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Kumassi Could Not Have
Held Qut for

MANY DAYS LONGER.

/

.

The Town was a Scene of Horror
and Desolation--Native Defend-
ers Were Too Weak to Stand--

Supplies Left for the Garrison--
Two Officers Wounded.

London, July 22.—Advices just received
here say that Col. Willcocks, the com-
mander of the relief column in Ashanti,
describes his entrance into Kumassi July
15 as presenting a scene of horror and
desolation, burned houses and putrid

ies being visible on all sides. He
adds that the native soldiers were too
weak to stand and that the Bmtish off-
cers thanked God for the relief, as a few
more days would have seen the end.

Col. Willcocks left the garrison well
supplied with food and ammunition.

Fumsu, July 22.—The Kumassi relicf
column has just arrived here from Ku-
massi, which it left July 17, bMnging the
old garrison, about 20 fairly fit men, 70
broken down invalids and some women
and children, in a pitiful condition.

The success of Col. Willcocks was due
to his choice of a route not suspected by
the Ashantis who had concentrated in
thousands along the eatsern route but in
much smaller numbers along the west-
ern route, via Picci, which Col. Willcocks
adopted. :

Even as it was the Ashantis were ac-
tive and the roads knee deep in mud.
Col.-Willcocks took a couple of villages by
bayonet charge. Beyond Ekwanda he
found the tribesmen in a strong position
behind stockades. It was a large war
camp with the chief commander of the
Ashanti army, estimated at 4,000 men.

After a heavy fire on both sides for
nearly an hour, Col. Willcocks ordered
8 bayonet charge and the troops rushed
:.hrough the thick bush cheering vigorous-
ly.

The Ashantis did not wait for the bay-
onet but fled in confusion. The casual-
ties of Col. Willcocks were two officers
wounded, two matives killed and 17
wounded. i

On finding Kumassi in such a terrible
eondition, Col. Willcocks, after cutting
bush and burning the bodies, placed the
whole force upon half rations, an arrange-
ment cheerfully borne.

No opposition was met on the return
Jjourney.

FROM NEWFOUNDLAND.

Strike Leaders Released — A Deserting
Seaman's Sufferings.

St. John’s, Nfld.,July 23.—The leaders of

" the Bell Island strike were released today

on their own recognizances; but the strike
sitnation is unchanged.

William Warwick, seaman, who desert-
ed the English vessel Little Pet, was
found yesterday on an island off the
south coast where he had been for 20
days without food and little drinking
water. When rescued he was barely alive
and it will he necessary to amputate both
his feet.

Conditions in India.

London, July 23.—The viceroy of India,
Baron Curzon of Kedleston, telegraphs to
Tord Geo. Hamilton, secretary of state,
for India, that the monsoon continucs
favorable this week, except in Gujerat,
XKathiawar, Baroda and Rajputana West,
where cultivation is at a standstill and
rain is greatly nceded for fodder.

The number on the famine relief list now
reaches 6,281,000. i

Fire at Economy. o

"
D et

Central Economy, N. 8., July
(Special).—A house and three barns of
Lowell Marsh, valued at two thousand
dollars, were destroyed by fire early Sat-
urday morning. There is insurance in the
Norwich Union for one thousand dol-
lars.

Killed by a Bull.
] e—

Belleville, July 23 —(Special)—Edward
Cartwright, employed by John 8. Mec-
Gurn, of Thurlow, was gored by a bull
lJast night, and died of his injuries in the
hospital four hours later. His wife drove
the bull off, but not until its' horns had
penetrated Cartwright’s abdomen.

Estimate of the Yukon Output.

Toronto, July 23— (Special)—Harry Malls,
manager of the Bank of Commerce in
Dawson, Yukon Territory, has arrived
here. He reports the expectations are
the gold output this year will amount to
fully $25,000,000.

Athletes Dined.

Paris, July 23.—Commissioner General
Peck entertained at dinner this evening
the Amberican athletes who contested in
the world amateur coampionstip con-
tests in connection with the Paris exposi-

tion.

Out of Danger.

e

"Quebec. July 93.—(Special)—The presi-

. dent of the senate, Sir Alphonse Pelletier,
_ pow. considered out of danger, according
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Brakeman Burris Needed Re-
pairs.

iz

A TERRIBLE FIGHT,

There was a Row in Truro Yes-
terday in Which Terrible Wounds
Were Inflicted on a Railroad
Man by a Boarding House Keeper
--A Woman in the Case,

s .

Truro, N. 8., July 23.—(Special).--
There was an exciting time this after-
noon at a place commonly known ns
“T'he Bowery,” which resulted in serious
injuries for one of the particpants. It
appears Burgen, who lives in the
“Bowery,” had Brakeman Burris to din-
ner with him. It is not known how mat-
ters developed, but a terrible fi:tic en-
counter ensued. The visitor proved too
many for the host and a hatchet was
resorted to. When this row fnally sub-
sided Burris had a horrible gash in his
cheek under his eye, which had neariy
destroyed its sight. The end of his nose
was cut off and he was cut in the back
and stomach.

Dr. McKay took four stitches in the
cheek wound and sewed the nose on.
At the time of telegraphing no arrests
had been made. .

It is generally understood an investiga-
tion will take place to-morrow, when it is
cxpected it will be found the fight we-
curred over the wife of-one of the men.
A carving knife and a revolver were in

t?videnoe when assistance rcached the
TORPEDO RAN STRAIGHT.

Hit a Submarine Target Squarely—-A
Whitehead Shattered on a Rock.

B ]

Newport, R. 1., July 21.-—Naval officers
are discussing with interest the results of
the explosion in Narragansett Bay yes-
terday of a Whitehead torpedo fully
equipped for service.

“The object,” said a mnaval officer high
in authority, “was to test the method of
firing exploders, or war heads of White-
head  torpedocs, so an old torpedo was
repaired sufficiently, and - permission was
obtained to run it so as to make a ser-
vice test of the firing mechanism and of
the method of exploding.

“The torpedo was fired from the stern
tube of the torpedo boat Porter .while
gothg at a fourteen knot speed. It was
discharged at a range of five hundred
yards. 1t ran straight at a depth of about
six feet and struck a rock at which it was
aimed. The detonation was of what is
known as the first order. A column ot
water from seventy-five to one hundred
feet broad was sent into the air.

“The torpedo was evidently broken into
fragments, the largest being about two
inches  square. Such fragments were
thrown on the rocks.

“The experiment was very successful, as
it was demonstrated that the Whiteheads
will run straight at a proper depth and
do their work perfectly.”

The war head contained 118} pounds of
wet gun cotlon, 1 pound and 6 ounces
of dry gun cotton and 39 grains of ful-
minate of mercury. It is intended to
make, with the aid of divers, a careful
and detailed examination of the rpck
;lg«mi)nst which the torpedo was shot.

CHINESE CAPITAL IS DIRTY.
Described. as the_P-la—ce of “Dirt, Dust
and Disdain.”

e

’
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Pekin lends itself to nickname and alliter-
ation. An -English minister describes it as
the place cf *‘dirt, dust and disdain.”’ Others
have found it, like Lord Amherst, a city of
despair. Mr. Henry Norman says that the
two moments when one appreciates it are
the first sight of its frowning gates and the
last. Whatever it is or is not to the ‘‘men
of long views,” it must always be one of the
uerve centres of human interest and inter-
national relations. During the dynasty of
those Mings whose name was the war cry of
the Taipings, and is today in the mouths of
many of the secret societies that form the
great difficulty ¢f Chinese rule and manage-
ment, it was a city of but second-rate im-
portance.

Their attention- was given to the embel-
ushment cof the now half-wasted city of
Nankin, often called ‘‘the national capital,”
but Pekin has been the imperial capital since
the Ta-Tsings seized the throne, and those
who are qualified to speak are of opinion
that any notion of degrading it from its
pride of place, to suit the convenience of
1suropean diplomacy, is forcdoomed to fail-
ure. It is not only the capital of Manchus,
it is the capital of the mandarins. The offi-
cial word is of the Pekinese stamp, and the
Pekinese is the official language, the tongue
of the graduate and educated man. To the
ear it has a pleasnter and softer sound than
the rough dialects of the provinces, and it
has been developed and molded to the elabor-
ate and ornate phrases of polite society. The
*'gh'" is often heard instead of harder and
more uncouth conjunctions.—[London Tele-
graph.

Found Wounded.
—

Ottawa, July 23.—(Special)—Mr. Wind-
sor, manager of the fish and game club at
thirty-one mile lake is lying in a danger-
ous condition today. The guests of the
club were startled yesterday by hearing
a shot fired upstairs. Upon going up
Windsor was found lying on the floor
with a smoking revolver by his side and
bullet wound over the heart. A doctor
was sent for immediately but at last re-
ports there were small hopes of recovery.
How the wound was inflicted is not
krown as Windror was in comfortable
cireumstances atid no reason ig known for
his committing suicide. ‘

']

POOR DOCUMENT

ST. JOHN, N. B, WEDNESDAY, JUL

London, July 24—The Chinese ininiuter,
Sir Chih Chen Lo Feng Luh, has com-
municated to the press the following des-

patch from Sheng, director-general of
Chiinese railways and telegraphs, and Tao
Tai of Shanghai, dated Shanghai, July 23:

“Information from Pekin, dated ‘July
18, says that the Tsung Li Yamen deput-
ed Won-Jui, an under secretary of the
department to see the foreign ministers
and he found everyone well without any
missing, the German minister excepted.

“General Yung Lu is going to the
throne to send them. all under escort to
Tien Tsin, in the hope that the military
operations will then be stopped.”

The Shanghaa correspondent of the Daily
Mail, telegraphing July 22, says:

“A letter from a Chinese official in
Shan Tung has been received by a native
funationary here containing the following
passage:

“At the beginning of the month the for-
eign missionaries (?) made several at-
tempts to send messages out of Pekin,
but, thanks to the strict watch kept on
the city, the bearers were all caught and
executed. On the 4th inst., only 400 for-
eigners, much exhausted, were left alive
in Pekin, and, ome night, when the big
guns were incessantly fired, it was known
that all the legations and the foreigners
were finished, although pretended tele-
grams contradict these facts,”

The St. Petersburg correspondent - of
the Daily Mail asserts that there are dif-
ferences of opinion in the Russian council
of war., The minister of war, General
Kouropatkin, wishes to send 100,000 men
to clear the rebels out of Manchuria. On
the other hand, according to this corres-
pondent, Emperor Nicholas wishes the
operations limited to the defence and
pacification of the frontier distriets. Iet
two strong armies, one of the allies in the
south and the other of the Russians in
the north, confront the Chinese, and the
rising—so the Czar is said to argue—
would be bound to collapse.

“We want no conquests” he is reported
to have declared at the conclusion of a
sitting of the council. “What we desire
is to protect our frontiers and to steer in-
to smooth waters the Chinese ship of
state, now buffetted by the waves of civil
war.” ¢

There is nothing further this morning
that throws any light upon the mysterious
situation. Two urgent despatches were
addressed yesterday by the Chinese min-
ister to the Pekin government and to the
director of telegraph administration,
strongly advocating the necessity of restor-
ing telegraphic communication with a view
of enabling the powers to obtain proof
of the safety of the foreign ministers.
Until such proofs are secured, no one
here is inclined to alter the opinion that
the Chinese are merely juggling to gain
time. ’

Rumor circulated briskly around the
personality of Li Hung Chang. He is cred-
ited with a mission to offer to cede to the
allicd powers two provinces as indemnity
for the outrages and also offer to restore
and give facililies for trade with the
outside world on condition of the surren-
der of the Kio Chou, Wei-Hai-Wei and
Manchuria by the powers, and the with-
drawal of all missionaries. Little at-
tention, however, need be paid to any of
these rumors.

In a private message from Shanghai it
is asserted that Li Hung Chang avows that
the object of his journey is to place the
regular Chinese army in line with the al-
lied troops for the suppression of the
Boxers.

The Times editorially suggests that Li
Hung Chang is playing the old game of
the sublime Porte by putting forward pro-
posals which will appear in different de-
grees and ways to different powers. It
sayrs:

“President McKinley has been asked to
mediate; and the request is facilitated by
the care which has been taken in Wash-
ington not to commit the United States
to any very thorough going policy.”

Indian troops are daily arriving at Hong
Kjong. Thre transponts reached there
vesterday, and two others have left Hong
Kong for Taku.

Reports from Canton say the city is out-
wardly quiet, but that there is a strong
under-current of unrest among the Chi-
nese. Only a few Furopean ladies have
left, many still remaining.

St. Petersburg despatches represent
the situation in Manchuria as far more
serious than had been supposed. 1t is as-
serted that the Chinese have occupied
Hailar, where the Russian Railway staff
is surrounded and in desperate straits.

According to the St. Petershurg corres-
pondent of the Times, General Kourou-
patkin, Russian minister of war, will
probably become commander-in-chief of
the Russian forces in China, and will pre-
sumably take command of the allied
troops.

Washington and China.

Washington, July 23—T1he president has
listened to the appeal of the Chinese gov-
ernment as transmitted to Minister Wu,
and his signified his willingness to medi-
ate between the imperial government and
the powers, but only upon conditions
which first must be met by the Chinese
government. The exact nature of the terms
cannot be stated until tomorrow, when
it is expected publication will be made cf
the text of the Chinese appeal and of the
president’s answer. It is known, how-
ever, that the answer is entirely con-

The Chinese Authorities Still Declare Foreigners Safe and
FEurope Continues to Doubt—Letter From a Chinese
Official Tells of the

Councils

S A PUZLL

Are Not

sistent with the statement of principles
hid down by Secretary Hay in his iden-
tical note to the powers, and, moreovcr,
it accepts as truthful, the Chinese state-
ments relative to the safety of the foreign
ministers at. Pekin.

It would not, of course, be possible to
take even the initial steps toward medi-
ation, were either party to the negotia-
tions to entertain openly distrust of the
accuracy of the statements of the other.
There must be confidence between them.
The United States answer does not go to
the length of the French answer to a sim-
ilar appeal in laying down conditions
which the Chinese government could not
meet, even if so disposed, if it actually
is struggling for its own existence. It
does, however, look to the immediate re-
lief of the foreign ministers in Pekin, and
moreover to the protection of all foreign-
ers, missionaries and traders in China, and
to the restoration of order. With that
much accomplished ‘the state department
feels that it can properly approach the
powers with the Chinese propositions for
a settlement for what has occurred. The
Chinesc appeal came to Secretary Hay
yesterday through Mr. Wu. . The secre-
tary promptly telegraphed it to ihe presi-
dent at Canton, and after taking a full
day for its consideration, the president’s
answer came today to the state depart-
ment. It was put in the proper diplo-
matic form and a copy delivered to Min-
ister Wu, who was to forward it to his
own government. The appeal and an-
swer will be made public here tomorrow.

The imperial ediet made public today
at the state department, shows that the
imperial government already has taken
the first steps toward doing what the
United States requires as to the principal
condition for the exercise of its good of-
fices, in adjoining the viceroys, magis-
trates and leading men to stop the disor-
ders and protect foreigners. 'I'hne Ameri-
can government will await the result of
this before proceeding further.

It is expected that adverse criticism
upon ihe section of the state department
in this matter will be heard from Europe
where the governments are acting upon
the belief that all of the foreign ministers
in Pekin have perished. -but the American
government regards its course as the cor-
rect one. All the European governments
have taken the stand above indicated. The
last answers to Secretary Hay’s note, re-
citing the Conger message, have come,
and all of them, in terms polite and dip-
lomatic, express utter incredulity in the
authenticity of the Conger message. Con-
sul General Goodhow, himself a man of
good judgment, also cabled a warning to
Secretary Hay against the acceptance of
the message without confirmation. But
the state department has fully consider-
ed thd message in all of its aspects, has
carefully weighed the numerous objections
and suspicions put forth here and in Eur-
ope, and without guaranteeing the authen-
ticity of the message, feels it to be a mat-
ter of prime duty to act upon the theory
that it is genuine. Admiral Remey’s noti-
fieation to the department that he had
gone in person up the Pei Ho from Taku
to Tien Tsin, is attributed to the receipt
by him of Secretary Long’s urgent mes-
sage to hasten the efforts to get to Pekin,
and important news from him is expected
SO0OMN. i

The war department, it appears, under-
estimated the time that would be requir-
ed for the Grant to arrive at Nagasaki.
She sailed on the 1st instant, so that she
is not yet quite due at that point with
General Chaffee.

The Goodnow cablegram, reciting the
message from Prince Tuan as vouching 1or
the safety of the foreign ministers on
July: 18th, caused a’ ripple of excitement
for a time at the state department, but
the official soon concluded from the context
and other circumstances surrounding the
message, that Yuan was meant instead
of Tuan, so that the message lost the
value it would have had if it had come
from ke redoutable Boxer leader,

Safety Reported to the French.

Paris, - July 23—M. Delcasse, minister
of foreign affairs, has received a telegram
from the French constl in Che Koo, dated
July 21, saying:

“The governor informs me that accord-
ing to reliable news from Pekin, all the
foreign ministers are safe and the govern-
ment is taking all necessary steps to deliv-
er and protect them.

Foreign Missionaries.

New York, July 22—The Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missicns today received
the following cable from Che Foo:

“Situation improved. Shantung gov-
ernor, Che I'oo. Taolai publish imperial
edict enforcing  protection foreigners,
Christians. People Pekin alive. 'L'rying
through governor- get word PPao Ting KFu
where foreigners in Yamen supposed safe.

“TOWLER.”
Brown, one of the of-
on the

Rev. Dr. A. B.
ficers of the board commented
despatch as follows:

“A taotai is about the same as a mayor.
The imperial edict published by authority
of the governor of the Shantung province
and the taotai of Che Yoo, is, presumably,
the same document as that of wlhich the
substance already has
here. The edict would seem to order that
all Christians as well as all foreigners be
given protection. If the rest of the des-
pateh is correct the foreigners in the Pe-

been published.

STILL

Massacre—Russian
Unanimous.

kin legation must be safe, and also those
gathered in the Yamen or public build-
ings at Pao Ting Fu. We do not know
anyone -named Towler, and we imagine
the signature should be Fowler. All our
missionaries left Che Foo for Corea or
Japan some days ago. Before leaving
they may have asked Consul General John
Fowier {o keep our board informed.”

To Give Communication.

Brussels, July 23.—In reply to the de-
mand of the Belgian government the
Chinese Charge D’Affaires says he has
telegraphed indirectly to the Tsung Li
Yamen with a view of placing the Bel-
gian minister in Pekin, Baron Devinck, in
communication with Belgium,

Presbyterians Safe.

Toronto, July 23.—(Special)—The follow-
ing cablegram was received today by Rev.
Dr. Warden, general agent Presbyterian
Church in Canada, from Dr. McClure at
Shanghai: “All missionaries safe. Re-
sumption work within a year improbable;
wire instructions.”” A meeting of the
Presbyterian foreign mission board is be-
ing held to consider the question of with-
drawing all its missionaries in China until
things have become quiet again.

Seymour’s Report.

San Francisco, July 23.—There is noth-
ing in the report of Admiral Seymour,
which was received here today by steamer
America-Maru to prove the sensational
story that was circulated the earlier part
of this month to the effect that Admiral
Seymour, who commanded the Pekin re-
iief expedition, killed his wounded to save
them from the Chinese. Commander S.
W. Very, U. 8. V., who returned from
the Orient on the steamer and others who
were at Hong Kong when Admntiral Sey-
mour returned from Tien Tsin did not
hear the story and the admiral’s report
which is an elaboration of the cablegram
published on the 30th of June, makes not
the slightest mention of the affair, but on
the contrary goes into particulars of the
bravery of the allies in guarding the

wounded who were placed in flat boats and .

towed down the river by details of sol-
diers and marines while the main body
of the troops fought the Chinese off with
rifle and Maxim.

In the fight at Lang Fang where the
Boxers attacked the forces with great
vigor, twice the Italian contingent bore
the brunt of the fighting on the right
flank -and lost five men killed and a
numbér wounded. The Chinese retreat-
ed, Yedving a large number of dead en
the field.

In' the afternoon a detail of British
marines who were stationed to guard the
R. R. house at Lang Fang, were attacked
and reinforcements had to be rushed for-
ward to save them. It was in this en-
gagemnt that the enemy lost about a
hundred killed. An advance was then
made to Ren Ting, where the forces halt-
ed, as the tracks for miles had been torn
up. The Chinese advanced in great num-
bers and a desperate battle was fought.
The column fell back to Yong Song,
50 that the rest of the trip might be made
by stream. Seymour then said:

“Prior to our departure from Tang
Fang, 1 ordered two trains to stop therc
in order to enable part of our men to
proceed later, but these trains were attack-
ed after my departure by the Boxers and
the Chinese ‘troops that had come from
Pekin and fighting ensued, in the course
of which 400 or 500 were killed on the
encmies’ side. Six of our men were kill-
ed and 48 wounded. ’

“At Yong Song I was joined by the men
who came there in three trains. The want
of provisions together with the presence
of numerous wounded soldiers, compelled
us to retreat to Tien Tsin. Communica-
tion with Tien Tsin remained entirely

suspended for six days and accordingly®

we were deprived of the means of ob-
taining suppies.

“We accordingly marched back, though
constantly attacked by the enemy, along
the river escorting at the same time, the
weunded soldiers carried in boats.”

After detailing the capture of the forts
and supplies, Admiral Seymour then ad-
ded that the ammunition and food would
have kept the relief column in condition
for several days, but owing to the pres-
ence of so many wounded it was decided
to return to Tien Tsin. On the 23rd the
reinforcements from that city came to the
admiral’s assistance, and on the 24th the
entire force reached the headquarters of
the allied armies.

Emperor Throwing Bouquets.

Berlin, July 22.~Emperor William, in
announcing the appointment of Captain
Jusedom, of the cruiser Herftha, now in
China, as an aide-de-camp, said:

“Phis valiant and circumspect leader
has won the admiration of all, especially
the English and Russian admirals. To
him and all who valiantly helped win
laurels for my young navy 1 express my
thanks. T appoint him aide-de-camp.”

No Pckin or other important China
news has arrived today, and the question
whether there is or is not a responsible
government in Pekin. is as much in doubt
as ever., The German government con-
siders it unlikely that an advance ‘to Pe-
kin will be feasible before: September. -

The government is gratified to 'flnd that
the correspondence published on the sub-
ject proves that Japan honestly intends
to co-operate with the powers, and con-

el e

siderable disappointment is expressed at
the tenor of the reports from Wash-
ton regarding American policy. On this
point the Berliner Tageblatt says:
“The Chinése have then  already suc-
ceeded in creating differences of opinion
among the powers. The government of
the United Stlates seems determined thus
carly to occupy a separate standpoint
within the concert of powers. As at
Taku the American admiral would not
join, so now President McKinley ap-
parently means to oppose the joint aetion
of , the powers aimed at the re-establigh-
ment of order in China. All of which
proves that the Chinese are indeed the
most cunning diplomatists in the world.”

While most of the papers’ point out
the impossibility of an advance upon Pe-
kin now, the National Zeitung contends
that there is but one way to ascertain the
truth or untruth of the Chinese claim
that the legations are safe, namely, an
immediate advance upon the capital.’

The correspondent of the Associated
Press learns authoritatively that the ques-
tion of the chief command on both land
and sea still forms the subject of diplo-
matic negotiation, and that absolutely
nothing has yet been settled in that mat-
tex.

The French Force.

Paris, July 29.—The Matin publishes
full details regarding the expeditionary
corps of France which will participate in
the operations of the powers in China.
The corps will consist of two brigades,
one of marines and the other supplied by
tihe war department. The total French
force will number 13,000 men.

Canadian Missionaries.

Toronto, July 23.—(Special.)—The
North American. headquarters of the
China Inland Mission here to-night re-
ceived a cable from Che Foo indicating
the northern stations ‘have been de-
stroyed, but so far no lives have been
lost, and Che ¥oo, where missionaries are
gathered, is quiet.

To Prohibit Exportation of Arms.

London, July 23—The House of Lords this
evening passed to a second reading the bill
empowering the Queen to prohibit the ex-
portation of arms and ammunition or either
to any country ‘‘“when there is reason to be-
lieve that these either may be used against
the British forces or foreign forces co-operat-
ing with them.”

Loyalty of an Indian Prince.

In the House of Commons today, the secre-
tary of state for India, Lord George Hamil-
ton, announced that the Maharajah of Gwal-
ior had offered the government a fully equip-
ped ship, upon which it is proposed to spend
20 lakhs of rupees for service in China, as
a mark of deep loyalty to the Queen. The
ofter was accepted. Lord George Hamilton
also testified to the government's great ap-
preciation of the generosity of those who are
sending the Maine to China.

Legations About to Leave.

London, July 23—11.30 p. m.—Sir Hilliday
MacArtney, councillor and English secretary
to the Chinese legation in London, asserted
this evening that the Pekin legationers were
safe and about to proceed to Tien Tsin.

Berlin Believes only in Death,

Herlin, July 23—The German government
and press continue to disbelieve the assur-
ances of the Chinese authorities that thz
Pekin legations are safe. The foreign office
surmises that the Conger despatch was either
sent about simultaneously with the despatch-
es of Dr. Von Bergen, secretary of the Ger-
man legation, and Sir Robert Hart, but sup-
pressed or was captured from the messen-
ger to whom it was entrusted and is now
produced to create the desired effect in Wash-
ington, or, on the other hand, that the
whole despatch was concocted for purposes
of deception with the aid of a clpher key
somehow obtained.

United States Ambassador White said today
that the latter theory was quite plausible;
for, if the American legation had been cap-
tured and the records there seized, the
cipher key would likewise be secured -and
then it would be an easy matter for anybody

‘to do the rest.

PLAYFAIR'S ASSURANCE

e

Induced Wales to Ladle Molton Lead
With His Hand.

One of the most honored and conspicu-
ous figures in the public life of Great
Britain during the last half century was
Lord Playfair. The vast sanitary im-
provements which had taken place in
England within thirty years and the evo-
lution of the whole system of scientific
wnd technical instruction are due to Play-
fair more than to any other man. He
originaly suggested the adoption of open
half-penny letters, now known as post
cards, and he was largely instrumental in
suggesting the basis of an equitable agree-
ment between Great Britain and Ameri-

ca when President Cleveland’s Venezuelan

message had brought the two countries
into dangerous antagonism. Among Play-
fair's students at the University of Kdin-

burgh, was the Prince of Wales, of whom |

a curious anecdote is told.

“It was while the Prince of Wales was
living in Edinburgh, as Playfair’s pupil
in the application of science to industry,
that an interesting incident occurred. The
two were standing near a caldron contain-
ing lead, which was boiling at a white
heat.. ‘Has Your Royal Highness,” asked
Playfair, ‘any faith in science?” Certain-
ly,” was the reply. Playfair then care-
fully washed the Prince’s hands with am-
monia to get rid of any grease that
might be on them. ‘Will you now place
your hand in this boiling metal and ladle
out a portion of it? said Playfair. ‘Do
you tell me to do this? asked the Prince.
‘I do,” was the answer. The Prince in-
stantly put his hand into the caldron and
ladled out some of the boiling lead with-
sustaining any injury. It is a well-known
scientific fact that the human hand, if
perfectly cleaned, may be placed uninjer-
ed in a lead boiling at white heat, the
moisture of the skin protecting it under
these conditions from any injury.. Should
the lead be at a temperature perceptibly
lower the effect would be, of course, very
different.”’—[North American Review.

The little goldfish, the pet of house-

hold acquariums, never go to sleep. In|
this respect the pike and salmon ‘are!
this equals. They are ever alert .for|

their prey in the ocean, as the goldfish
is for the erumbs ‘that are fed him from
the household tables. In his native ele-
ment the goldfith forages for himself
and has his eyes open all the time.
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QRGN OF THE GREAT FRE,

Spontaneous Combustion: 'o.f

Baled Cotton,

N
EFFORTS OF WORKMEN, "

The First Blazing Bale was Thrm

Off the Wharf but; Others Bist -

Into Flames Faster Than the
Men Could Handle Them--No
One Blamed for the Fire

|

New York, July 23.—Gustav Schwab,
manager for Herman Oelrichs & Cog

agents of the North German TLloyds &
Co., today igsned a long report of an’ of-
ficial investigation into the recent’ fire
at the piers in Hoboken, made by ex-
Fire Chief Hugh Bonner, formerly of teli‘&
New York fire department, and Jaines
Mitchell, formerly fire marshall in New
York. They found that four ’longshore-
men were beginning to carry cotton wher
one of them discovered that one of the
bales was on fire. This bale was im-
mediately thrown into the river. Instan-
taneouesly other bales were seen to be
on fire and an alarm was given. Accord-
ing to the report the fire spread with
lightning rapidity. Messrs. Bonner, and
Mitchell conclude that the cause of the
fire is not likely to be ever satisfactorily
ascertained or established. -

In the report no blame is laid upon any-
one connected with the management.

SIR CHARLES IN LONDON.

Made a Vigorous Speech Before Qm

British Empire League.

Montreal, July 23.—The Star's special
cable from London says Sir .Charles Tup-
per was well received when he spoke \ﬁﬁ-
orously this afternoon ~at the annual
meeting of the British Kmpire League
at the Mansion House. Lord Strathcona
was also present and the Duke of Dévon-
shire presided. Sir Chanles coxﬂﬂuhﬁ
the Australian and British governments
on Australian confederation a ed!ﬂhs%:
cd the present prosperity of wit)
he preconfederation days. He narrated
the reply he made to the United Statés
ofticer at Boston recently when it whs
suggesled Canada was not united on the
question of sending troops to Africa. He
replied: “There are cranks in - every
country.” s

Referring to the imperial problem now
before the Britich ministers he reiterated
the impossibility of a parliamentary
federation. Sir Charles warmly applaud-
cd the imperial army organizaftion, which:
had enabled 200,000 men to be transported
and kept 7,000 miies away in South
Africa.

VENTILATION FOR FRUIT.

A Bonus Offered Steamship Companies
by the Department of Agriculture.

Ottawa, July 23.—Commissioner Rob-

ertson has advised the agents of ths
various steamship lines having regular
sailings between Canadian- ports -and

Great Britain that” it is desirable that
holds and- other parts of steamship on
which apples and cheese are carried to
Britain should be ventilated by forced
circulation of air during the voyage. ‘In
this connection the minister of agricul-
ture has authorized the payment of $100
towards ‘the initial expense of fitting up
each approved steamship to be paid after
such ventilating equipment has been kept
in use for at least three voydages.

LAUNCH. BLEW UP,
Woman and Her Son Killed—Boat Entirel:
Destroyed. ;s

New York, July 23.—Within 100 feet
of Premium Point, New Rochelle, to-day
the gasoline launch Sasco, owned by Al-
fred E. Crow, blew up and killed Mus.
Crow and her 1l4-year-old son Harold.
Mr. Crow was so severely injured it i3
not thought he will recover. The explo-
sion was heard for several miles. Not a
riece of the boat remained afloat (that
was over two feet in size. The launeh was
a thirty-foot cfaft, finely furnished.

Woman Sentenced for Stealing,

London, July 23.—Miss Caroline ¥,
Keys, who pleaded guilty a week -ago #
the Marylebone police court, London, to
the charge of stealing a gold “watéh, a
bracelet, hair ‘brushes and artib}éd;g
clothing of the aggregate value of %
from rooms in Norfolk Mansion - Hotél,
where she had been staying, and who, ‘#
the course of the hearing said she wis
an American and had come ‘to Lofit
to attend the world’s Chrittian Endeat¥s
convention as a delegate. from a™¢Hii
in Minnesota, has been sentenced to thrsa
months’ imprisonment. The evidence
showed, however, that she had no connec-
tion whatever with the Christia Endéav-

orers.

&

Colombian Revolutianists.Have. Lost:...

. RELEE Al T
Caracas, Venenucla, July,. 23 (via ‘Hagiten
cable)—In consequeiice of thé ‘last. ‘dlféiﬁ
sustained by the rebels,: the Cofombidn revo-
lution i3 now considered lost. The govern:
ment forces have agaln occupied Bucara-
magga and Cucuta, after a bloody battle,: in
which many prisoners wére captured.
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