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INOTHER LETTER
10 THE PEOPLE

PREMIER SUPPLEMENTS
HIS FORMER MESSAGE

Deals  With the Claims of British

i éolumbia, Railways and Several
Other Matters.

Editor:—A few days ago, in an
(ter to the people of British Co-
1 outlined in a general way my
o<ition and the policy of the gov-
: and I now wish to supplement
1 remarks with others, and in-
to meet the objections that
cen raised. I have not been dis-
; ith the reception with which
jent’s declaration has been
I felt certain when our
on and policy were fully
wueh of the opposition—the
misanp-ehension—would  dis-
1 thag they would be ger
orsed by the electors, more &
hen they have read my letter
\Wilfrid, which 1 have permission
-

other things, an impression is
be conveyed—more especially
r representations to Ottawa have
an issue in the present federal
ign in Victoria—that the govern-
is endeavering to create a feeling
aeonism against the  Dominion,
people of this province. This is
and untrue. In all the com
with the Dominion authorities
not a word of reproacli,"not a
not a single un-
dlv utterance. I have gone to Sir
vid Laurier in perfect ccnfidence,
and above board, because I have
] o believed him to be a statesman
o ¢an rise above party counsiderations
over the interests of the eountry
stake, and who is willing to do
nistice to all sections of Canada alike.
It is quite natural, however, that he
will be influenced by his supporters in
|3 h Columbia, and if our representa-
tions at Ottawa are not ultimately sue-
essful, it will be because” they have not
1 the endorsement and suppert  of
. who are his political advisors and
iends, or that the hostility of other
wts of Canada will prevent it. It h
been charged that one reason why our
«sion to Ottawa has not been so far
cessful has been because we did not
tl representatives  of Toritish
mbia in the Dominion parliament
our confidence, On this occasion,
vever, I have sent each of these rep-
ntatives a copy of the letter {o the
pri ninister, ‘requesting his co-opera-
iow and support in behalf of: our claims.
In order that our case may not be
liced on account of political con-
iderations, I am averse to having the
westion of just . terms for British
Columbia becoming a ‘party cry of either
Liberals or Conservatives against the
other. I want, so far as I am con-
cerned, to see our claims made the. sub-
ject of unanimous demand on the part
of the people of this province to the
Dominion of Canada, not as against the
Liberal or any other government that
may be in power. We must depend on
the justness of our cause and the fair-
mindedness of the people of the sister
provinces, rather than upon political in-
fluence. The balance of power still lies
cast of the Great Lakes, and the pre-
lominance of sentiment there must for
some time to.come continue to govern,
We must convinee them by  absolute
fucts of our rights, and that in the pros-
perity and development of British Col-
umbia, which is involved, depends to a
large extent the greatness of their own
future. If we are denied justice at the
hands of Bastern Canada, we must then
«warry our grievances to the foot of the
throne itself, where the petition of the
‘f””_“*l"\‘l of British subjects will not be
fil‘lxi\-tl a hea A condition of things
 which we pay three times the average
per capita tax of the people. of Canada
1o the Dominion treasury—an amount
which bears the ratio of three to one to
that received by []xp provinece for . all
Z"”‘]'”:\'l‘.\': in which the cost of admin-
istration is three or four times that of
other provinces; in which, by our far
h‘.“mml from the great centres of trade
of the Dominion, the freight charges on
goods consumed iy many times greater
than that of “those who, for instance,
live in Ontario or Quebec; andiin which,
at the same time, we have to depend
:""V’;m’"\“‘I'm'::“"f‘!ll'lv‘ under the .(-onstitutinn
L es which are identical and not
sreater than those of other provinces—
e which must find a solution in the
hezotiations which we have begun, - or
application  of other remedies
‘\\\\,‘ I the future will disdose. It is an
equat contest  of  development as at
If we are so handicapped by
al conditions and by the Terms of
_om. which are  admittedly hard to
;“"MM' how much more difficult will it
¢ o accomplish what we have in view
:?_“}1‘m<‘-“1(., whom the people look as
ol Ill‘wl-mc:l\l lo:'n]t-rs and representa-
Ve no Y I . R
it 4,(-1...,‘1‘]1\1-"1:..11}1 to back up our efforts
tally ittte them, for no other
I Son 1115x1x that they are made by the
thsmur government.”  If  that  be
zhest conception of party politics
s to govern this province, ‘then T
say, as I nave always said, that I
thankful I am not a politician,
it be understood. once for all that
. fovernment has not attempted to
‘late terms to the government at Ot-
thwa, and that it has not asked for
) Ox spending it. On a former
1¥on we asked for a conference to
tle a delegation {0 lay our views
Dominion government. In

h of menace,

is

1
ti

natur;
Unim

fore the
.t conference amd in the representa-

’\vw made in connection with it, we
' down no hard and fast lines: we
erely snggested agreement., I defy any
' to place his finger on a sentence in
» whole  correspondence up to the
Iresent _timo that is not friendly, mnot
m promoting mutual interests.
not justified by the faects we had
need for consideration. We have
: u\'k_w] for a convention to discuss,
"en evidenee 0 be submitted, the

Now

'declare

claims of the provinee for better terms,
and in the letter to Sir Wilfrid Laurier
now published, the country will have-an
opportunity to judge as to the validity
of the grounds upon which our proposal
is based.

I now ask those who take exception to
the course which the government - has
pursued to state definitely and unequi-
vocally, over their own signatures,
whether the representations made to Ot-
tawa are proper and in the public in-
terest:

Wheéther or not the facts stated there-
ir vand the econclusion draw¥sare cor-
rect:

Whether or not, in-that case, we did
right in making such representations
and in pressing our claims as we did:

Whether or not the government is now
right in continuing to press those wclaims
and in asking for a convention for their
discussion:

Whether or not they will unite in sup-

“porting them:

Whether or not, if our course has been
in the interests of the province, the gov-
ernment js entitled to any credit for its
offorts in that respect:

And whether or not, under such cir-
cumstances, the failure so'far, to secure
recognition of our claims or reply to our
representations, is to laid at the door
of this governmeut.

Let our opponents, too, take up the
different planks of our platform and say
whether they are sound, practical and
worthy of support.

Tht government is aecused of adopt-
ing Mpr. Martin’s and Mr. Smith Curtis’s
railway policy. Even if that were true,
it is no good reason why it should not
be adopted if it were a right policy;
but we have not adopted that policy,
and we have not adopted the principle
of government ownership. I have stated
distinctly that I am not in favor of the
government of the province undertak-
ing on its own account, as a general
principle, the building of railways, and
for three reasons: (1) The province is
not in a position finaneially to do it;
2) it is the duty of the Dominion gov-

ment, 4f at all; (3) -success of
government ownership must depend on
the whole Canadian . system of railways
being made uniform.

A principle not generally applicable,
however, may be so under special and
peculiar condition and the agitation
of last year in favor of the V., V. & E.
affords the complete explanation of
what, in this insfghce, are the special
arnd peculiar cofnditions. - The argu-
ments for that company were that there
should be comp®ition, and that for

favored. Omn the very face of it, it is
plain that these objects would not be
attained by either one of these com-
panies getting the subsidy, because the
traffic over Hope Mountain for some
vears to~“come would not justify a line
of railway' so extensive to build being
duplicated, The subsidizing = of one
company, therefore, means the exclusion
of ithe other. As both companies appear
anxious to reach the Similkameen, a
joint government railway from some
common point of juncture to the coast,
over which both companies would have
eqnal running powers, would serve at
one cost the very objects to be attained.
The cost to the province would not
necessarily be greater, because by this
government contributing $4,000 a mile
and the Dominion government $8,000 a
mile; the road could be bonded for the
rest of the money required, the same as
any -private enterprise, ‘and the govern-
ment would have a direct asset for the
money invested, and receive returns in
due proportion.

It may be held, as it has been held,
that if the V., V. & E. Secured the sub-
sidy. and built the line, the C. P. R.
would be forced, in its own interests,
to parallel it. Iven if _this should
result, why such a waste of capital
when a single railway line would serve
both companies? ;

Is this a practieal, business-like poliey,
or is it not? Whether the Deminion
government willi accept the proposal is
not the question. The question is, is it
a wise poliecy? It demands a definite
reply from our opponents. And that
reply will determine whether they were
sincere in the public interests in agita-
ing for competition and against
moropoly.

I now come to the question of consti-
tutionality ,involved in our railway pol-
icy of last year, which was attacked in
an article obviously written or inspired
by a legal gentleman. The astounding
position is taken that the province, by
seeking to impese conditions of any
kind by contract with any railway it
proposes to “assist, which may be, or is,
to be for the general benefit of
Canada, and consequently under the -ex-
clusive control of the Dominion of Can-
ada, is acting ih “open defiance of the
Dominion government—a direct deroga-
tion from the Dominion Act, and an at-
tempt unconstitutionally to vary the
provisions of the B. N, A. Act,” and
“a declaration of war against the per-
sons who are expected '{o co-operate
with the provincial government in rail-
way construction.”

The government stipulated in its Rail-
way Act that the province shounld have
“absolute control” of the railway and
passenger rates, and that in case of the
railway assisted passing undGer the juris-
diction of the Dominion, that the con-
trol should become a matter of contraect
between the province and the company.
It is pointed out that the railways de-
clared for*the general benefit of Can-
ada come within the exclusive cortrol of
the Dominion, and that therefore there
is a conflict of authority created, and
that the provinee could not legally con-
tract itself away from the Dominion
authority. Similar objections are held
to the power of taking the railway over
after 20 years as a provincial undertpk-
ing, to the plans and specifications be-
ing approved by local officials and to any
railway aecepting a subsidy being con-
trolled by the B. C, Railway Act. There
is nothing inconsistent as between the
powers which the two governments could
exercise in the province as a matter of
L private right insisting on cercain con-
ditions being complied with. Otherwise
the provinece would be powerless eyen
though its aid was two or three times
greater than that given by the Domin-
ion. Tor instance, a railway company
going through private land might wish
for free right-of-way or a . portion of
the land as a subsidy. If the owner im-
posed  a condition that ‘the railway
should earry his produce at a’ certain
rate and the; company refused on the
gzrounds that the Dominion government
had control-'of rates. the land owner

could say, “Very well,’ you can't have

that purpose the C. P, R. should not be’

’my lands.”. - The company would as a
matter of faect have the right to enter
into any arrangement even to carrying
i his goods and himself free, as a matter
of private contraet, and there would be
{ no abrogation from the authority of the
iDonlinion. That is all the province pro-
| poses to do—to stipulate certain condi-
| tions as a return for the subsidy. I will
never consent to granting bonuses to
railways without a proper measure of
control being exercised; and if this be
denied I would refer all promoters to
| Ottawa. If the British- North America
| Act will not permit us a voice in the
!railways we help to build"when these
!pnss under the jurisdiction of the Do-
Iminiou, ther that act shetild be changed
| as soon as possible, or a notice served on
all railways that they must . deal with
| the Dominion exclusively. - The issue
i raised is not a hew one, and with that
i in mind the first paragraph of page 550
l'of the report of the delegation to Ottawa
was written. - We asked there that an
understanding should be arrived at on
| that' and other'issues that might be rais-
{ed between the two governments in re-
spect to railways,

Some years ago a similar question
arose' in Ontario and the province and
municipalities which had assisted rail-
ways took very great objection tc lines
which they had assisted passing out of
their control, but it is not now a vital
| question there, owing to the fact that all
| existing lines of railway, have been ah-
sorbed either into the C. P. R, or Grand
Trunk systems, existing legislation being
insufficient to prevent it, and no better
reason could be advanced why a joint
railway policy should be now framed.

What the delegation brought to the at-
tention of the Dominion government was
ithat in a province iike British Columbia
where the building+of railways is the
very essence of development, that could
not be effected without the conibined aid
\n-f both govermments. Wheré ‘two gov-
{ernments assist railways and such as-
sistanco is absolutely necessary for this
I theré should be agreement and co-op-
| eration between the two governments.
No.man with the interests of the prov-
dnce at heart will assert otherwise. We
ask that an 'mxdm:\-tnnding should be ar-
rived at as to a eommon policy and uni-
form systemr of communieation. We
wanted also a clearly defined understand-
ing as to where our jurisdiction ended
jand where the Dominion jurisdiction be-
gan, so as to avow confret_which 1s ever
{ imminent,

But the cruz of our demands on the
Dominion is after all a finanecial ques-
tion. Writers and speakers talk- about
the prosperity and the increased rey-
enues to flow from the development of
jthe couutry by railways, the opening
up of mines, the establishment of indus-
tries, ete., but they forget that in a
country sitnated as British Columbia is,
with the sources of revenu~ it has at its
disposal, the increase of  population
means also iner
schools, - administration of justice, gov-
| ernment offic#ls and other expenditures
to eat up .the increased:irevenues, and
leave us but little better off: while on the
other hand the potential sources of rev-
enue arising out of customs, excise, fish-
eries, etc., go to the . Dominion. When
the terms of Confederationr were being
discussed, the Hon,J, 8. Helmcken con-
tended that for the ' purposes of per
capita subsidy from thé Dominion the
population, should be reckonéd at three
times its aetual number. The sequel
proves that he was right, because if we
add to the fact thot we pay- three times
the ordinary contribution: t& the Domin-
ion per head from all parts of Canada
the other fact that the cokt of adminis-
tration is three or four times greater per
copita thar in other provinces, ard that
cur freight rates on goods we corsmme
are many times greater, it will be clear
that we are entitled on our present popu-
lation to a yearly subsidy of more than
one thillion dollars. - That is‘the amount
I suggested in discussing the ~matter
with Sir Wilfrid Laurier last vear that
we should receive annually . and whether
this government is sustained or not I
feel absolutely certain the time will soon
come when our claims will become nnani-
mous on the part of the people of the
province,

A leading ‘writer in the provincial
press in discussing the government mani:
festo has remarked the financial situa-
tion is the most vital issne in'iwovincin]
politics at the present time, and I most
fully agree with him; but a careful study
of the situation will convince ‘him as
well’as others that we eannot, as.stated
before, make bricks without straw, and
that unless a full measure of justice is
accorded us by the Dominion govern-
ment he, er any other gentleman as min-
ister of - finanen. woull be nnable to
meet the requirements of our develop-
ment. We ask no favors. of the Domin-
ion government, we seek no interierence
on the part of the Federal authoritics, and
f-nntmnplntu no surrender of our prov-
incial rights. We ask merely for justice
and such a fair return of our revenne
under the terms of a convantion as will
enable us to do for ourselves what we
are otherwise unable to do, nmamely, to
meet the reasonablo requirements of the
province in the way of administration
and development. I can state the whole
case in the terms- of my letter to Sir
“'i[fX'itl Laurier in effect that if the prov-
ince had control of all the revenues con-
tributed to the Dominion and provincial
treasuries it comld provide for all the
public utilities now paid for by both,
build its own railways, and do every-
thing else asked for or required, and
still have a yearly surplus to its credit.
Those anxious for an argument on the
merits of the case are ‘invited to take
that statement serionsly into their con-
sideration. JAMES DUNSMUIR.

ROBBED SUMMER COTTAGES,
Elizabethtown, N. Y., Jan. 29.—Wil-

Arthur Colby, Ashley
! Reynolds and Mrs, Grace Wilkins, of
Lake Placid, were arrested- last night,
charged with plundering summer cot-
tages. One of the cottages alleged to

ter, of New York. All kinds of house
furnishing goods, it is asserted, by the
police, were found in the possession of
those arrested.

TUMORS.

We have lately made some truly wonder-
ful cures without knife or plaster.  Write
| for addresses and particulars. Address

STOTT & JURY,
| Bowmanville, Ont.

s demand for roads, |

liam James, Frank Colby, John Colby, |
Wilkins, Wm.

have been entered beleng to Bishop Pot- | ; 5 P
' gible consistent with sound publie policy

PREMIER'S LETTER T0
- MR WILFRID LAURIER

The following letter has bgen sent to|
Sir “Wilfrid Laurier by Premder Duns-
muiir:

Premier’s Office,
Victoria, B. C., 7th January, 100)2.

Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid
Minjster, Ottawa:
Dear  Sir’ Wilfrid,—While in_ Ottawa
last winter the members of the delega-
tion from the government here, person-
ally and by letters and statements sub-
mitted, presented with all earnestness
and to the best of their ability tlie argu-
ments in favor of a re-adjustment of
the financial arrangements between the
province of British Columbia and the
Dominion of Canada; and I must con-
fess to a feeling of disappointment in
rot having had a definite reply as to
whether thcese representations, in- whole
or in part, had received, or -would still
receive, the consideration of your gov-
ernment.

‘As you are aware our representations
were made with fairness and, frankness
and without respect to party or political
considerations—simply on the grounds of
what appeared to us as matters of right
and mutual advantage. Our arguments
in favor of increased subsidies were, in-
deed, based to a large extent on the
greatly augmented revegues which would
flow to the Dominion treasury as a con-
sequence; and we not unreasonably
hoped that our proposals, backed up as
they' were by the strongest arguments
possible, would not only not excite op-
pesition in other parts of Canada, but
would receive the endorsation of all fair-
minded, progressive and far-seeing citi-

Laurier, Prime

“zeng of the Dominion,

I am aware that it has been said that
the delegation was unreasonable in the
rumber and magnitude of the demands
then made. That impression aros: no
doubt from the fact that many of them
had never previously been catalogacd in
one document, and the considerations
involved had never before been brought
to the attention of the public; but- the
justness of the claims and the facts
upon which they are based have so far
not in any way been controverted.

It has also been held that the marters
in question shonld have been taken up
with your government through the rep-
resentatives of the province in the Dom-
inion house of parliament. ¥rom the
standpoint of policy it might have been
wiser to have adopted such a course;
and had I thought for a moment that
the rights of the province would - have
been jeopardized by lack of co-operation !
on the part of its representatives in con- |
sequence of their advice and assistance
not having been enlisted, I, certainly,
and I fedl quite sure my colleagues,
would have been only too glad to have
availed ourselves. of such advice and as-
sistance. It did not occur to me, how-:
ever, - that negotiations aflfecting. the
business relations of the two govern:
ments should‘be carried on through other
than the ordinary channels for conduect-
ing such negotiations in the past; and I
certaivly then looked, and do still ook,
for the most cordial support of those
gentlemen, the interests of whose consti-
tuents are deeply affected by the negotia-
tions in question, in bringing about a
satisfactory settlement,

Fully impressed with the justness of
our cause, it is not our intention to re- '
linquish its advoeacy or depart from the !
course we consider in equity to be our
right and duty to pursue, and 1 trust
that no government that may succeed
the present will do less.

You_ will understand sthat the -Tepre-,
sentations we made in “our  memorial
1o your government were, generally, in
the direction of some thore definitc un- |
derstanding—some  specific recognition of
our moral’and political rights in the form |
of increased and corresponding returns
for the revenues from this province to
the Dominion. Our memorial indicated |
ithe lines, and the reasons therefor, !
which 'in our opinion -should form the
basis of such suitable recognmition, We
made no hard and fast demands. We
esked only for a convention and a poliey
of ' co-operation based on mutual in-
terests. In this respect, therefore, while
cur objects and procedure may have
been misrepresented in some quarters,
we trust that they have not been mis-
urderstond by you or by your govern-
ment, - Nothing that has been said or
written «£an be construed;” I hope, into
an attempt to dictate to, to coerce, or
to threaten the authorities at Ottawa.
Our whole aim has been to work amic-
ably and in perfect understanding with
them, upon, as I have stated, certain
lines that might, after the fullest dis-
cussion, be mutually, agreed upon. This
has been our position particularly in re-
gard to railways, the building of which !
in this province involves a great dea]i
that is common to the interests of both !
governments and which, in my opinion,
should be prosecuted on a uniform and
co-operative basis,

I wish to reiterate here what I have |
stated in my letter to you in October,
1900, and tp which I again earnestly di-,
rect your attention, Our policy submit-!
ted at the session of 1901 was based on'
the reasonable hopes we entertained of
assistance from your government, It
was outlined ‘n the preamble of the act.
then passed providing for the construc-
tion of certain railways. Not having, !
however, up to that time heard from
your Minister of Railways as to the pro-
posals we made while at Ottawa (and
in reply to telegrams subsequently urg-
ing co-operation), we were of necessity
obliged to define our own position in re-
gard to those lines of railways and to
stipulate the conditions upon which we

| swould be willing to assist .in building

them; but at the same time we were
willing to modify these as far as pos-

in meeting the views of your government
in respect to each one of those maiters,
or in respect to other matters that you
might wish to include in a general policy
of railway building. That i the posi-
tion that we still maintain, 3
You are doubtless aware that this gov-
ernment was subjected to very severe
criticism, and that great' pressure was
brought to bear on it, in regard to one
line of railway proposed, known as the
V., V. & B, to be built from the Coast

! in its governmental capacity.

| the possible resources of the country, it

" is working

| ground at leng intervals only.

via Hope Mountain into the Boundary
It was charged that our policy was fram-

ied with & view to favor the C. P. R, as

againstiother companies and to prevent
‘eompetition in that country, While I
am not in any way bound to offer an
explanatién or defence of our pelicy to

| your government on that score, at the

same time I wish absolutely to deny ‘he
truth of such an-accusation. To show
the bona fides of our desire to afford .li-
rect communication from the Coist 10
Kootenay, we, shortly after the proroza-
tion of the House, undertook a complote
survey of the proposed route via JIrpe
Mountain, This was done in order ‘o
ascertain the feasibility and exact cost
of a line of railway. Up to that time
both were uncertain and the government
had absolutely no reliable data upon
which to proceed. This, however, was
I have no doubt fully explained to you
by my colleague, Hon. W. C. Wells,
while in Ottawa recently. I refer to it,
Lowever, in order to show you that\ it
was our sincere desire to further-_the
irterests of the various sections to be
affected by such an undertaking, which
was, as you know, the subject of strong
representations at the time the delega-
tion visited Ottawa.

Furthermore, to assure you of our de-
sire to carry our policy into effect and
in order to obviate the possibility of com-
petition being restricted, the government
is now, willing to enter into negotiations
with the Honorable the Minister of Rail-
ways with a view to the construction of
that portien of the line over the Hope
Mountain into the Similkameen coun-
try as a joint government undertaking,
the C. P. R, the V., V, & E. and ali
other railways to have full and equal
running power over it upon terms and
cenditions that may be considered fair
and reasenable in the interests of all
concerned. In so doing this government
dces not wish to be bound by it as a
precedent for ' or against the general
principle of government - ownership  of
railways so far.as the province is con-
cerned, or as one which should be made
applicable to other railways under con-
sideration. - Government owneiship m
or -may nhot for geéncral purposes be
wise policy to'adopt; whereas in a par-
ticular -instance and under peculiav con-
ditions it might be advantageous; and in
this instance if the V., V. & E. railway
company and the C. P. R. company will
agree to use the road when completed
as suggested, I regard it as a proposal
which is worthy of your consideratiou.

Hon,. W. C. Wells, I understand,
while in Ottawa, discussed with you,
as well as with the promoters, a mea-
sure of assistance to the Canadian
Northern, now nearing the Rocky Moun-
tains, and propesed. to traverse tile
Northern interior to the Coast. This, I
may say, is fully in accord with our
policy, and we regard the opening 'of
that portion of the country as highly
important, and as one which would be
equal in results to the building of the
C. P, R. through the southern -portion.
‘We. hope to see some definite and satis-
factory arrangements - entered into at
once,

I now come to another matter >f still
greater importance to British Columbi.t"
While in |
Ottawa last winter, I had not fully
thought out all the matters affecting the
relations of the province and the Domin-
ion; but it occurred to me and I men-
tioned it in conversation, that the claims
of the province should be commuted for*
a yearly sum in addition to the present '
stibsidies received.” I did not, perhaps,
state the exact grounds, apart from the,
excess of revenue paid to the Dominion |
over and above the appropriations made
in return—which is yearly very large
and yearly growing larger—upon which
such a proposal should be based. You,
however, have only to consider the pe-
culiar circumstances and conditions of
this province as: compared with other
provinces, to fully appreciate our posi-
tion, :

At the time of Confederation, in 1867,
the provinces  then included, which are
comparatively level and compact, were
in the main municipalized; their roads;
and bridges and other public works of a |
provincial character ywere to a large ex-
tent completed; and the public debts of
all_were assumed by the Dominion, a
start being made with a clear sheet and
greatly reduced responsibilities. - In the
province of British Columbia at the time
of Confederation, 1871, considering the,
sparseness of population and the small-
ness of the probable revenue, the ar-
rangement made. under the Terms of !
Union was thought to be a very liberal |
one, and the delegates from British Col-
umbia had every reason to believe they
had made a very good bargain for the
province, and were justly entitled to the
congratulations they received; and, there-
fore, at a period when development was
so limited and so little was known about

is not to be wondered at if they did not
secure - greater congessions eor see just;
how, under wholly new conditions, the
arrangements they entered” into would |
finally work out from a bookkeeping
point of view. While, however, a con-
tract, presumably legally and constitu-
tionally binding for - all time to come,
was entered into,’it is not to be maintain-
ed that such a contract should continue
forever without modification, if it ean
be proved beyond question that the
terms are such as to. work a perpetual
hardship to one of the contractimg par-
ties. That it does do so, Ishall proceed
te show, ;
The government of British Columbia
under conditions absolutely
tnique jn Canada, and must for all time
te come remuin at a disadvantage asy
cempared with the governments of other
provinces—I mean in respect = to equil-
ibrium of revenue and expenditure. Our
province is, roundly speaking, 800 miles
long by 500 miles wide. It is more ov
less mountainous throughout its whole
¢xtent, with wvalleys and habitable
Its popu-
lation, while individually more petential,
can never, by reason of physical environ-
ments, be as large as other provinces in
proportion to area. The expense of gov-
ening per head .of population must for,
cll time to come necessarily- be many

| sary and unjust burdens on our people

| which was laid up for the winter on the !

/times greater, It entered Confederation |
with roads, bridges, wharves, railways,
" schools, ete., all practically unbuilt and
to be provided for in the future, Owing
to the physical conditions, the govern- |
ment had to assume all the expenses of |
ihese undertakings, which, in the main,
elsewhere is borne by municipalities.!
WVith few exceptions, there are no muni-
cipalities outside of incorporated towns.
Every road or railway costs on an aver-
age three or four times per mile what'it Dball to-morrow night.
does in other party of Canada. The gentlemen who will portray the various
distances between the ‘settlements are characters have perfected themselves in
very great; heuce the mileage to build .. respective parts, and an excellent
and maintain is often enormous. The £ % £ R ' .
schools, the roads and trails, bridges B orm:ance e assu.ud. THe arary
o e pghl 3 .,-* one which cannot fail to charm, and as
public wharves and buildings, hospitals, the production is in good Imnéls thete
s g ands

;I]l::éiu;;fu‘il:dtoe‘bin (113“:21‘3 fél? bmdtll]f‘- can be no doubt that the audience will
AR provide T Dy Y€ e given an evening of delightful enter-
proviace. The cost of administering tainment.” There will be a f;“ orchottin
public justice throughout this vast ex- Aoy t)u.w st }({ Bitls "i‘h»
tent of country is also, for similar rea- ChEE of chir;u-tui" Il\ o i'““(;‘“.l\.." 5
sons, very great and many times what it , _ Y i A
is in the Bast, ; Solomon Probity (aged 91) R End
Capt. Clement Royds

“A CHIMNEY CORNER.”

An Enjoyable Performance
for To-Morrow Evening— Cast
of Characters,

All arrangements are completed for the
presentation of the sparkling little drama
“A Chimney Corner” in the Institute
The ladies and

Wiile all this is true, the sources of | ., %"= """ ,
“H8y s ’ his i Peter Probit . Frank Leroy
revenue provided under the constitution | y ;. Probite (0&0¢ Chas. Cullis
are precisely the same' as in the East. | 3y cparles Chotty . Frank Sehi
The increase of population under such ! SRR E. Milne
circumstances, while - it means increase i puity Probity Dorothy Seht
of revenue, also means proportionate in- ! Miss Grace B «..... Miss Fanny RKeefe
crease of expenditure in order to sup- ! ;
ply the varied and expanding needs in !
the way of schools, the administration A TILSBNBURG
of justice, the building of rqads and
bridges, railways, ete., etec. As a con-

i

sequence, the balance between 1'(‘\'(‘11110E BUTGHER

and expenditure under present condi- | &
!

tions is difficult to reach and maintain.
'The potential sources of revenue belong
to the Dominion. . We have proved to
you that we pay three times the average i
contribution of Canada to the Dominion |
&nd get less than half back, If the peo- | o
ple of British Columbia were able to re- | Mr. C, .II. Parker, Tilsonburg, Oat.,
tain all they contribute in taxes to the  the well known butcher of that town,
provincial and Dominion governments, ' has been using Dr. Pitcher's Backache
they could support every -public atility , Kidney Tablets for a backache and kil-
of the province, both provincial and ' ney trouble that had heen bothering him.
Dominion, build their own railways, and , When asked to give his opinion of these
still have a surplus each year to tneir | Tablets, he made this statement:
aedit, | “During a recent, sudden and sharp
What we now ask the Dominion gov- ' attack of backache and kidney trouble,
ernment to do, is without further delay ; due to cold caught in the shop, I was in-
te take these matters seriously into con- | duced to try Dr. Pitcher’s Backache Kid-
s‘deration and arrange for a conveairn ' Dey Tablets. I got a bottle and after I
between the province and the Domunion ; had used half of them the pain was
fer the purpose of veviewing the whole - €one. This I think is rapid enough re-
facts of thé case and arriving at better = Sults for anyone. I think they are a
terms, Our object is to reach a soiution | Mighty good medicine.”:
as the result of fair, open and impartial | Dr. Pitcher’s Backache Kidney Tab-
investigation, and by no argument other léts are the newest and most effective
than is just and equitable to appeal for remedy for backache, lame or weak
a. decision, { back, Bright's discase, diabetes. dropsy,
The Dominion of Canada has on the I.HmHDS\' under the eyes, sweiling ”f.thp'
Pacifiec Coast; a province full of resources Ioet -and :11{1‘;1""{: gravel, 1'11011111:\_t1.<\u,
and illimitable wealth, with a vigorous speck ﬂmt’.m":.“efow the eyes, kidney
and enterprising population—a domain _“]‘(;ak‘l_].(‘s'g_fn (:hdfh‘eu :111’(1"01(1 ,'wo]ﬂc and
which, if fully developed, will prove of i‘ “‘t‘n};‘l‘“?’:lbéu ‘.Iv“mt .i')o yi:(l;nt%a
inestimable 'advantage in making the %0:‘. & P‘} ,( ‘I.X“h Sl ‘D" Tt ek
name of Canada great, and in fulfilling “na Pitcher Co., Toronto, Ont.
a desticy which Britons everywhere, and —

more especially Canadians, would re- VYAV

joice to se2 accomplished. Howgver, L
have. endeavored clearly to show that A E T“E

uncer the present terms governing the

rclations between the province and

Dominion, the cost of internmal develop-

ment to the former is out of all propor-

tion to the revenue to the provincial

trcasury arising from resources however
Progressive stock breeders, dairy-
men, poultrymen, grain, root and
fruit growers, beekeepers, agricul-
tural -students, and home makers
find the articles and answers. to
questions in every issue of the

rich; and that, on the other hawnd, the
revenue which accerues to the Dominion
FARMER’S

as a consequence of our prosperity, how-
and HOME MAGAZINE

LI \

Pins His Faith to Dr. Pitcher’s
Backache Kidney Tablets.

L

ever great, presents an enormous dis-
perity in respect to the appropriations
we receive in return, and one which: in
its effect must forever impose unneces-

and pravent that high limit of develop-
ment that would otherwise bg possible.
As you are well aware, what we ask
is not new in the history of <Canada
since 1867, and if the”provinces which
originally framed ..the Terms of Con-
iederation as generally applicable to all
its parts,saw in the mistakes made or
injustices committed in the fizst place
a sufficient reason for readjustment in
more than one instance, they cannot now
reasonably object to a convention on beautifully illustrated farmer's paper
grounds for which they originally fur published, we invite scrutiny of a
nished the precedent. sample copy. A post card will bring g

simply unequalled and indispensable.
If you are not already. a subscriber
to the most helpful, best printed and
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Believe me to be, very sine_m'e]y yours, a;it free, Address :
(Sd.) JAMES DUNSMUIR,
Premier,

THE WILLIAM WELD CO., Limited,

LONDON,
AN ATLIN LETTER, CANADA.

P.S.—The subscription price, $t
District—Takes gper year, includes-also the superb

Snowing Heavily in
Still Open and the Scotia Running.

P e

Xmas Number.
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A letter received from Atlin, under |
Adate of the 10th inst., reports that at
the time of writing snow was falling |
heavily, a condition of weather
which the residents ia the North ]md!
been wishing (for some time. With lots |
of snow on the ground in the spring the

NOTICE,
for 2 TR ITI

Notice is hereby given that the Canadian
Northern Railway Company will apply te
the Parliament of Canada at its next ses-
sion for an Act empowering the Company
to construct the following lines of railway,

prospects for a successful mining season s e
are good, the plentifulness of water in | 15 From' a point on the Company’s line be-
the creeks being then assured. DPrepar- ! tween Port Arthur :(xlnd Fort Frances;
ations for much activity in the spring ' thence. northeasterly an southeasterly te
are now being made. J. Caphee, who 3;?5 %,',fg’ t(:,!I%ligbggih?lgf]é{&%f%‘:&sﬁ;:?
has bonded the Copper Island, at the re:)xl.I <
efd of Atlin, lake, will take North a { 2 From a point on the Company’s line at
hig force of nien as soon as the fine wea- ‘S’gu’t‘ﬁg§,.;}I{)(5,‘1g‘}j‘diyh2“ft‘§[';jn§‘f§1§gf°b“' IR
ther scts in, while among other proper-i 3. F{gm a point ofn Ithe Company’s line-
ties which will be in full swing are the , near the narrows of Lake Manitoba to a
~ 3 e ek int betwee! 5 e X
Gleaner, Taku, Engineer and White 'ﬁne;d };‘,‘15‘;_““ Hdmontol mu i ketlaw
Horse. 1. 4. F‘xs‘om a_point on the Company’s: line
s . s ¢ i iver to the Pacific Coast at
The letter states that Atlin lake is ?;‘Mr LA
it r near Skeena River, by way-of the Pine
still open. It has been three timos frozen River Pass. i 4
over this winter, but at no time -was : 3 Froml a I;°1n§ on_the line east of Ed-
the ice on it thick enough to bear up the ;?:('llt?;]él\rul{‘?‘].:rm or S:mkutchm\an, to the
weight of a team. The steamer Scotia, | 6. From.a point on the Company’s line
near Hanging Hide River (S;lskntchewun)
4th of November. was still buing oper- \;«I)ifsl}gnnlollth of the Carrot River near Pas
ated when the letter was written, *. 1 -Also, increasing the capital of the Com-
Mention is made of the lack'of road- ; pany and e s SR R
way posts for the gnidance of travellers ith thse :qu:!sl(;li.o:'/glf“v?::el!zx,l l::tue‘ll:afigl?-
into. Atlin, no allowance for the same minals and other properties: and to nchu!ro
having beer made in the government 20d utilize water powers for the generation
: : : Swafine S e e of electric and other power, and to dispose
estimates this winter. This is a serious . of surplus power; and to acquire or estab-
matter to the {ravellers who bappens to lish pleasure resorts; and to aid settlers
be caught ont in a blizzard on the lake.

upon lands served by the Company’s rail-
ways; to impreve the Company’s lands, and
Rl % to acqwire and hold lands outside of Can-
A racehorse galloping at full speed clears ‘;l“‘_“l,;,nnlb?hz""(gnx;;ul)n“ 'th.e gmnllgzm‘mtion be-
from 20 fect to 24 feet every stride, . Yukon & Pacific Ilil':]ﬁ“l‘;l c(inll(;m:;.}lmontou.
Dated 24th December, 1901.

i
l J. M. SMITH.
|
i
i

Secretary.

flf You Could Loom

into the future and see the condition
to which your cough. if neglected,
will bring you. you would seek relief at
once—and that naturally would be through

Shiloh’s

FOR SALE.

79 SPORTSMEN, FARMERS., HUNTERS
AND TRAPPERS.

The most improved gun, breech loaders;
bait set gun, $24 per doz., or $2.50 each,
.\:xzr(~ death to all kinds of game every shot.
Every gun guaranteed. Terr‘ltory}lghts
for salc  Agents wanted everywhere,

PRINTING PRESS FOR SALE—The Cot-
treH press, on which the Daily Times was
printed for several years. The bed is
82x47 inches, and In every respect the
press is in first-class condition. Very
sultable for small daily or weekly offices.
1t cost $1.200: will be sold for $600 cash.
Apply to Manager, Times Office,

Guaranteed to cure Con-

u re sumption, Bronchitis,
Asthma, and all Lung

Troubles, Cures Coughsand Coldsin a day.

25 cents, Write to 5. C. WeLLs & Co.,
Toronto, Can., for free trial bottle,

Ll(nrl’s Clover Root Tea purifies the Blood D

Promised °

COnSU m ption Sau.{i gie?&?E;g'O;t. fa
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