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MR. PUGSLEY’'S COMEDY.
At yesterday's sitting of the Equity Court, the

Chief Justice allowed the demurrer filed to the plaint
iff’s bill in Pugsley The New Brunswick Coal and
Railway Company, and we publish in this morning's is-
sue of The Standard his judgment in full. This suit
has even since it was first mooted been the amusement
of lawyers and the puzzle of laymen. It is questionable
whether another person in Canada would have the in-
genuity to conceive, or the effrontery to undertake, such
a proceeding. As a piece of humbug it ranks probably
as the most colossal of the many vast comceptions of
its illustrious author.. The air of sincerity with which
the play has been performed has been masterful. Lit-
erature may be searched in vain for a parallel. The
pious rage of Macbeth over the “dammed fact” of Dun-
can’'s murder, is infinitely inferior as humor to Mr. Pugs-
ley’s mock heroism in bringing his old friend, Mr,
George McAvity, to justice.

The situation was a most difficult one for even an
actor of Mr. Pugsley's consummate skill. No man in
Canada knew better than he when he started the suit
what the result would be, And yet the expedient was
& dangerous one, The last thing, probably, he wished
was an accounting, but fhe thing he most desired
was the show of making one.

The circumstanceés of the case lent themselves ad-
mirably to his design. All the persons connected with
the without exception, favorably
posed to him, and were not, to say the least, anxious
for an inquiry. The company, the only party whose
interest would be served by an accounting, was con-
trolled by directors, who, with the exception of Mr.
Hazen and Mr. Fleming, were friends of Mr. Pugsley, and
the president, Mr. George McAvity, desired a genuine
accounting as little as he did.

With a view of having a thorough investigation, Mr.
Hazen, on more than one occasion, requested the presi-
dent to call a meeting of the directors. This course
might have been fatal to Mr. Pugsley’s plans. Mr.
McAvity called no meeting of the directors—in fact he
reported that he did not know who or where they were
In anxiety for a full disclosure, he retained Mr.
Carvell, M. P., to represent the company, and entrusted
to him the duty of racking to the utmost the Minister
of Public Works.

The judgment of the Chief Justice has ended the
farce, And probably Mr. Pugsley is among those best
pleased with the result.
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AGAINST THE POLICY OF DRIFT.

The opinion expressed by Sir James Whitney in re
cent interviews in London, that a policy of drift on
the part of the Mother Country may mean disintegra-
tion of the Empire, is taken as a text by ‘the Telegraph
for & euology on the utterances of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
on the question of Imperial preference, Sir James,
according to the Telegraph ‘‘clearly expresses the view
that Canada’s loyalty depends upon the attitude of the
Mother Country with regard to Imperial preference, while
Sir Wilfrid Laurier declares to the world that the
loyalty of Canada to the British Empire is not dependent
upon any tariff agreement.”

It would seem that the Telegraph is making common
cause with other organs which are attacking Sir James,
and exhibiting for the moment a touching affection for
the Empire and an unusual regard for the honor of
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Canada. Referring to these attacks the Toronto Mail
and Empire points out that the claim is put forward
that Sir James, by hinting at preferential trade, is

trying to injure the Empire through the levying of food
taxes upon the British working man, and that a pre-
tence is made that Canada is insulted by the suggestion
that separation may come if the drift be not checked,
and by the representation that our loyalty is based upon
commercialism,

“These criticisms of the Premier of Ontario,” con-
tinues the Mail and Empire, “are far fetched and abso-
Iutely insincere. With regard to the first, it may be
sald that were a preferential system to be adopted the
British workman would experience no higher degree of
taxation than he now bears. His food is taxed today,
and the difference between his position now and his
position under a preferential policy would be such only
as a change in the details of the taxation would bring
At the same time, the British workman, through the
closer commercial alliance with his compatriots across
the sea, would experience the great advantage which
pertains to the growing market. Why do the various
European nations struggle for colonial extensions? The
basis of their campalgn is trade. They desire to se-
cure for their people the market which a new possession
affords. Unless they are misinformed as to the benefit
of closer union with other parts of the world, the
poliey of closer union within the Empire must be worth

The pretence that Canada Is ‘Insulted’ because it fs

~ said that ‘drift’ may result in separation, or because

our lgn!ty is represented as ‘based upon commercialism,’
as ab as the all ‘so full of theatrical sym-
» for the British workman. What we have before
{ and the actions of the ruling
(in our government. Sir Wilfrid Laurler has pub-
avowed his with ref to the relatio

He stated in Parliament

h :

Witrid Laurler may be successfal unless action be taken
to thwart It, what sort of treatment does Canada re.
ceive from the public man who promulgates the separa-
tion lchamo, and announces that he is bent on carrying
it through? = We have the actions as well as the
words of Sir Wilfrid Laurier to guide us on this moment-
ous question. Since this gentleman has directed our
destinies, he has, according to his own statement, made
us ‘a nation.' The connection with the Empire has
thus, in bis opinion, been distinctly impaired. This
boast is not without warrant. All the little things that
can be done have been done to make the union less
certain. Two illustrations suggest themselves at once
in this connection. One is that afforded by the crea-
tion of a Foreign Office; the other is the navy, Both
have been justified from withiu the party &s steps
towards separation. Both are in harmony with the
‘ripe fruit’ policy of which Sir Wilfrid Laurier has spo-
ken.

“Contemporaneously with the assault upon Sir James
Whitney for his opposition to the policy of drift, and
for his advocacy of closer commercial relations within
the Empire, comes the announcement that there are to
be reciprocity negotiations with the United States. The
bargain is to be small at first. But it is to be gradu-
ally enlarged until complete free trade between Canada
and the Republic is established. Under this policy a
preference with Britain will be impossible at any time,
and according to Hon. Edward Blake, separation from
the Empire is the condition that is most likely to
come from it. It is not without reason, therefore, that
Sir James Whitney issues his warning against drift.
Do something to strengthen the Empire, and to avert
the movements that tend to weaken it, he says, and
what he says, although fiercely criticized by separatists,
is patriotic and true.”
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AN IDEAL DRINK,

According to reports from Great Britain it seems a
new drink has at length been discovered, which has all
the physical properties of beer except its intoxicating
effect. The big brewers are said to be taking up the
manufacture of the beverage which should lead to its
becoming widely popular, and should bring joy to the
hearts of the temperance reformers. Attempts have
been made time and again to supply a satisfying substi-
tute for beer, but without success. The latest dis-
covery is reported to meet all requirements. It is
said to look and taste like beer, to be as satisfying a
drink to those addicted to beer and ale, and yet to
be absolutely non-intoxicating.

The United States Consul-General reports concern-
ing it:~—

“It is brewed from malt and hops only and has no
“preservative in it, It does not look unlike beer, and the
“taste is very similar. It is made of precisely the
“same materials as the best English home-brewed ale,
“but alcohol is almost entirely eliminated, and it
“stated that there no chemical admixture of any
“kKind, The amount of alcohol produced by the brew-
“ing process in this beverage is given as nine-tenths of
“one per cent., which is less than the percentage to be
“found in any of the ginger ales, stone beers aund other
“temperance beverages.

“The process by which this beverage is made is
“the invention of a French scientist, certain modifications
“being made by one of the professors of the Paris Pas-
“teur Institute and an English brewer. Two kinds are
“made, ale and stout. The ale, it is claimed, has the
“flavor of light beer, and the stout tastes almost exactly
“like a good quality of London stout.”

If the new beverage brings with it no yet undis-
covered disadvantages, the meeting of the demand for
a pleasing drink equal to beer or ale in taste and thirst-
slaking qualities and without its intoxicating or habit-
producing power for evil, should not be long in win-
ning favor with the liguor trade and those who now
use the more harmful brands of beer,

CURRENT COMMENT

(Windsor Record.)

Aside from the fact that personal property taxes
cannot be collected fairly, they are an unfair impost
and should be abolished. They are in the nature
of tribute, seeing that the person levied on gets nothing
in return. But is not his personal property protected?
says somebody. Yes, but if he pay personal property
tax, he pays twice for this benefit—once in taxes and
again in rent, This needs no argument. Where per-
sonal property is protected, rent is higher than where
such property is without protection. The real tax-
dodgers are not the persons who escape personal pro-
perty taxes, but those who pay real estate taxes. The
man taxed for his personal property gets mothing back
therefore—the latter gets back all he pays and much
more,
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¥Minneapolis Journal.)

The Omaha Bee, writing up the business of the city
and doing the proper and requisite boosting, notes: “Four-
teen undertakers, nine monument builders, twenty flor-
and one casket company are taking care of Omaha's
dead. The grim cavalcade of departing souls is ushered
to the various resting places in the cemeteries with
the ceremony and skill that attends an advancing and
improving business.”

(Montreal Star.)

Thee Anti-Cigarette Act continues to astonish its
friends. The total number of"cigarettes manufactured
in and imported into Canada last vear was 469,711,071,
as compared with 368,295,769 in the previous year, an
increase of over a hundred millions. What might we
hope to accomplish by a general Anti-Tobacco Act!

(Toronto World.)

The Evening Telegram, in its campaign for the pro-
motion of spurious national anthems, is now advocating
the performance of “God Save Ireland,” which was writ-
tén by an American during “the war,” and is well known
everywhere under its real name of “Tram, Tnmﬁ, ‘l‘ramp.
the Boys are Marching!” Next!

(Toronto Mail and Empire.)

Liberalism must surely be getting tired of the hypoc-
risy which asks it to be satisfied with grafts that run
up into the millions, and to be indignant because some
Ontario official has had fifty cents worth of washing done
at a publi¢ institution,

(Toronto Mail & Empire.)

George Graham hés tirned the first sod of the
Hudson Bay Rallway. But then it must not be for-
gotten that Sir Wilfrid laid the first stone of the
Laurier bridge at Quebec.

gy
(Ottawa Citizen.)

The Ross rifle made its first appearance in the field
in the hands of a Canadian regiment, at the British
autumn maneuvers, and even that small test nroved too
much for it.

(Hamilton Vol %

am:mmumaln'

on the W X
When the boat is all astagger
‘neath the h}:ht
the sagging of the

Who has laid
sail

While the masthead’s

sleepy to the moon,

nodding

dim and p:
Fill your bumwl! Join the chorus
of my croon!

Oh, lhe fickle, fuming, frolic fretting

Oh, the llmpld lapping, laughter lov-
ing sea!

‘We who love her ﬂll our glasses

To the best of all the lasses.

And we drink & briny bumper to the

sea!

Who has laid upon the sloping decl
awash?
Who has hauled and clewed and
chanted in the wind?
Who has watched the mainmast bend-
ing nigh a-crash,
While the rival boat's a-dropping
off behind?
Who has leaned against the creaking,
jolting wheel
Through a moonlit summer night on
southern sea?
Who has felt the old sea longing that
I feel.
Fill your bumpers, men, and shout
aloud with me!

Oh, the singing,, sighing, salty scented

sea!

Oh, the rushing, roaring, ramping rag-
ing sea!

On your feet and clash your glasses,

“To the best beloved of lasses«-
2's a brimming, briny bumper to

the sea!”

THEN 1T HAPPENED

In his haste to get onto the subway
train, Cornelius Skidmore dashed
wildly across the platform.

Not a moment was to be lost. The
train was already pulling out. Cor-
nelius would have to leap off the plat.
form to overtake it.

“Beware the thoid rail,
screamed a guard,

But Cornelius was deaf to entreaty
and blind to his peril.

Now he is also dead to the world.

(The End).

FAGTS AND FANGIES

Snapping Him Up.
He,—I have a great mind——
She—Stop making mountains out
of molehills, 1

youse!”

Love WIill Find & Way.

Ethel (getting basket ready for nic-
nie)—Lettuce is said to make one
sleepy.

Tom—Put in a few heads for ths:
chaperoa,

Inexperienced,
Singleton—I cannot understand why
a man's wife is called his better half,
Wedmore—You weu'd if you had to
divide your salary with one.

Had Him There.
He—It's said that a man’s brain is
bigger than a woman's.
She—-His feet are too, but they are
no more Serviceable than & woman's,

Added Years.

Young Wife—Tomorrow will' be my
twenty-fifth ‘birthday.

Hubby-—Why, a year ago, just before
our wedding, you told me you were
twenty.

Y. W.—Yes, but we¢ women ago raj-
idly nfter marriage.

If Studs Could Speak.

The Collar Stud (from under the
heaviest dressing table)—Well, by
Jove I never heard such language
in all my life, not even when I slipped
down his back last week! (Bystanaer;.

The Orator—I ’arsk yer! Wot is this
life we.’old so doar? Soon I'll be
Iying with me forefathers.

The Voice—An' givin’ them points
at the game, too!—Sketeh,

Fooled 'Em.
“I saw in the papers that you have
been in Switzerland,”
“Yee, 1 had it pur in, but the wea.
ther was so bad I stayed at home.”—
Journal Amusant.

A Favorite Of Fortune.
“Say, Edgar, waren’t you an ad
mirer of the baroness once?

vhzeccessful
_Blatter,

[NH!!)\;
KIDN EY
Pi LLS

across the ?
Who has f:::“ the wet brine stinging ||

And has slumMM till the stars grow |

“Yes, but I had ipe good luck to be
with her”—Flicgende|

ad &
better
breadf

PURITY
FLOUR

Are Your
Glasses Right

‘it's
you should wear glass-
es—you should be sure

not enough that

they are right—that
they properly correct
the irregularities in

the shape of the eyes
and that they fit the
face properly.

There's one final test
In regard to glasses—
do they show results,

If you've been troub-
led with headaches,
do your glasses stop
them?

If your sight has
been poor do your
plasses give you good
vision?
If the answer to
these questions ie
‘“yes,” you may be sat-
isfied with your glass-
es; if not, better let
us help you get the
right kind.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

21 KING STREET,
8T. JOHN, N. B

Plums Plums

The season for Plums is now on.
We have the different varieties,

CHARLES A. CLARKE’S,

"Phone 803. 18 Charlotte St.

ROBT. MAXWELL

Mason and Builder, Valuator
and Appraiser.

Brick, Lime, Stone,
Tile, and Plaster
Worker.

Several Johding Prompily and Neally
dona.

| ©fos 18 Bydney Strese
fes. 385 Union St

Ring up Main 1986-11
W. WILLIAMS.
18 Waterloo St.

Have your
Heating

and

Phone 543. - -

YOUR TELEPHONE ORDER FOR

GROCERIES, MEATS or FISH

WILL RECEIVE PROMPT AND CAREFUL ATTENTION BY

F. E. WILLIAMS CO. Ltd.

Columbia

ALL NEW YORK IS SINGING

STHE CUBANOLA GLIDE”
JUST RECEIVED IN THE FAMOUS

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

Records |

Desk Diaries,

BARNES &

1911

Gem Calendar Pads

84 Prince William Sireet.

CO., LTD. {

SPRUCE CLAPBOARDS

MURRAY & GREGORY, Ltd.,
ST.JOHN, N. B.

SHINGLES, ROOFING and everything in

WOOD and GLASS for Buidings.

RS

WE MANUFACTURE

and guarantee satisfaction.

17 SYDNEY STREET,

COPPER | GALVANIZED [RON WORK

FOR BUILDINGS
Also Cast Iron Columns, Crestings, Sash Weights ete, etc
Now is the time to get your Skylights, Conductors Cor-
nishes, etc; repaired. = We make a specialty of repairing ]

J. E WILSON, Ltd,

ALL KINDS OF

ST. JONH, N. B.

Greater Speed

STANDARD

UNDERWOOD

THE MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BUY.
The New Brunswick,

United Typewriter Co., Limited,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Greater Accuracy

TYPEWRITER

put in shape

for Winter.

il

Our New Catalogue
is ready for dis-
tribution. Send
name and ad-
dress for a

IRCHBISHOP OF YORK
OIED OF PNEUMONIA

London, Sept. lo-—-'l'ho Most Rev.
Willlam Dalrymple MacLagan, late
archbishop of York. dead I:De w!m

n n-

born
Ke served in -the
: as

BEST
FOR ALL
PURPOSES

SAVE $1.00 PER TON i
COAL---$4.25 per Ton---1,400 Lb. Load $3.10
WINTER IS COMING, SO ARE

Book Order Now; Phone Main 1172; P 0. Box 13; C.0.D. or Cash with Order
R T E N

HIGHER COAL PRICES »

CANADIAN COAL CORPOI

CANADIAN y
PACIFIC

MORE
FARM
LABORERS

EXCURSION DATE
Sept. 24
Going Rate - $12.00
Retnrnmg Rate 18.00
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