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f. the inward teaching and guidance of His Spirit, but as in the case 
of Timothy, by the solemn laying on of hands, denoting the ordina­
tion of these selected instruments to the sacred office of ministering 
in the Church of God. This injunction of the Apostle clearly shows 
that, no matter what situation in life, or what position in the 
Church the Christian may occupy—whether as a hearer of the Gos­
pel or a minister of the Gospel—the Scripture has for all the same 
admonition,—“what I say unto you, I say unto all, watch 1” Take 
heed there are foes around you, depths beneath you. precipices 
before you; take heed to the doctrine, those blessed principles and 
truths in which you have been instructed, and in which you are to
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With small advantages, either of experience or years, timothy 

had been appointed to fill an all-important office in the Christian 
Church • for not only had the Apostle left him at Eohesus, charged 
with all the functions of the priesthood, but he had given him 
authority to ordain others. To a young man, such a position must 
have been perilous indeed ; perilous to that spirituality of mind 
which had characterized him from his youth ; perilous to that 
humility which is the very strength of our Christian graces ; and it 
mitrht be perilous to that sacred cause, to defend which, wo know 
Paul counted not even his life to be dear to him. Taught, however, 
bv that Holy Spirit, who not only leads us to whatever is true in 
doctrine, but also guides us to whatever is sale in practice, the 
Apostle fixes his choice upon the young evangelist,bids him make full
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Apostle intended when he urged lmiothy, and in 
should come after him, to “take heed unto himself? \V e may sup­
pose him, in the first instance, to mean,—take heed that thou m 
faithful. No qualification is more 
'•gospel ministry than this. “ Tt 
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Christ and his fellow-servants in the Lord, 
think, do justice to this feature of the apostolic character if we sup 
posed the term “faithful” to be of no more extended meaning than 
that assigned to it in our ordinary speech, namely, that of a

partial setting forth of gospel truth Its meaning will be 
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