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Guillotine as Exercised by the Fosterian Re-

formers—Bills in Interest of Uniform Legisla-|

tion and Relating to Sale of Fuel Considered.

w .. (Wrom Official Report.)
Fredericton, Mar. 14.—The House
met at 3 o'clock.

The bill to enable cities, towns and
mupicipalities o assess for ald grant-
od to the ¢ity of Halifax was read a
“third time and passed. §

Mr. Burchill presented the report of
the committee on standing rules.

Hon. Mr. Roberts presented & report
from the legislative library committee.
It referred, among other things, to the
work of re-cataloguing the books of the
library, aa carried on last year by Mr.
Bidlake. It was pointed out that some
of thé books in the library are of great

ue and the committee recommend-
y that insurance should be.placed on
em to the amount of $25,000. The
ittee belleves that some efiort
should be made to popularize the leg-
islative library with the public and
suggests that this could be done by
keeping: a supply of up-to-date litera-
ture.
Notice of Enquiry.

Notices of inquiry were given as fol-

Jows: My Mr. Murray (Kings) for
Wegnesday next, as to the number of
men employed bn the brown tail moth
survey and the number of nests found
by them ;also as to the revenue receiv-
ed from the sale of motor vehicle li-
censes and the disposition made of
same.
. By Mr. Smith (Carleton) for Tuesday
mext: as to the number of persons un-
der galary in the public works depart-
ment, the amount of salaries paid by
the department and the persons tem-
porarily employed; also as to whether
or not the minister of public works or
any member of the government gave a
letter to H. M. Blair, relating to his
saliry and expenses,

By Mr. Sutton, for Tuesday next, as
to the dismissal of Roy W. Cameron,
stipendiary magistrate of the parish of
Brighton; also ds to why John A. Lind-
say, registrar of vital statistics for
Carleton county, was removed from of-
‘fice,

By. Mr. Tilley, for Wednesday next,
88 to the agreement with the N. B.
Power Company for runnin rights
over the new bridge. tay "

Mpr. Dickson, for Tuesday next,
n%ng rebuilding of the Perry Point
brifgEs.

Bllls and Petitions,

Hon. Mr. Robinson presented the pe-
tition of the Warden and Vestrymen ot
8t, Paul's church, Monctoun, for the pas-
sage of an act relating to certain lands.

Hon. Mr. Smith introduced a bill au-
thorising the cancellation of a certain
land grant. i

Mg, “Tllley introduced a bill to con-
firm an agreement made by the city
of St. John to David H. Saker.

Mr. ' Michaud introduced a bill to
amend the act relating to Fraser Lim-
ited and the town of Ed dst

expens
members incurred in attending meet-
ings of commissioners from other pro-
vinces.

Mr. McGrath was pleased to learn
that there were some lawyers in the
province willing to work for nothing.

Mr. Burchill thought that under the
terms of the bill it might be possible
for the commissioners to incur con-
siderable expense. for. printing and
clerical assistance.

Mr. Mersereau thought the bill safe-
guarded the public interests.

Mr. Burchill wanted to know if sim-
{lar legislation was being enacted by
other provinces,

The Expense Prpbable,

Hon. Mr. Byrne said he was unablé
to speak positively on the subject, but
he presumed it was being done. For
some time there has been a feeling in
the different provinces that there was
greater need of uniformity in laws
concerning insurance companies, part-
nerships, probate of wills, etc., and the
bill was being promoted with the ob-
ject of bringing about that uniform-

ty.

Mr. Baxter said that if other prov-
inces did not pass similar legislation
no conferences would be held, conge-
quently there would be no expense.

Mr. Magee thought that the bill
might satisty the ordinary layman it
it fixed a maximum sum of expenses
to be incurred. .

Mr, Baxter thought his hon. friends
opposité should be willing to trust the
government a little longer. 'The bill
was satisfactory to his side of the
House, and the expense to be incurred
would be a mere bagatalle in, compar-
ison with the great saving tiit would
be effected by having uniformity of
legislation.

The bill was agreed to. ‘

Town ' Incorporation,

The committee then went into con-
sideration of the bill to amend Chap.
168 of the Towns Incorporation Act.

Hon. Mr. Mutray explained that the
object of the bill was to give town
councils power to better regulate the
sale of coal and wood,

Mr, Baxter said that the bill would
not interfere with Dominion jurisdic-
tion as to weights and measdres, but
he wanted information as to how the
selling of coal and wood would be
regulated.

Hon. Mr. Murray said that town
councils now had authority to appoint
weighers ‘of straw, hay and {odder,
and the bill proposed to give them the
right to add coal and wood to the
list.

The bill was agreed to.

The committee then took up the

Hen. Mr. Robinson introduced a bill
to change the name of Fred Leroy
Swartz and Willlam Alban Swarts.

Mr. Potts introduced a bill to amend
the law relating to top and side
wharfage in 8t. John.

Hon, Mr. Foster gave notice of mo-
tion for Monday next of a resolution
to amend one of the rules of the
House. '
Uniformity of Legislation,

The House then went into commit.
tee with Mr. Leger (Westmorlapd) in
the chair and took up the considera-
tion of the bill for the appointment of
a commission to 'secure uniformity of
legislation in Canada.

Hop. Mr. Byrne explained that a
bill had been before the Barristers So-
clety and had met with the approval of
that body.

Mr. Baxter approved of the bill,
which he sald was a practical step to
secure uniformity of commercial laws
turoughout Canada.

Hon, Mr. Byrne explained that the
commisston to be appointed under the
bill would consist of three members
of the bar, who would serve without
remuneration,

ideration of the bill to provile an
annuity to G. Hudson Flewelling,
The amount of the annui‘y is to be
fixed at $360 per amnum, to be paid
monthly from the first of March, 1918,
Hon. Mr, Foster explained that Mr.
Flewelling had for many years been a
valued official of the House. He had
also served in the old legislative ccun-
cil anid as a member of the legislature
and it was felt that his long service
should be recognized by the province.
The bill was agreed to.

Boys’ Industrial Home.

The committee next took up the con-
sideration of the bill pelating to the
Boys’ Industrial Home,

Hon, Mr. Foster sald as a result of
the increased cost of living the board
of governors had found themaelves
without sufficient révenue to wmable
the home to be carried on. Under the
proposéd amendment the governors
would be allowed to collect $200 per
year from each municipality for the
instruction and board of each boy;
and @ similar amount would be paid
by the provinte,

The bill was agréed to.

The committee next took up consid-
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eration of the bill to amend an act
respecting the education of deaf and
deaf mute persons.

Hon. Mr. Byrne explained that the
province had the right to send deaf
mutes to the school at Halifax. ‘The
charge made by the snstitution was
originally $82.50 per pupil but in 1913
it had been increased to $125. Now as
the result of the high cost of living it
was proposed to further increase it to
$160. The same rate would be charg-
ed the municipalities to whieh the pu.
plls belonged. The bill was agreed
to,

Court Reporting.

The committee next took into con-
sideration the bill respecting short.
hand reporting in county courts.

Hon. Mr. Byrne explained that an
act to provide for shorthand reporting
in the county courts had bebn passed
in 1913 but had not worked out satis-
factorily and it was now proposed to
amend it. Under the amended, act it
is proposed that the party entering a
suit shall pay $2.50 to the clerk of the
court and when testimony is to be
taken the other party to the suit shall
pay in a sfmilar amount, payments to
continue daily during the progress of
the trial. It is provided that the sten.
ographer shall be paid $6 per day for
attendan when there is no testi-
mony and when employed in taking
evidence the allowance shall be $10
per day. Necessary travelling expen-
ses are to be paid on the certificate
of the presiding judge. It was felt
that under the proposed arrangement
the work of county courts would be
greatly facilitated and the saving to
the- municipalities would more than
offset the expense incurred, .

Mr. Baxter sald he understood from
the bill that litigants were to con-
tribute $5 per day and the difference
would be made ap by the municipali-
ties. He said that it was important to
procure competent stenographers and
he did not think the standard for
county courts should be any lower than
that of the supreme courts. It was
uselesp to have a stenographer who
was insufficiently expert to render the
service for which he or she was being
paid.

Hon. Mr, Byrne sald that the work
in the two courts being similar it was
tmportant that the standard should be
the same.

Mr. Baxter thought it should be set
forth in the bill that the qualification
required should be the same as for
supreme courts.

Hon, Mr. Byrne said he would act
on the suggestion and ask that pro-
gress be reported.

Mr.” McGrath thought the section
that empowered the presiding judge
to enter up a verdict against the party
of the suit who failed to pay the short-
hand fee was little too drastic,

Hon., Mr. Byrne replying said that
there was a simfilar provision in other
lacts relating to courts especially in re-
gard to the jury funds. It might be
considered a little harsh by laymen
but no injustice was done, ;

+ Mr. Baxter said that since the com-
mittee had agreed to the bill amend.
ing the towns incorporation act he
had given the matter some further
consideration and would suggest that
progress be reported. It was import
ant that the act should mot conflict
with federal statutes.

Hon, Mr. Murray moved the re-con.
sideration of the bill and the columiv:
tee reported progress,

Mr. Baxter said that he moticed by
an Ottawa despatch that Sir George
Foster intended to promote legisla
tion this session fixing the standard
of a cord of wood at 128 feet.

Hon. Mr. Robinson presented a pe-
tition for the passage of an act for the
litcorporation of the Women's Patriotie
League of the city of Moncton.

Hon, Mr. Veniot rose to a question
of privilege.

He sald he noticed that one of the
rewspapers which published a reporg
of his remarks on the highway act had
stated in the heagline that he had
pladged himself to have the patrol
systews In  working order in four
months. It was impossible for such a
thing to be done.

the patrol system in working order in
two years. .
The House adjourned at 510 p. m.

e P o s
Marinette, Wis.,
United States Senator Isaac
son of Wisconsin, a native of York

county, N. B, is 11l at kis home here
and his relations have been summon-

Grandfather Clock Will Be

Mar. 11—Former|
Stephen-

0T I

Sold Thursday Night by
Auctioneer Frank L. Potts
—Mrs. Randolph's Genero-
sity,’

8pecial to The Standard. \
Fredericton, Mar. 14—For the first
time in the history of New Brunswick
the floors of the legislature will be
the scene of an suction and the aue-
tioneer for the occasion will be none
other tham Mr. F. L. Potts, M. L, A.
for St, John. Recently the Sir Howard
Douglas ghapter of the Daughters of
the Empire held a drawing for a mag-
nificent grandfather clock which had
been manufactured by a Fredericton
soldier, The elock was won by Mrs.
R. F. Randolph after a good sum had
been realized for patriotic purposes
by the sale of tickets.

Gave It Back,

The generous winner at once gave
the clock back to the Chapter to ze
disposed of over again and this afteér.
noon it was arranged that it would
be sold by auction in the legislative
chamber by Mr. Potts who oftered
his services for the occasion,

The clock, which is splendidly
wrought, was carried into the assem-
bly chamber after the adjournment
of the house this afternnon and now
ticks proudly from a position to the
right of the speaker's chair. Next
Thursday evening it will be sold to
the highestt bidder and for once in
history, if never again, the historic
halls of the legislative buflding will
echo to the strident announcement of
“going, going, gone.”

FORMER . JOAN
MINISTER HELD

A. N. Marchant Had in Pos-
session Copy of Bible Stu-
dents’ Monthly, a Batred
Publication.

Halifax, March 14—The first local
prosecution under the Canadlan order-
in-council prohibiting certain publica-
tions in Canada came before Stipen-
dlary Fielding today. The defendant
is A. H. Marchant, who has been in
the city since early in the year, and
Was in 8t. John for fodrtgen years.

Mr. Marchant, who {8 a Nova Sco-
tian, 'gave his profession as a min-
ister of the Gospel of the Church of
the Living God.

The charge against him 1s that he
#ad on the premises in his occupa-
tion a copy of the Bible Students
Monthly, in contravention of a Cana-
dian order-in-council,

The contents of the {ssue referred
to include “The Finished Mystery.”

The defendant said he had had no
idea of the publication being con-
trary to law excepting the one cer-
tain issue, and as soon as he learned
that it was objectionable. he wrote
the head office at New York and pree
pared to ship the numbers back,
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