. There
are few of them who will deny themselves a glass
of wine or a mug of ale, if they think it likely to
conduce to their health and strength, out of dif.
fidence to any one’s scruples. Inall things they
seem to pay very little deference to public
opinion, unless it coincides with their own notions
of fitness and propriety. In this particular,
however, public practice, if not opinion, in Eng-
land is against teetofalism. The teetotalers are
a worthy class, who, despite the censoriousness
and fanaticism of some, deserve to be encouraged
in their Jaudable endeavor to correct the drinking
usages of the day. Our nwn practice is the only
true safe-guard against intemperance. Cases of
discipline for this vice, are far more frequent than
with us. In the ministry with us, they are almost
totally unknoWn. May it ever be so. Some
refreshing spec¢imens of teetotal practice and
endeavor came urder my notice among the Bri-
tish Wesleyan Ministry in England.

Their Society Meetings ave very much like our
own, their band meeting being only another
name for our fellowship meeting. Their class
meetings are kept up with a regularity that ought
to be exemplary to some circuits in our province.
They very wisely keep this essentipl ordinary,
not to be set aside by any extraordinary whatever.
These meetings with them are very simple, and
relate to their present state. There is less sing-
ing and reference to past experience than with
us. They are less joyous than ours, but perhaps
quite as profitable.

1 should not, however, like to see their me-
thod of sitting adopted.- And they seemed on
the whole to be too dull and undertoned. I think
the excellences of theirs wnd ours combined
would make model class meetings. The prac-
tice of their leaders in marking the class-book in
the presence of the class as a part of the meet-
ing, I would earnestly commend to every leader
amongst ourselves, if they mean to attach im-
portance to attendance, and to learn the state of
their pumbers. The fidelity of these under-pas-
tors, goes far to give the machinery of Metho-
dism in England that silent efficiency which is
resulting yearly in the salvation of thousands of
souls in the United Kingdom. The manner of
quarterly visitation for the renewal of tickets 1
was not so well pleased with. The practice of
writing the ticket while the member is speak-
ing, and taking his quarterage before you accost
another, mixes up things secular, sacred and
financial. Surely the method of our stricter su-
perintendents in preparing the tickets from the
church or class-book beforehand, which, with the
exception of new beginners, can be easily done ;
meeting the class and finding out their religious
state first ; and then dispensing the tickets, ask-
ing each member what he can afford to give,is “ a
more excellent way.” '

It will now be asked what are the comparative
effects of the two systems on the

Picty and general ign character of the
membership #—This is a deli and difficult
question,and perhaps here, above all, I had better;
not make too many comparisons. I would sim-
ply say, that I found their mem%ers the more re-
verent when spesking of divine things, ours the
more lively. Both ought to be preserved. But
comparisons aside, it may be very interesting and
just to ask what is the state of piety and Chris-
tian morals in the largest representative body of
those devoted people originally called Metho-
dists? This was a question I felt anxious to
solve on my visit to England. In pursuance df
this desire, I asked a whole-souled and peculiar-
ly eloquent Yorkshire minister. *“ Do your peo-
ple in & good degree preserve the spirit of the
early Methodists ; and have you many persons
of the ardent piety of Mrs, Rogers, Mrs. Flet-
cher, &c.?” His answer was, “ No, there are
some such pious people, but they are very few
indeed.” This disappointed and grieved me.
But my subsequent observations led me to think
that his extreme honesty and candour led him to
darken the picture. For in thet same city, in
Wesléy Chapel, I attended a band meeting con-
ducted by the Rev. Luke Tyreman, (who though
a gentleman and a literateur, threw his soul, so
far as the lively song of praise, the bursting
sliout, and the earnest amen could indicate, into
it) where I heard the heights and depths of
Christian experience professed in the most orig-
inal and interesting terms. It was a blessed
meeting. Dishonesty, untruthfulness, and cen-
soriousness are frowned out of practice in the
British Connexion. This is worthy is our faith-
ful imitation. Making all due allowance for the
true Gospel liberty in the matter, which an in-
teiligent piety will extend, I think if both they
and ourselves were to keep a little nearer the
simplicity of the early Methodiats with regard to
dress and adornment, we should be quite as near
the New Testament as we are now,—a point
from which we are in danger of diverging. There
is one part of Christian duty te which great pro-
minence is now being given in public and private
teaching in England,—that is, liberality or pro-
portionate giving. No great importance is at-
tached to any man’s professions of piety if he is
parsithonious. And certainly it is a great stumb-
ling-block, if an apparent revival, instead of
helping, as it ought to do, injures the fund for

support of religion. Demonstrativeness in

ion has been placed somewhat at a disconnt
in England, by some of the places most charac-
terized by it being the least liberal, Yorkshire
however, is a happy exception. Give us life and
liberality both.

The Missionary Cause.

HOW MUCH OUGHT CHRISTIANS TO GIVE P

There is strong presumptive evidence that the
law and duty of tithing—of giving the tenth of
all acquired property to God—was enjoined upon
man as o fallen being, when the Creator first
taught him the patriarchal system of religion.
We know that it was a statute law to Lsrael.
We know also that Moses introJuced and spoke
of it, as a principle already established and well
understood. Nearly three hundred years before
the law was given by Moses, Jacob promised in
a solemn vow to God to give him the tenth of
all he might acquire. Here we behold what is
the conviction of duty in & man, living under
the light of the patriarchal dispensation, when
the Spirit of God operates upon his heart. Is
uot that sufficient proof that tithing wes a fee-
ture of that dispensation ? 1If further evidence
were necessary, behold Abraham, one hundred
and fity years earlier, payivg tithes to Melchize-
dek. Traces of the same custom are found in
various heathen nations, who were, in the earliest

times, aosustomed to dodionte the tonth of their
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bility which ought to influence both the reason
and the conscience, especially since there are no
intimations in Seripture to the contrary. There
are several considerations yet to be presented,
which tend to strengthen the conviction in favor
of the early establishment of this tenth-giving-
law.

Hexe is one fact which all men ought to re-
member. It is this. Let it be stated in the
language of Scripture. “ Thou shalt remember
the Lord thy God ; for it is he that giveth thee
power to get weaith.” Deut. viii. 18. God saw
that when his | eople Isrsel began to prosper and
to accumulate riches, they would be in danger of
forgetting him. Hence, he bids them “ beware
that thou forget not the Lord thy God, when
thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodiy
houses and dwelt therein ; and when thy herds
and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy
gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is mul-
tiplied.” The natural effect of increasing riches
is the same every where, in all ages, and among
all people. It is a forgetfulness of God, in this
age as much as any other; in this age probably
more than many others, as the facilities for ac-
quiring wealth are greatly increased. How many
people now in this favored land, with so much
gospel light streaming around them, and living
within the pale of the Christian church, practi-
cally deny that it is God that giveth them pro-
perty. It is to their economy, their industry,
their foresight and prudence, their courage,
shrewdness and skill, that they attribute all their
success. They talk this sentiment in public and
private, forgetful that it is God who endoweth
them with those very qualities of which they
boast, who sustains them and furnishes them all
their upportunities. The same thing made Ne-
‘buchadnezsar say, * Isnot this great Babylon,
that I have built for the house of the kingdom
by the might of my power, and for the honor of
my majesty.” Dan. iv. 30. With this, God was
displeased, and drove him from his kingdom to
eat grass like the ox, until be had improved both
his piety and his manners. How many of us are
guilty of the same sin, of the same ungodly
boasting, though upon achievements almost in-
finitely inferior to those of the kirg of Babylon.

No gratitude arises from such hearts over
every little gift of providence; no joy kindles on
the altars of such formal worshipers. The habit
of coming to God with the tenth of every inga-
thering from the field, of every new item of
income from any source and every fresh accession
of property, is wisely, may I not say, divinely
intended to keep alive the remembranee, in every
obeying heart, that it is the Lord that giveth us
power to get wealth ; nay, more, the power even
to use and enjoy wealth. Let us suppose that
this was one reason why God required the tenth
of all, to keep in mind a living remembrance of
the fact, that all property is'a gift from him.
The law of tithing then was partly memorial in
its original design. If so, the Gentiles needed it
as much as the Jews, as the reason for it is uni-
versal, extending to all men and through all time.
We claim it as an appropriate and important
means of grace, ordained and sppointed by the
mercy of heaven, to strengthen a weak point in
our fallen nature, and to belp men to be religi-
ous. It has not been repealed. No one can find
s passage in the Bible which directly or indirect-
ly annals it; or from which its repeal can be
legitimately inferred. If in any respect it has
given way, it is only for the purpose of admitting
a larger and broader claim. It is as binding to-
day, upon every sinner in the land, as it ever
was upon any lsraelite in the time of Moses,
and it will yield its claim only when true piety
solicits the privilege of making for the same
ppurpose, & larger consecration. The scale of
consecration may be' moved upward, but never
below it. God will ascept the fifth, a half, or the
whole of our worldly substance, if we wish to
give it to him, and will bless us aecording to our
liberality ; but we believe he will never be plea-
sed to accept less than the tenth of all. The
love of money bas evidently blinded the race to
the claims of this law, this duty, this important
means of grace. Under the same influence the
heart has become hard, and conscience seared
as with hot iron.

It is evident that the observance of this law
will have the effect above stated, to keep alive
the recollection that God gives us all our pro-
perty, I mean, of course, that property, only, to
which we are justly entitled. This is precisely
what Jacob believed and admitted in his vow.
“ Of all that thow shalt give me, I will surely give
the tenth unto thee.” The recognition of God as
the giver of all property, seems to have brought
up in his mind a clear sense of his obligation to
give the tenth to him ; and with equal certainty,
will o faithful performance of that duty keep
alive the apprebension of that fact. I will ven-
ture to affirm that those persons, who most
conscientiously devote the tenth of their income
to God for strictly religious purposes—for there
are such in the church—feel a lively sense that
God is the giver to them of all the wealth which
they receive. They think of him often as sus-
taining that relation to them ; and a feeling of
gratitude for each little gift is excited, and s joy
springs up with it * unspeakable and full of
glory.” They belicve, they know, they feel that
it is more blessed to give than to receive. There
is a sweet, a deep, a holy religious joy connected
with conscientious giving ; and we recognize the
goodness of God in appointing this duty for so
blessed a purpose. It can not be repealed, can
never be dispensed with, until human nature is
saved from its weakness and its dependance upon
the use of means.—Ceniral Advosate.

The Old Cabinet;
OB, MY GREAT GRAND PATHER'S VARIBTY BOX.
Third Evening.
LITTLE THINGS IN THE PULPIT.
Present, in addition to the last evening, Mr.

Mr. Meek.—The subject proposed for conver-
sation for this evening should be approached and
handed with extreme caution, lest we injuriously
predispose our own minds towards a divinely-
sppointed instrumentality of geligious instruc-
tion, and also become the means of a similar
injury to others.

M. Critical.—There are various impropreities
which it is next to impossible not to notice in
some who occu  the position alluded to, and
the exposure of which cannot but be a salutary
caution to such as may be desirous of avoiding
whatever may injuriously aflect them in the esti-
mation of their people, or in the most distant
manner mar their usefulness; and a word of
caution now snd then, by which young begin-
ners may be put upon their guard against im-
proprieties in manner, style, &ec., can by no
means be objectionable. .

Mr. Seeall—I have myself noticed several
things which have at the time such discomposed
me in my attendance at the sanctuary, and have
sometimes felt strongly inclined to’mention them
kindly to the persons, as I thought offending
against propriety. I shrank, however, from per-
sonal remark, but if noticed in general terms,
in  tender and kindly way for the caution, as
friend C——has said of young beginners, no
person surely could take offence.

ﬂmo(yoc'mﬁcnening. and Iuv&u

s— .

intimated to me the subject to be discussed, 1
thought it to be well to take with me s manu-
script copy of some letters ‘written by an aged
person to a yoang friend contemplating the of-
fice of the ministry,"in one of which he takes up
the subject proposed for this evening’s conversa-
tion, by reading that letter we may, I trust,
avoid the ill consequences apprehended from any
unguarded remarks we might be led to make,
and at the same time have the subject more sa-
tisfactorily presented than by any observations
of our own. °

Mr. 8.—We all approve—proceed with the

letter—it will exactly meet all our wishes.

Mr.P. The date, place, writer's name, and per-
sons sddressed, are unimportant. The letter
reads as follows :—

4 My dear young friend,—Having in my form-
er letters expatiated at some length on “the
motives which should influence one to engage in
the sacred office, the nature and evidences of a
call thereto, the qualifications, natural and ac-
quired, moral and religious, &c., &¢., I now pro-
ceed to notice some matters which may appear
trivial and unimportant, but which, in fact, are of
considerable consequence in their influence upon
the repute, acceptability, and even t>e usefulness
of a preacher. I will relate an anecdote in con-
firmatioh of this sentiment. I was the guest of
a friend in a certain town, and attended with
him at his ordinary place of worship. I remark-
ed, on returning to his abode after service, that
we had an excellent discourse, well composed,
sound in doctrine, the ideas good and appropri-
ately expressed, evangelical and practical. Yes,
he replied, but he spoiled it all by his insufferable
voice. Ican’t bear to hear him, nor can I de-
rive any profit from his preaching. He spoils it
all when he attempts to raise his voice above the
natural pitch. I remarked that, notwithstand-
ing that defect, I could sit with satisfaction and
delight for hours to hear him ; but, all in vain,a
slight defect in his voice spoiled to my friend the
best and most useful matter. This will guggest
to you the importance of cultivating your voice
and delivery generally. It is not to be supposed
that every one car: be an Apollos, but all may
ion, improve th Ives in all their na-
tural gifts. You have probably read of Demos-
thenes, who, to correet some natural defect of
his speech, is said to have resorted to the sea-
shore, where, with a pebble in his mouth, he
harangued the boisterous ocean as it tumultu-
ously lashed the shore, endeavourilg by this
means to overcome the defect, and habituate
himself with calmness, deliberation, and confi-
dence, to address the assembled multitude, Be
sure to guard sgainst all affec’stion in manner,
tones of voice, pronunciation, and especially avoid
imitating any person. Let every thing be natural,
wholly yourself, except so far as the correction
of your faults is concerned. Study to use the
best, and yet the plainest language. I am here
reminded of some instances which I have met
with in my various journeyings to and fro, of
some preachers, who, one would suppose, had
made it their study to collect all the big, hard, un-
pronounceable and uncommon words they could
find in the Dictionary, and lug them into their
sermons on all possible occasions, thus inducing
in the minds of intelligent hearers the unprofit-
able and unedifying reflection,—surely the man
is thinking, * There! am not I a clever man ?”
and most assuredly the wonder, ifnot the edifica-
tion, of the uninformed, is secured, and at the
same time the disgust and indignation of the in-
telligent, thus *two birds are killed with one
stone.’ .

Your diction cannot be too chaste and cor-
rect, I was about saying elegant, so as not to
offend the most intelligent hearer, but at the

the least cultivated mind. The Gospel is to be
preached to the poor. I am here reminded of
an observation once made to a Local preacher
by a Reverend (Doctor that now is) gentleman
of classical knowledge and tastes, an observation
suggestive of the advantages to be derived from
a careful, attentive and continuous perusal of
good English literature. * I am surprised,” said
he to the person addressed, knowing his compa-
rative deficiencies as to educatiom, *“ I am sur-
prised at the classical language you make use of
in your public add , but I suppose it is
owing to your having been accustomed at one
period to reading well written printed discourses
to the congregation.” This, and the general
reading of valuable English works, to which he
had been habituated from his early days, was,
doubtless, the means of giving to his language
at least an appearance of cultivation. You
would do well to imitate this practice of aec-
quainting yourself with good writers, and read-
ing sloud might aid in forming a habit of dis-
tinet and clear enunciation. Here, again, a
fault committed by some presents itself. You
might suppose there was no intention of edifying
the hearers, and can scarcely avoid thinking of
the praying machines we are told of as made use
of by some of the Tartar tribes, worked by the
wind, producing a noise, but certainly no intelli-
gent sounds. The persons alluded to raise their
voice, and are distinct enough at times, then
down they drop to a whisper, insudible even to
those near by, and the attention is strained, but

is thus sometimes mutilated ; others again smo-
ther some of the words in their throat or mouth,
and make it impossible to understand them. But
I must defer alluding to several things which
occur to my mind till another time. Seek for
the wisdom coming from above, and be assured
1 am, dear, yours in love.” .

Mr. C.—Good as far as it goes. Have
anything further on similar subjects ?

Mr. P.—I have, and will submit them on s
future opportunity.

All agreed—good-night.

For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Moncton Circuit. .

DeaR Bro.,—I never worked harder since I
entered the holy ministry than during this fall
to advance the cause of our holy religion in this
Circuit ; and trust the labour ha$ not been in
“ vain in the Lord.” We have held a series of
religious meetings in three of our Sabbath
preaching places, and in each place some good
has been effected ; the church has been revived
and quickened, the backslider arrested in his
course ; and a greater care forjthe soul awaken-
ed in the congregations generally. To God in
Christ with the Holy Spirit be all the praise. :

We have lately lost one of the most pious and
devoted members of our Chureh, in the death of
Mrs. Sarah L., the beloved wife of Mr. William
Steadman, and daughter of Mrs. Perrigo. Scme
nineteen years ago a series of religious services
were held in this tows, which were blessed in
the conversion of many, Amongst others, bro-
ther and sister Steadman, became sincere fol-
lowers of Jesus. They were enabled to rejoice
im the pardoning mercy of God—the love of Je-
sus, and the sanctifying influence of the Holy
Ghost. They then joined the Wesleyen branch
of Christ's Church; and continued steady and
consistent members otjthe same till the day that
our beloved sister wes privileged to join the
Chnreh above. Sister 8., died the ninth day gfter
her confinement. For some weeks prior to that
event she had an impression that she might not

same time so plain as to meet the necessities of | o

in vain, to catch the sounds.” The best discourse | this fund

conversation ; and increasingly anxious fo
welfare of her family and the prosperity of (;ot:':
Church. During her sickness, she had 3 very
significant dream, which was repeated three timeg
the same nigh!. This dream she regarded a
plainly indicating that she would shortly finish
her earthly course, and enter the ng;iom of
God. She was wonderfully sustained through her
illness by the presence of her Saviour, and her
death was calm and glorious. As she entered
death’s dark shadow, she could say, “ O grave
where is thy vietory? O death where is thy
sting ” ’A few hours previous to ber departure,
the Doctor informed her family that her case was
hopeless, and ber end was near; when our sister
was informed of this, she looked upwards and
said, well—if it were God”s will—I would like
%o live a little longer for the sake of my dear
husband and children, but if it be his will to take
me, it is all right ; I am satisfied and willing to
8- She then askeda friend to pray with
her—took her leave of ali, and soon fell asleep
in Jesus, in the 39th year of her age.

** Happy soul, thy days are ended,
All thy mourning days below.”

Yours, &c., G. M. BARRLTT.

‘‘ Preaching Houses.”

Mz. Eprtur,—I am somewbat enrprised at
your forgetfulness. You have discussed the re-
lative merits of the words * Meeting-house "—
“ Chapel "—and * Church "—and decided in fa-
vour of the latter. We Baptists have more ob-
jection to the use of that word as a designation
for the building than you have, because we call
our societies, churches—whereas you, I believe,
call your churches, societies. Be that as it may,
I wonder at your forgetfulness of time-honoured
usage. Your venerable founder'did not call
the buildings by either ef the names you have
mentioned. With him it was plain * preaching
Rouse.” I have oveof his letters in my posses-
sion. It was written in 1788, and %ith a trem-
bling hand, for be was then, I think, in hie 85th
year. It is addressed as follows :—* 7b AMr.
Bardsley, at the Preaching House in Plymouth
Dock,” 1 will transcribe the letter for the grati-
fication of your readers. It miay not have been
printed ; and if it has been, probably few Iv
these parts have seen it. '

“ OTLEY.
“ MY DEAR BROTHER, ~I am glad to hear so
good an account of the Work of God at Bide-
ford. That town had held out long, and seemed
to bid defiance to the gospel. But if we are not
weary of well-doing, we shall reap in due time.
¢ I should hardly have expected any increase
of the Work of God at Launceston. But pro-
bably it will be enlarged by your preaching in
the Town-hall : For many will come thither,
who would not come to our Preaching-house.
“ As long as you and your fellow-labourers
converse freely together, and act by united coun-
sels, tne work of the Lord will prosper in your
hands, and continue instant in prayer, particu-
larly in your closet.
I am, Dear Sammy,
Your affectionate Brother,
J. WesLEY.”
There is no date to the letter, but the Post-
office stamp gives ii—* March 12, 1788." It
was posted at Wetherby, a few miles from Otleg,
the place of writing. Both are small towns in
Yor e.
Yours truly,
A BarTisT.
Kings County, Dec. 20, 1862.
[The word Preaching House, preferable to
Mesting House, 18 not forgotten by us, but has
since obgolete. The Baptists in the
United States apply the term Church to the

House of worship,—and without dasger of bein

w;i,-hlme same way :l’t nnmerou‘l
words in our language are used in different
senses, the precise application being easily ascer-
tained the conpection in which they stand.
The term ecclesia, rendered Church in our New
Testament version, is applicable properly to the
people of God; but if Church is derived, assome
critics have supposed, from kuriou oikos, con-
tracted Awrioik, hence kirk, then the word
Church, was primarily applied, in all proBability,
to the place of worship,—tbe House of the Lord
—and was subsequently used to denote the col-
loetnin] worshippers, only by a figure of speech.
-—iD. s

Lancaashire Meeting  at ‘' Petite
Riviere,

A Public Meeting was held in the Scheol
House at Petite Riviere, on the evening of the
8th inst., for the purpose of taking into consid-
eration the case of the suffering operatives in
Lancashire, and of adopting such measures as
might be deemed advisable to aid in the general
effort of alleviating the distress of this unfortu-
nate class of individuals.

Mr. Lemuel Drew, Senr., occupied the Chair,
and Mr. Daniel Rieser was appointed Secretary,
when the following resolutions were adopted :
Moved by the Rev. George Johnson, second-
m Nicholas Wolf, Esq.,—That the destitute
ition of the dopentivu in Lancashire, and

their patience under v trying circumstaneces,
demand from us, as a - «.’r the British Em-

ire, our sympathy and support.
wiovod'{{rl: yRev. H. xslxike, A. B, se-
conded by uel W. Drew, Esq.,—That the
blessings of Providence, in an sbundant harvest
and success in the fishery, call forth our warm-
est gratitude to God, and induce us to contri-
bute a portion of what God has given us, to sid

Wm. 8. Drew, Esq., was then elected Treas-
urer, and Messrs, William Gray, William Vog-
ler, and Lemuel McFarlane were appointed col-
.ecrors for Petite Riviere District and settle-
ments. DaxigL REIser,

Secretary.

Petite Reviere, Dec. 16, 1862.

i (Chris. Messenger and Ch. Record pleass copy.)

New Version of the Gospels.’
The N. Y. Ezaminer (Baptist) gives a brief
review of the pure version, so called, lately is-
sued, and after citing s number of passages, to
show the emendations of the revisers, thus re-
marks :—

“ These passages show, as fairly as any others
we have seen, what are the prevailing charac-
teristics of this new version of the Gospels. In
a preliminary address to the reader, the revisers
tell us:
“ It is proper to say, that there is a difference
of opinion among the members of the Commit-
tee in regard to the substitution of * the Im-
merser ” for “ the Baptist.” In the view of
part of the Committee, if the verb which ex-
presses the Christian rite is translated, the offi-
cial title derived from it should be translated
also. Others object to this as an inconsistency,
in a revision which transfers other official titles
(as “the Christ,” instead of * the Anointed,”)
and as leading to confusion and inconvenience
by substituting new and unknown names of his:
torical personages, for those by which they are
uuiversally known in English t¥age. This word,
though employed in this edition, is subject to
further consideration by the Committee.”
Most people will think, we imagine, that the
revisers who favored the substitutioni, of * the
Immerser,” for “ the Baptist,” had the best of the .
argument. Indeed, it is not easy to understand
bow the revisers could think of transferring any
word, after sending that of baptism adrift. Men
ought always to be willing to face the music of
their own principles j and why should not tie
« great principle” of literal versions, adopted
and gloried in by the Bible Union, have full scope,
word—-Christ,

live through it, and was more than usually spir-
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