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1t will cure any cold. Price 28 cenis.

Hawker's Cat

A positive cure for Catarrh or Cold in the head.

"WILD CHE

arrh Cure.

The Canadian Drug Co., Sole Agents.
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LIBERAL AN
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to the terms of that syndicaie,
‘regulates the business in Lue wes(
_the whole of ihe Umited Stat:
1 want to kuow if the Capadian
are go.ng to we their bands by eu
that port and abundoning vhe au
pous position they have iu St. John:
¢ will be bound to keep up this roau
meintain it as well. Lhey. will be
¢ ther necks under the yoke oi
- Vanderbilt syndicate and handing
er to another railway the busines:
shioh they could hold themseives. Ll
ey do that all 1 can say is that we can
p o the moon. (Cheers). You un
stand the position which Mr. Shaugh
v bas taken. He has told us in th
jew  which he had with the city
cil, as he told Sr Wilfrid Laurie:
L my presence -within ten days, jusi
+ he would do. He sid it frankly
i What he is after is not the
s now being doné upon the Inter
He does not attach

1 to that; but he want:
o Joy his voragious hands upon the traf
thet is to'come from Sydney. (Cheers)
the expansion in

1o be enormous. Wi
the extent anc
s on Intercolonia’
and rightfully and legitimatel)
dongs to the Intercolonial. (Cheers)
¢ anybody who has decided that we
onght to hand this traffic over to the
 Canadian Pacific considered the positior
of {he Intercolonial? Those of you whr
re prepared to stand up for the Cana
dian Pacific, do you remember that wr
have entered the city of Montreal with
_the Intercolonial? My friend here oppos
ed i% bitterly with all his might anc

pe Breton is going
poatrcely measure

Foster—Opposed what?
Blair—The extension to Montreal.

aillion doliars to do this. We went in
‘Montreal for what? For the purpos
of doing business. We went there know
’ that there was going to be an im
e development. We went knowin
cowd greatly increase and ‘improve
+the business of the Intercolonial, and you
cannot do' that without a great deal o
¢ giving a benefit to every
connected with the Intercu
giving a better servic
advantages which
might  point out if time permitted
What did we do in Cape Breton? A'h
officials of the Domirton Stecl Coufpam
ine last year and said: *“What ar
mc pared to do in order ‘to carry th
which we are going & develop 1
. 1 said: -“What do you sug
st They replied: “VWe arc in th!
position: We can take our traflic seawalc
or wn can have it carried by zail. Sho
us what you can do, and we may be it
duced to prefer shipping it by rail.”
‘told them we would put a ¢plend:d ferry
which will probably cost upwards of a qua
4er of a million dollars across the Stra:

commupity

)

ge

further that we would lay the whole lengt
of the'railway from Sydney to the Stra
and from the Strait to Travo with &
d rails, and put the road in shap
to do business in the most ipproved .an
¢xpeditious manner. I said it would cox
us upwards of a million and a quarter do
lars to do this, but it would be done. The
said: “That will be entirely satisfactor
and we will give you our business.” Ne:
seasion we got the necessary appropriatio
for the purpose.  The ferry is under wa;
the rails are being laid as fost as men ca
put them down, and yet thcse genilemc
propose that we should hand over th
business for all time to come to the Can:
dian Pacific.  (Great cheering.) ' he:
gentlemen would have you suppose th:
the government has been acting and tha
1 lave been acting in this matter froi
<ome narrow sectional point of view.
havs been doing whet I belicved to be m
1 duty as a minister of the crow
(cheers), and in a few months there w1
not be a man in this community, in m
opinion, who will not say that the cours
1 took was the wise. the prudent and tb
just one in the interests of this countr
(Eenewed cheers.) But Mr. Foster sa)
there is an answer to all this.

The C. P. R.’s Offer.

He says the C. Pz R. has offered us :
troffic arrangement whereby they are pre
pared to give us ecuough coustrucuy
mileage to yield us larger net carnings tha
we could earn by garrymng this trafiic a
the way to Montreal ever our own roac
Where does Mr. Foster get his informatic
on this subject. I want to know? Why
he simply takes the statement of Mi
Shaughnessy- (Applause.) Let us sup
pose for a moment that his statement 1
true—what would became of the Inte
colonial and its service from Monctos.
north? The Sun says that my action 1
going to deprive the . people here of the
enormous advantage of having this trathi
go through the city of St. John. Why, i
would not. be of the slightest advantag
to.have this traffic simply go through th
city. It would simply rush through. no ont
would see it and no advantages woule
accrue from it. The line north of Moncto
8 & part of the governmeont railway syt
tem. We have, as [ have just mentioned
spent what they say is equivalent to seve:
millions of money to gut into a commercia
centre, and the people along the linc of th
railway realize that there has been an im
mense advantage conferred upon them b:
this extension. 1hey see the enormous in
crease of business that is going on.
amounted to between 50 and 60 per cent
more than during the last year of the lat:
government. Has this oeen of no advan
tage to the road? It has been an advantag
in many respects, and let me refer to tw:
or three things in this connection. We are
enabled by the amount of business bein;
done to lessen the average cost of main
tenance. Moreover, you can keep yow
line open easier, and at a less cost, than i
there was less business. It is costing less
permintorunumnyminnuwedo
pow. We are able to give a better ser-
vice, and other advantages would be
obvious. If Mr. Foster’s view were to pre:
vail we would either close lo(::wn the road

. T .say that
Inter-

solonial, nor in the interest of the prov- 2 against this incompetent minister

‘nce. It would not be in the interest of
the ecity of St. John, in my honest judg-
ment. (Cheers.)

About Empty Cars.

One of the advantages, perhaps the chief
dvantage, which it is claimed by Mr.
<haughnessy must be given to him, in
.rder to keep open the winter port, is this:
tle says they have to cairry back a great
pany empty cars, and that they want to
\ave as many of them lilled as possible.
Well, I think Mr. Shaughnessy carries
Lack no more empty cars from St. John
han are usually carried back by all lines
€ wailwav that take trafic in the west
nd earry it to the seuboird. for export.
i he percentage varies from 10 to 15 per
cnt. with all the great American lines.
some of the C. P. R. officials told me that
) per cent. would about represent their
te. 1 do not ‘think, therefore, that they
ve in any worse position than anybody
lse. Look at it. The great volume of
he busiress of the Intercolonial comes
rom the west to the east. More cars
ome down laden on the Intercolonial than
o up, and we also have a great many
mpty cars to carry
lian Pacific want is that we should let
hem come and take our freight out of
ur territory in order that they might fill
ome of their empty cars, while we could
waul back more empty cars over our own
ine. (Cheers.) The more this question
« thought out the clearer becomes the posi
ijon of the Imtercolonial. My friend has
ot considered it at all; but the more it
s examined the more decided becomes the
adgment that the demand of the Canadian
‘acilic i3 unreasonable.. Do not take the
ife out of our Intercolonial business. It
sems to me we might as well give our
rafEc out and out to the Canadian Pacific
g to yield under these conditions.

The Offer Unprofitable.

But I deny, and here I take issue dis-
netiy with Mr. Foster, that under any
swoposal which the C. P. R. has made
o us for constructive mileage, or which
ce could possibly accept, there would be
sore profit in hauling our traffice to St.
,ohn and handing it to them here to
aul over their line to Montreal and the
Vest, than there would be in hauling it
.ver our own line to Montreal. That is
e very basis of their demand, and 1
iy that the gentlemen that are upholding
he case of the C. P. R. in this matte:
.o not understand it when they say thai
his arrangement would be more beneficial
0 us. hey assert it and we deny it,
nd who is to settle the question? If 1t
s to be seitled by the (Canadian Pacific,
hen let us knotw; but is the government
{ the country, the minister of railway»
nd the officials responsible for the man-
gement of the 1. € R, to have ao
ynion upen this quesiion? Are the in-
crests of the I. C. R. not to be taken
4o account at all? I say it is absurd,
nd I will prove it to anybody who wiil
Jllow the argument and whose mind is
+ all open to convietion on the question.
Vhat is this proposition?
/il give us 330 miles constructive mileage
com any point east of St. John. My
siend Dr. Stockton came very near falling
ito a hole in this connection. He did
.t know anything about this local rate
¢ 21l until it was mentioned to him, and
au will see how important a considera
ion that is. Under this proposition, i
e actual mileage which the goods are
arried exceeds 330 miles then all that
ce can get as our share would be the
roportionate mileage rate. Let me ex-
Jain to you. The point which the C-
. R. is bound to reach—if political man-
wvring can bring it about—is Sydney
Jow, Sydney is 430 miles from St. John
¢ they take our trade, bring it here and
.aul it from here to Montreal on their
‘ne we would only get the proportion
Gich 430 miles bears to the whole mile
re the freight is carried. We get no ad
antages from this constructive proposi
ion at all, and from a railway point of
jow it is not a panticle of good. (Ap
‘ause). Iow long do you imagine it
ould be, with the chairman of the Can-
lian Pacific one of the board of direct-
rs and controlling spirits in the Do
sinion Steel Company, before every pound
f freight from and {o the Sydney works
as sent via S:. John over the ¢k R
(lheers). Why we would not get a ton of
reight a year (renewed cheers) and this
wpenditure which we have made and
ihich we are going to make would be ut
orly useless, We are _equipping the In
ercolonial from end to end with 80-pound
ails for the purpose of doing business.

Don’t You Want Businéss Done
On Your Road?

Cries of yes and cheers). We are com-
sidted to the expenditure of about five
dGillion doliars for this purpose When
hese proposals were made in parliament
ay friend held up his hands in horror
ud said to me: ‘“Are you not frighten-
d to sk such amounts from purliumem‘!"
caid: No, Mr. Foster; 1 would be fright-
uned if 1 did not do it. (Cheers). We are
pend.ng that money for the purpose of
ardting  the Intercolonfal upon a foot-

- ng equal to the best single-track raflway

n the continent, and yet in the face of
ur ambitious desires in behalf of the
{ntercolonial, my friend says it is not
\aresmanlike to say it, but I still say
‘nat a pistol has been placed at my head
.ad a demand made upon me to destroy
ur business. (Cheers). 1 want to know
vho is to decide this question? Is it not
. matter which can only be safcly lef!
2 the hands of the minister and his
ficers? It is a technical railway ques-
ion, and I am afraid 1 have not been
ble to make it quite clear to you. Sure-
y the C. P. R. is not to decide it. If my
riend the ex-minister of finance were in
yarliament representing one of these On-
ario constituencies which he ‘is said to
\ave been seeking, what would be his ar-
.ument? He would say that this unbusi-
\ess-like minister had allowed himself to
'e persuaded by the president of the Can-
\dian Pacific into permitting his railway
‘0 be absolutely milked for an opposing
‘ine, -and says that the only answer he
an make is that the president of the
vanadian Pacific assured him it .will be
sery much to the advantage of the In-
tercolonial to give them this traffic.
would like to hear my

TR

back. What the Cana-.

They say they |

who
had permitted the government railway to
be sacrificed against the judgment of every
man who knew anything about the mat-
ter, simply because the Canadian Pacific
had said it wouwd be more profitable to
us to take away this traffic and to haul
back empty cars over our own line.
(Cheers). I think we will be putting the
government and Intercolonial in a very
pitiable position. Mr. Stockton mention-
ed Coldbrock and the case of a party who
wanted to ship by the Canadian Pacific.
He said there would be an embargo upon
that shipment because he would have
to pay local rates to St. John. I may
inform my fniend that

Our Local Rates are Not Alarmingly
High.

Perhaps he has never compared the sched-
ule rates on the Canadian DPacific with
.hose on the Intercolonial. If he did he
would get a fund of information. He
would find that the local rates of the
Canadian Pacitic are from 25 to 75 per
cent. higher than the Intercolonial.
(Cheers). ; : . it

Lot somebody go up river and ask the
men doing business along the line of the
Canadian Pacific in this provirce what the
rates are. Let that same gentlewan go
over the Intercolonial and ask the people;
doing business there what the rates are,
and he will find what a marked ditterence
there is in the rates charged by the two!
voads and how much less they are upon |

‘the I. C. R. than upon the C. P. R.; 80

that this local rate is not a very SCTIOUS |
-onsideration at all. It would be after you |
sot a considerable distance away. Prob- |
ably when you got 200 or 250 miles away |
vou would find the constructive mileage
would be less. 1 am not going to take
ap your time this “afternoon w.th a dis-
suss.on of the old contract. My time will
aot permit it. 1 say the C. P. R. hasj
aothing to complain of today.in our ar- |
rangements. We are perfectly willing to
lo for them exactly as any business rail-:

way . company would do for any other
railway company ou th:s conitinent.;
(Cheers). = Mr. Shaughnes:sy himself ad-§

inits that the attitude of the government |
n this matter is entirely in accord with !
cailway business, with pailway custom and
with railway usage. le says further that |
e knows of no case para'lel with that,
which he asks to be forceda upon the
. R.—no similar instance of oue raiiway
wking from another railway terms
such as they are demanding from
us; so that = you have  railway
business, railway custom and rail-
way preecedent and everything in favor
of a' rejection of the demand which this
ompany is making upon .us. (Cheers).
I'hey are not badly used by the Inter-,
wlonial. We are allowing them to bring
freight to any point on our line, and yet
ve have a right from a railway point of
¢.ew of claiming that Montreal is a point
yn the I. C. R., and that we have a right
lo carvy that freight by our long haui, or
'se the company which delivers it on the
.hort haul should pay us local rates from
the point where we receive it from them.

That is Railway Usage.

We do not evact that; but we give them,
the privilege of going into the territory at:
the terminus of our line at Montreal,
couring all the business they can, and
bringing it down and delivering it to us
here for distribution eastward. More
Jian that we haul one extra train to and
rom Halifax every day merely as an ac-.
sommodation for them, and on the ordin-
iry cost which the hauling of that train
would be charged by one railway against
.nother that means an absolute gift to
.ne Canadian Pacific by us of $176,000 a -
cear. (Cheers). They only pay a mere
vagatelle for the station pr.vileges wiich
hey get from us here. Yor repairs and
ceeping the thing going they pay only a'
ere trifle, and for the use of our station,’
we., they only pay the pittance of $100 a
cear. They do not have to erect any sta-
jons or provide any expensive yards, but
set it all for $100 a year; and yet they |
vant the pound of flesh. (Applause). They
ay that because 1 cannot in the discharge:
f my duty in my respons.ble position
vield to that demand, rhat 1 am an enemy
f theirs. 1 am no enemy of the (fanadian
Pacific. My conduet shows that 1 have
reated them fairly. They come in con-
Lact with my department at every turn, |
with myself individually ‘as the chairman
of the railway committee of the privy
.ouncil upon questions of great moment,
«nd as a member of the railway committee
of the House of Commons. They come in
.ontact with me individually in my minis-
terial capacity, and 1 have not heard them
aise a murmur of complaint, except that
[ supported the charter for the Kettle
valley Railway againgt theim wish when
[ felt that that country was entitled to
.nother railway. What is the fact? The
\nference is that unless you yield to every
Jemand that is made upon you by one
of these railway companies you are going
to be characterized es an enemy. 1 say,
out upon such occasions. No self-regpect-
ng man could fiil the position of minister
» railways unless he were allowed to ex-
srcise his best judgment upon these ques-

tions. (Cheers). 1 am no enemy. 1 wish
them well. 1 would do anything to fur-
ther their interests. 1 admire their

adhievements; but I cannot yield to their
wvishes upon every question, or upon any,
when it runs counter to the best judgment
{ can form. I can only do the best L can
«nd when I reach a firm conviction upon!'
1 question I would be a poltroon if I al-
lowed any railway corporation to make
me back down. (Cheers).

Mr. Blair Will Not Yield.

1 am on the defensive. I am not aggres- |
sive; I am not taking a hostile attitude. '
[ am simply standing on ground which 1
think is strong enough and broad enough
to entitle me to the support of the free
nd intelligentt judgment of this electorate.
(Cheers). My friend here ridiculed my
statement that I was standing with my
back to the wall. How could I better ex-
press it? I must stand there, and stand
shere 1 will, let the consequences be wihat

they may. (Cheers). I ask you this ques- |
tion: In the light of the facts which I|

have presented to you, and I ‘have made a'
gincere effort to acquaint myself with every
detail that is material to a proper decis-

friend thundering

i door wide open.

' ple.

! ought to say that I cannot

jon of this question, am I right or am 1
wrong? (Cries of “Right”). - Now, abou.
the Grand Trunk agrcement. Let me tell
you that so far as the Guand Trunk agre.-
ment is concerned it has no more connec
tion with this question of your winter
port, or with the controversy between the
(anadian Pacific and ourseives than has
the 23rd chapter of Genesis. If we mnevel
had an agreemcnt with the Grand Trunk
the same question would have arisen.

A voice—You are under tueir thumb.

Mr. Bliar—Am I? I have an agreement
with the Grand Trunk which 1 do not
hesitate to say is the best ever obtained
from tbat company. (Cheers).

The Grand Trunk has no more to do,
nor has that arrangement any more to do,
with this controversy than anything you
could imagine—no connection in. the re-
motest degree. If we never had such an
agreement we would still have to go to
Montreal with our business. We would
have to carry it by the long haul, and the
C. P. R, would still be making this de-
mand. 1 was amused when my friend, Dr.
Stockton, dilated with such fervor upon
the blow struck at Canadian labor by our
sending freight to Montreal, delivering it
1o the Grand Trunk, to be hauled by them
to the weet almost entirely through Am-
erican territory. The nonorable gentleman
evidently imagines there is some traffic
of that kind goin on. (Cheers.) I may
say 1 made it a point to inquire of the
traffic superintendent of the 1 R s
day as to the extent of that tradeyand he
said it was merely nominal. He said there
were a few cars of condensed milk—he
could not remembter anything else—that
did go to the Pacific coast, but he added

that_his own belief was, and he was quite |

sure of it, that everyone of those cars
was delievered to the C. P. R. at Mon-
treal and was taken over that road to that
Pacific coast. (Applause.)

What a Big Bugbear

you can make out of nothing if you only
trust to your imagination for your facts

! and are absolutely ignorant of the sub-

ject. (Laughter and cheers;) The Grand
‘irunk has no arrangement with us which
is not an exceedingly favorable arrange-
ment for the government. We get four

tons of - freight from the Grand
Trunk ' at 'Montreal - for cvery . ton
that we deliver to them.  (Ap

plause.) The amount of business which
comes to us from the arrangement is enor-

I.! mous, and.the profit-on the business we

get from the Grand Trunk is just six times
ag great as upon the business which we
get from the C. P. R. (Applause.) Why
is the volume so muéh larger? It is be-
cauce the Grand ‘Trunk drains almost every
portion of the province of Ontario, white
the C. P. R. does notrserve anything like
as much territory in that province, and
therefore does not - pick up.as much traffic.
e made the arrangement with the com-
pany that would give us the most trafhic,
and we said to the Grand Trunk: “We
will deliver to you at Montreal all uncon-
signed freight for points
in consideration of your giving to us at
Montreal all freight intended for points
ou the Jntercolonial.”: But we leave the
If the Canadian Pacitic
wants the freightsdelivered to them at St.
Roealie or any junction near Montreal we
will do it, provided theys get the shipper to
say he wants it sent in that way. They
are free to do this, but they will not do
it, because they want to .get all the busi-
ness or none at all. (Cheers.) All our
business with the Grand Trunk is inland
business. I don’t think we ever received

- a car of export traffic from them and we

certainly never délivered them one. My
friend, Dr. Stockton, has suggested that
we send grain by the Grand Trunk to be
shipped from Portlard. I say we do mot
gend any export’ business at all over the
(irand Trunk, and we receive very little
from them; but we do receive and will
receive export traftic from the Canada At
Jantic, and I want to say to Dr. Stockton
that we are neither borrowing or begging
any business—we are getting business on
business principles from the Canada At-
lantic. (Cheers.)

Cargoes Instead of Cars.

Instead of borrowing a car, I do not
kunow any reason why we could not have
four or five cargoes in the early part ol
the scason. Grain cargoes are weak this
year owing to a shortage in the crop. 1
am not going to answer Mr. Stockton’s

_question as to what this is going to cost.

(berisive laughter.) No; and you would
not get a raizway man to answer any such
question. (Cheers.) 1 will tell you what
we did do. We have competed with the
Canadian Pacifie for traflic from Montreal
to St. John. Business men in St. John
know that. We bring a large amouut ol
tonnage around these 741 miles and delive:
it as cheaply as does the (anadian Pacific.
We do not lose any money on the trans
action, I want to tell you that. (Cheers.)
That is enough for the purposes of the
people both in Halifax and in St. John,
and they may re:t assured we are going
to do business on an export scale, and we
are not going to lose «ny inuney on the
transaction. I am not going to say how
much we will make: but there is one
thing v-c are prepared to do. We are pre-
pared to do all that in our power lies to
bring business to the Canadian winter
perts during the winter season. (Cheers.)
My friend, Mr. Foster, has been making
a great point by sayiug the Intercolonial
does not belong to Blair, but to the peo-
1 applaud that statement. and I am
determined that it shall continue to be-
long to the people. (Cheers.)

Before I leave this question T think 1
but admire the
steadiness and firmness with which the

: people of this constituency have resisted

the efforts which have been made to scare
them into submission to the C P E
(Cheers.) 1f there is ane thing that will
redound to the honor and glory of this
constituency, and which makes me feel
{hat 1 would be proud to be your repre-
sentative, it is the manner in which in
this crisis you have held your ground with
nerve. (Cheers.) And you may rely upon
it with confidénce that you have made an
honest appeal not cnly to the Liberal gov-
ernment at Ottawa but to the Liberal
party throughout the wide dominion.
(Cheers-) i ;

Other Canvasses.

I will leave the winter port quee‘;ion
just here so that I may take up two or
three othe~ subiects whi-® on

west of Montreal. |

nuch discussed in this campaign. 1 know
they are not exciting a very deep inter-
st here, owing to the exceptional circum-
stances which obtain; but I observe that
iny friend has been saying here, as else-
where, that the Libeiul party has not
made any material reform in the tariff,
but that it is pretty much as he left it;
that we are practically mainta:ning the
national policy as it was bequeathed
10 us;by our predecessors. Now 1 entirely
repudiate the correctuess of that state-
ment. 1 say we have made material re-
ductions in the tarifi. Mr. Foster says
the reduction amounted to 1-1300 part of
e per cent., or something like that. 1
say the reduction has been over 23 per
cent. That was proved-in parliament, and
the hon. gentleman coald not disprove it.
(Cheers.) But let the percentage be what
it may, if the Foster tariff had been ap-
plied to the imports into this country last
vear we would have taken $5,000,000 more
nut of the pockets of the Canadian people
than we did talke under the Fielding tariff.
(Applause.) 1t is amusing to hear the hon.
gentleman say we have the same old na-
tional policy baby he left in 1806. Why
in 1897 they didn’t recognize the child at
all.  (Laughter.) In 1897 he sat beside his
leader in parliament and heard his leader
denounce the Fielding tariff as a tarifi
which would utterly destroy the indus-
tries of this country. Why did he say
that? Because we were letting down the
protection wall a bit. If we were not let-
ting it down how were we going to injure
the industries, I want to know? (Cheers.)
Read what Sir Charles Tupper said and
what Mr. Foster himself said on the ques-
{ tion, and you will be upt to infer that in
1897 they were overwhelmed with the dan-
! ger which had come uyon (Canada through
. the action of the Liberal government in
\lowering the tariff wall and disturbing
! materially this principle of high protec-
tion. But the predicted ruin did not come.
{ They predicted that the chimneys would
! be smokeless, that peopre would be thrown
out of employment, and Sir Charles Tup-
per said that already he heard the wail of
manufacturers and laborers rising up in
protest against this devescating blow which
we had dealt at the manufacturing indus-
tries of Canada. But time went on; every-
thing seemed to be »mproving; business
hegan to grow; manufacturers had more
call for their products, put on more hands
and wages increased. The country got
apon the upward plane and have gone
on from tliat time till the present until
we are able to present to you a picture
without parallel in the history of our
~ountry. (Cheers.) What ‘became of these
<entlemen? Were they in eackeloth and
ashes over the stories they had told and
the woe they had predicted? You cannot
make a change any more rapidly than these
rentlemen did. They who had denounced
he Fielding tariff as absolitely riinous to
the industries recognized it as their own

Long-lost Naticnal Policy Baby-

(Laughter.) They flung their arms arourd
it and drew it fondly to their breast, and
said, We did not know you in 1897 but we
know you now. (Laughter.) Protection
was their offspring; a little child of their
own. They nurtured and pampered it un-
til it was a striplivg of 17. It is strange,
if it was the same youngster, that they
Jid not recognize it. ‘Lhe inference is, that
they are simply trying to make the people
elieve that there was no material change
in the national policy. (Cheers.) One
thing, however, they cannot dispute, and
that is that today tfie tarift is ong-third
less than it was in their time as applied
to the products of the mother country.
{hat preference enables consumers to ob-
tain the class of goods that are produced
in England, no matter where they may
come from. or even if made at home, at
. reduced cost. The reduced tariff controls
the price at which these articles are sold.

My friend, Mr. Foster. has been telling
the people that this government has been
responsible for ‘the high price at which
.ommodities are selling. 1 could scarcely
have credited the statement were it not
that T have seen it repeated in many news-
sapers. You would imagine that coming
from an ex-minister of finance there would
e something in such e statement. But
qow conld the government raise the price
£ commodities by lowering the tariff? The
sext proposition would be that the lower
he tariff the higher the prices. If our
fseal legislation in Canada has brought
ip the prices of ordinary staple articles
chich you consume, 1 wonder whether the
ame Fielding tariff could be held account-
able for the increase in price which has
‘aken place the wide world over? [ was
+ little bit amused to think that my friend
vould have made an efiort to beguile even
the unthinking portion of his hearers inty
wy such absurd helief. .

With a Different Application.

Y shall have to draw my observations to a
lose, although there are a great many
questions which I wouid like to discuss.
L would like to remind my friend of a few
things, however, since he 1s to speak after
me. 1 hope he will not fail to teil that
{ndian and wigwam story.

Mr. Foster—(ood story that.

Mr. Blair—He ought Yo vary that a little,
and [ would suggest an amendment.  He
wants to teil it so that it would hava a
good strong local application. He wants
to say that it was not the Indian that was
lost, but that it was Mr. Foster that was
loss. (Cheers.) He wants to say that it
was not the wigwam that was lost; but
that it was the St. John harbor and port
that was lost. (Cheers.)

A voice—What about the dog biscuits?

When my friend comes to denounce the
Crow's Nest proposal, whidh he does on
divers and sundry casions, T would ask
him not to leave the clectorate to suppose
{hiat the only «ubstantial difference be-
~ween the way in whicdh his government
dealt with that question and the way the
ate government proposed to ‘deal with it
was that they were to give five thousand
Jollars a mile and loan twenty thousand
n addition, while we gave eleven thousand
‘n cash. As far as the Tonorable gentle-
man has gone it is true, but he leaves a
very large amount of fact unstated. He
never tells anybody that in addition to
yur getting the contract from them to
build that railway we secured from the
company the title to not less than fifty
‘housand acres of coal lands in British
Columbia, which we hold and which we
will hold as a guara ntee to the mining in-
dustries of that country that the priee
of coal will never be raised above two dol-
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jars per ton. (Applause). Did he tell
you that we had control of a large area
of t'mber lauds in ubat country so that
the price of timber should not become
a monopoly?

My, Foster—Where do you hold * that
timber?

Mr. Blair—We hold it under a solemn
obligation from the country that it may
be given when called for. (Derisive laugh-
ter by the Development Ciub). We con-
trol the price and control it in such a way
that it cannot be made a monopoly,so that
it will be open to say to persons who
may want it at any time, as we control
{he price of coal within this area of fifty
thousand acres and thereby control the
price of all other coal mined by coal com-
panies in that country.

Reduction: in Grain Rates.

Did he tell you that as a further condi-
ton we secured a reduction of three
cents per hundred pounds in the freight
rate on all grain shipped over the Can-
adian Pacific? (Cheers). This on an out-
put of 40,000,000 bushels would represent
an enormous saving to the farmers of the
Northwest. Will Mr. Foster tell you that
he not only did not oppose the passage
of this measure through parliamens, but
that he was exceedingly anxious: that it
should get through and be passed on to
the senate?

When the honorable gentleman pictures
the Yukon lands as picked gold lands,
does he tel you that there has not been
a grain of gold fouad in any of them?
Or does he tell you that the railway
which has been built is not a substitute
of the Teskn railway? Ours was an all-
wnadian route, to be built for the pur-
pcse of carrying goods without their be-
ing taken to a foreign port.

Does he tell you that his party is pledg-
ed to wipe out the British preference?
[ have not time to dwell upon that. He
viould destroy the fine warm feeling which
has been raised in the mother country
by the action of this government. He
would create a coldness by going to that
country and saying that we must get
something from them, or we would re-
fuse to admit their goods cheaper than
those of other countries. I hope he
wil tell that tenderfoot story, and
“Dance, you bcggars, dance.” That is an
interesting story. It has appealed to
thousands throughout Canada. I think
it was told here in the rink, and would
bear repetition; but when he comes to
tell it, and pictures somebody with a
pistol aimed at his own feet, I would sug-
gest that he -dance the anti-prohibition
dance. (Cheers). 1 hope he will tell you
the splendid exhibit .in trade which has
been made, showing that our exports and
imports have grown by $142,000,000 in
four years as compared with $66,000,000
in eighteen years. (Cheers). I hope that
he il point to the condition of the pub-
lic debt as compared with the years of
his adminstraticn, showing you that it
has incveased but a little over $7,000,000
since 1896, as compared with an average
annual increase of

86,500,000 during the
..ohtcen yvears of the Coiservative regime.
When he comes to tell you about the
extravagance of this government on or-
dinary expenditure accounts, I hope he
wiil itell you what these extra four or five
ovMions were used for. If he did, and he
can, 'he would  place the case
£ the government beyond criticism.
He never told you that $2,500,000 of this
oxpenditure was in connection with the
Yukon, and that nearly $1,500,000 was for
the Intercolonial Railway, and that the
receipts from these two sources more than
wovercd the extra expenditure. (Cheers).
[ would like him to give us the inside his-
tory of the event which took place in 1896
in which he was the leading spint, when
he demanded of his premier, Sir Macken-
zie Bowell, that he should surrender the
premiership to him. He aspired to be
rremier of Canada. He was not willing to
reach that postion by the ordinary meth-
ods, or to step up by degrees as men usual-
iy do; but when he got his leader in the
position of having the - address to the
speech from the throne before parliament,
he and the six other traitors, as Sir Mac-
kenzie himself spoke of them afterwards,
marched in and said “Get out.” (Cheers).
You would think that would have been
an occason when the qualities of honor
in public life of which he boasts so much,
might very aptly have been displayed. Mr.
Fodter would have you feel that the city
ought to be proud that so truly a good
man as he is was before them as a candi-
date. Virtue exudes from him like per-
fume from the rose. (Laughter). You
could not touch him without being bene-
fited. But these things are all very well
to talk about to people who do not know
the hcnorable gentleman; happily they de
not make any impression upon the sobel
electorate of this country. He had better
abstain from appealing from political plat-
forms to Sunday school teachers and the
pastors of our churches to give him their
support on account of his superior virtue.

At this stage a gentleman in the De-
velopment Club area arose and, amid many
‘interruptions, said that he regarded this
as an insult to the pastors and Sunday
sehool teachers, of the land.

Alr. Blair—Such appeals as Mr. Foster
lias been making must be offensive to the
porsons appealed to. I do not think it
becoming for any gentleman to go upon
the public platform and lecture people
who aro just as respectable as himself,
just as moral men as himself, who st just
‘as Ligh a price upon their honor and prop-
er conduct as he doés. I do not think it
is becoming to him. Kach of our charac-
tors arc before the community and they
can judge.

1 appeal to you to support Colonel Tuck-
er and myself as the candidates of the
Liberal party. We represent a party
which has a good record, which has well
administered your affairs, which has given
you clean and houest government, which
has at its head a gentleman—

A voice—Tlarte.

Mr. Blair—Let me say that when 1
stated that the government concurred in
and approved my policy and action with
regard to this Canadian Pacific Railway
matter 1 stated what is the fact.

Dr. Stockton—And Tarte is a liar.

Mr. Blair—I think Mr. Tarte made the

is no evidence that

statement—if he did make it, and there
be did—without know- { on Mr.
ledge. He was out of the country for a}

considerable period. (Derisive laughter by
the Development Club). The fact remains,
Zentlemen, whether a portion of you sneer
or not, that 1 am acting in this matter
with the government or Cinada beh.nd me,
and the view which I have presented to
you of this quest.on as the view of my col-
leagues will be enforced. We have at our

head as leader a broad-minded statesman. .

He is a prince among men. (Cheers). And
he heads a government which is deter-
mined that the marisime provinces shall
enjoy a share of the splendid future which
lies open before this wide dominion. There

1s ‘unquestionably a great development in |

store for us. You can see it. (Cheers).

it is the design of the government that |

the winter business of Canada shall, as far
as legisiation can possibly insure it, pass
through our own ports. A better friend
the maritime provinces have never had than
the premier of the government of which
1 have the honmor to be a member.
(Cheers). One word more, the Liberal
party will receive on the 7th of November
a further lease of power. (Cheers). I hope
to go back as your representative. (Great
cheers). 1 hope to have my friend Colonel
Tucker with me. (Cheers). What-
ever it - i8 in my power to
do as a minister and as your representa-
tive I know I shall be aided and supported
in doing by my respected friend, Colonel
Tucker. With his influence to strengthen
my hands, and the splendid support the

government is going to get from the other

counties of this province, 1 can assure
you that my best efiorts will be devoted
to the promotion of your welfare. (Great
and long sustained cheering).

GLORGE E. FOSTER.

s

The Critic of Canada True to His Role

In opening his speech, Mr. Foster said °

he had seen in the country where he was

vorn that, where they had two horses in '’
% teama '2hd . onme. was  rather
broken in knee and wind (hisses)
that they put a good  anpimal-

alongside and gave the advantage of the:
trace to the weaker horse.
today. Dr. Stockton had been put up to
speak against nothing. The minister had
nearly two hours. He (Foster) had but
one hour and Bespoke kind attention. Mr-
Blair had said he had heard the refrain
coming from a log in Cape Breton “Other:
refuge have 1 noue.”
heard that song from Restigouche to
Queens county. The people knew whether:
he (Foster) bad to seek a constituency or
not. Mr. Blair had made a slip during hisy
speech and said he was not going to be:
beaten by him.

ister thought he was going to be beaten:

e said the city council and board of trade,

were against him. 7Then there must, said
the speaker, be something wrong, for who

should have the city’s interests more to,

heart than these bodies.

“1t’s poiitics,” said a voice.

Mr. Foster continued, saying that this
was a bad break by Mr. Blair. Mr. Blait
did not want the Sunday school and
church brought into politics, and he had
spoken of fionor. Mr. Blair denied tlatly
that in 1891 he handed $5,000 of Pacaud’s
money sent to corrupt constituencies. Was
it true? Mr. LFoster read a letter of
March 14, 1891, dealing with this matter.
e asked if anyone would doubt that the
.etter was by G W. W eldon. He said the

\inister’s polities consisted principally. of *

Mr. Foster said he presumed to
.ecture no man, but he had a right to ex-
press his belief that honor and fidelity
were elements which we ought to keep as
the basis of our governmeut and no sneers
of Mr. Blair would eradicate this from his
wind or belief. He then cailed attention
to an omission, he said, of the minmster of
railways. Mr. Blair could have all the
records of all transportation, payments and
receipts and could give them to the peo-
ple if he chose. Were Mr. Stockton’s reas-
onable questions? 'Lhe people were inter-
osted in the winter port. Mr. Blair would
iive whether we had it or not, but would
it be comfort for stevedores and laborers
when the wiuter port went, to know that
when Mr. Biair backed against the wall
that they had supported him in his quar-
ved? .

Last year, the speaker said, 63 vessels
took 200,000 tons of freight from St. John;
another fact was that Mr. Shaughnessy said
he wouid be obliged to abandon the work
this year unless an agreement was made
with Mr. Blair. When a man backed up
against one door Mr. Foster held he should
open another. This was not a question of
the C. P. R. swallowing the L. ¢ R Al
that was asked was that Mr. Blair should
come down from his high seat and make
an arrangement that would let both lines
live. Was there ground for the C. P. K.
thinking there showd be . an agreement?
e e P, R suid | they did
not ask_  for the same agree-
sent as before, but something that would
let both live. Mr. Blair said no. Mr.
Shaughnessy in 1899 had asked ior a tem-
porary arrangement for eight moutke. Then
he suggested that the matter be referred
to a railway expert in the United Stales
and let both abide by his decision. Mr.
Blair said he (Foster) held a brief from
the C. P. R. He replied that mo corpot-
ation or body of men on earth held a tag
to him. He was doing his duty as a pub-
iic man and he asked the people to say
he was. What public man could live with-
out being against or in favor of these great
corporation interests at one time or other?
But he asked that his record and that of
Mr. Blair be put side by side.

Mr. Blair had said he would not recede.
He was a coward who did not recede when
he was wrong. Only the bully stood to a
position whether right or wrong. What
questions were put to Mr. Blair? In 1883.
the people concluded tnat 740 miles of rail-
way haulage could not compete with 207
miles—one to St. John and the other to
Portland. On this decision the government
invested $2,800,000 to bring the 740 miles
down to 481 from Montreal so that an
ocean port here would have better chance
to compete with Portland. Was the whole
country wrong in 1885 and Mr. Blair right
now? We only had Mr. Blair's word for
it and he (Foster) would not take his
most blatant statement against his ory. Mr.
Blair made hiy famous arrangement by
pledging himself to the Grand Trunk to
take, for 99 years, half the amount of pay
for the same amount of houlage. He called
Blair to show by figures how he
could haul freight to St. John and comw-

deals.

This was done *

In 1896 he (Foster)

This meant that the min-




