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Fourteen Drifters Sunk.

‘miralty announced today that

by Austrian ilght cruisers in the Adri-
. ‘86 Bea, and that the British light

Jenate Reading Roo
; lﬁ}lnll oo

y Division of Regular Troops,

in Coxﬂmand of Getieral

Pershmg, Will Proceed Overseas as Early as Practi-
~ cabls, Says President Wilson.

Washington,  May 18.—President
tonight directed that an ex-
force of approximately a

.of regular troopa, under com-
of Major-General John J. Per-
France at as early
practicable. Gen. Pershing

will ‘precede the troops.
1 Roosevelt will not be per-
to raise his volunteer expedi-;
_ On signing the war army bill

ht' President Wilson

. . saying that. acting' under
t advice from both sides of the
, ‘he would be unable to ‘availl

k in‘drmy clrcla to-

sibility that a way

fourd to use the former
1#'8  services in another way,
oial comment on the subject

TW J'eon’s Statemerit.

prebldent’: statement sald in

mll not avail myaself, at any

at the present stage of the war, |

‘authorization conferred by the
to o;ggnlu ul\mxeer divisions. To

vv

ports purnope covered by thia
gislation—the promp creation and
of dh ‘effective army-—and
contrlbnte practica'ly nothing

fssued a |

to the effective- strensth of the arm-
ies now engaged against Germany.

“I understand that the section of
this act which authorizes the creation
of volunteer divisions in addition to
the draft was added with a view to
providing an 'indépendent command
for Mr. Roosevelt and giving the mili-
tary authorities an opportunity to use
his fine vigor and enthusiasm in re-
cruiting’ the forces now at the west-
ern front.

“It would be very agreeable to me
to pay Mr. Roosevelt this compliment
‘and the allles the compliment of send-
ingto their aid one of our most dis-
‘tinguished men, an -ex-president who
has Trendered many public services
‘and proved his gallantry in  many
striking ways. Politically too, it

‘would no ‘doubt have a very fine ef-’

fect, and make a profound impres-
‘sion. ‘But this is not the time or the
occasion for compliment or for any
action not calculdted’to contribute to
the immediate siiccess of the war. The
business now in hand undramadtic,
practical and of scientific definite-
ness and kmcxmm bﬂ}‘gt with
pn.rﬂculnr. um}or .expert .and: proﬁu-
stonal q,nvce, Mmbgth sides of the
.“tm IR ey oK '”ﬂ o (U
b » R s

“That advice {s that tﬁo men most
needed-aire men of the ages contained
in the draft of the present Dbill, apd
that in‘ the preliminary training of

| the men to be drafted f

‘lall of our experienced ~offif

Roosevelt told ‘me a few W

that he would wish to associate

him some of the most eft!ei it offi~

cers of the regular army, and ;

were men who cannot possibly bo

red from the too smagll force of of-

cers at’ our command for the much

more . pressing and necessary duty of

training regular troops to be put into

fast as théy can be got ready.
“The first troops sent to France witl’

the regular army and will be under
the command of trained soldiers only.

“The responsibility for the success-
ful conducting of our own part in this
war rests on me. I am too much fh-.
terested in the cause for which we
are fighting to be interested in any-.

tention upon the means for this suc-
ceed and let everything else wait.

“I should be deeply 'to blame' should
I do otherwise, whatever the argu-

cattnn % nuntq'e

mtdm

30, inclualve, to register themselves
‘mlmu.ry servicf on Jnne b5, 'next, The

(Cencluded on Page 4, Column 4).

LlES’ WARSHIPS DRIVE OFF
.,NEMY CRAFT IN ADRIATIC

Ty Damaged Pursued by
“British, French and Italian
Warships-—-British Cruiser
"Disabled by Torpedo and

_London, May 18.—The British Ad-
four-
teén drifters had been sunk in a raid

\erulser Dartmouth was torpedoed in a
#ubsequent engagement with the Aus-
warships, but reached port safely.
The admiraity stated that the Bri-
tish ‘warships' Dartmouth and Dristol
Ppursuned the enemy ships to a point
ﬁl near Cattaro, when, some enemy
ing to-their assistance the British
#I8hips were compelled to withdraw.

The text of the statement reads:
“The admiralty announces that from
Teports received from the rear-admiral
fommanding the Adriatic squadron,
supplemented by the Italian official
fommunication, it appears that early
Y morning an Austrian force
Oonllstlng of light cruisers, subse-
Quently assisted by several Austrian
eships, attacked and succeeded 1n
Moking 14 British drifters, from
Which, according to the Austrian com-
R\micauon 72 prisoners were taken
- “His majesty's ship Dartmouth with
the Itallan rear-admiral aboard and
HM.B, Bristo] immediately chased the
fvemy off, assisted by French and Ita-
destroyers. The chase continued
:ﬂth the enemy under heavy fire, un-
!2 near (Cattaro, when some enemy
ttieships coming out in support of

eruisers, our vessels drew off.

Foe Battlnhlp on Fire.

“Italian airmen after a battle in the

.. 8r attacked the Austrian batﬂﬁshlpp

?‘\::ltde Cattaro, and confidently affirm !
5 t one of the enemy battleships was
B fire and was being towed into Cat-
o 0in a sinkmg condition. One other

the enemy's cruisers was reported
!.Zhe British admiral as badly dam-

uth was struck by a torpedo from
enemy submarine, but returned into
mt with three men killed, one oflicer
e four men missing and believed to

dead, and seven w
Were no oth ounded. There

&Duﬂnt her passage back the Dart-

A er casualties to our ships.”
e rifter is a steam fish! ng vessel,
~ My of which have been used during
® War in mine sweeping.
Brief, Unusual Fight,
A cable from Rome says:
g official
h!ued today:

“An enemy squadron, composed, of

The fol-
communication was

CANADA’S DEEP DEVOTION
IMPRESSES GEN. JOFFRE

Marshal Deeply Grateful for Evidence of Warm
Feeling Toward France at Time When
Cause Demands Strongest Effort.

By a Staff Reporter.

Joffre:

‘ represent.
{| which has permitted us to realize

to victory.”

Ottawa, ‘May 18.—8ir George Foster has received the following
message of appreciation of his reception in Canada from Marshal
“In the name of the French mission, I thank you for the
splendid manifestation by the population of Montreal rendering the
sentiments which the unanimity of the Canadian population wished to
show toward France, its army, its navy, which we have the h
We take with us an undying memory of fhis

bonds which unite us in these hours, when all the moral de physical
power of the allies should be consecrated to the commod cause and

r to
elcome,
how close and affectionate are the

CANADIAN GUNS RAZE

DEFE

ENCES NEAR LENS

Infantry Enjoys Breathing Spell—Drafts From Eng-
land Arrive at Front to Replace Casualties
—Foe Cannon Silent.

By Stewart Lyon.
‘Canadian Headquarters in France,
via London, May 18.—While the battle
to the south between the Canadian

front and the Scarpe rages, and the
steady roll of artillery shows the in-
creasing intensity of the #ftruggle, on
our front the only important action
,undériaken this morning was the de-
struction of the German defensive
works southwest of Lens. Apart from
this special artillery activity and
counter battery work, which has been
carried on steadily thruout the week
when the weathér conditions have been
favorable, the last few days have been
extremely quiet. The enemy’s guns
have been silent, or have fired only
a few rounds, while his infantry seeks
to lead an unobtrusive life. The Can-
adian infantry also are having a

and destroyers, favored by
{Concluded on Page 4, Column 8), :

breathing spell. There is not so much
work to be done on the roads as dur-
ing the spring break-up. An epidemic

of baseball exists at the rest camps,
and it extends well up to the front.
The corps commander gave encourage-
ment to the fans by attending a game
between the signals and supply col-
umn, and other officers are also glad
to see the play now that they have
a little leisure. The effect on ‘the
spirit of the troops is excellent. No
duties are left undone because of the
introduction of baseball games
other outdoor sports.

an

Drafts of men are constantly arriv-
ing from England to take the places
of those put out of action in the re-
cent operations. They are being
thoroly drilled under the actual con-
ditions which they will be called upon
to .face when the forward movement
is resumed.

Bickness is reduced to the minimum,
and altogether the Canadian corps is

n good health, fit and prepared tor
any work that may be given it.

the field in France and Belgium asi

be taken from the present forces of |

thing but ;success. I shall put my at-q.

ment of policy for a personal mtm- :

d | cause for which we fight is what we

| hon for Conscnphon

Mﬂbn G! the @rhne nknltcr’l
Mnt !rm,x conscription fol-

s
e front. - For’
Mmro suffi-

but four divi-|
tutnn Te-

maqtmwmmubemc
Wﬂ Jusked  Sir  Robert.

Whas have we dene in this
| war. a’Wo bave sent 326,000 men over-
‘gean in -the Canadian Expeditionary
Force. Including reservists in Bri-
tish and allied armies, the men en-’
“listed for -naval defence;- 360,000 men '
at-least have left the shores of Can-
ada. ‘¥ is Py ‘great effort, but greater
still is peeded.
Voluntary Enlistment Ends.

“Hitherto we depended upon yolun-
tary ‘enlistment. I myself stated to
parlidment that nothing but voluntary
enlistinent was proposed by the. gov-
ernivent, but I returned to Canada
impressed at- once the extreme
gravity of the situationy and with . a
sense of responsibility for our further
efforts at the most critical period of |
the war. It is apparent to me that
the volurtary system will- not yield
further substantial results. I hoped
that it would. The government has
made every effort within its power so
far as I can judge. If any effort to
stimulate voluntary recruiting still
remains to be made I would like to
know what it is. 'The people have
co-operated with the government In
a most splendid manner along the
line of woluntary enlstment. Men
and women alike have interested
themselves in ‘filling up the ranks of
the regiments that were organi
Everything has been done, it see
to me, along the line of voluntary en-
listment,

If Germany Won.,

“AJl citizens are llable to military
service for the defemce of the coun-
try, and I can see that the battles for
Cénadian liberty and autonomy are be-
ing fought today on the plains of
France and Belgium. There are other
places besides the soil of a country

itself where the battles for this lib-
erty or the existence of ite institu-
tions can be fought, and I venture to
think that if this war should end in’
deteat Canada in all the years o
come would be under the shadow of
German military domination. I be-
lieve that fact canmnot be gainsaid.
What is Canada’s Duty?
“Now the question arises as {0 what
is -our duty. 1 repeat once more a
grave responsibility rests upon those
who are intrusted with the adminis-
tration of public affairs. . But they
are not fit to be intrusted with the
administration of public. effairs If
they shrink from any responsibility
which the occasion calls for. I the

believe it to be, if the issues involved
are those which have been repeatedly
declared by ali our public men and
lnﬂ&opmd&mﬂmlbﬂ?wo
the time has come when the authority
of the state should be invoked to pro-
vide reinforcements necessary to sus-
tain the gallant men at the front, who
have held the lines for months, and
who have proved themseives more

than & match for the best troopa that

the enemy could und against them
and who are fighting in France anc
Belgium that Canada may iive in th:
future. No one who has not ﬁ@ th.

positions which our men have taken, |

‘'whether at Vimy Ridge,: Oouuﬁm
or elsewhere can realize the M
‘tude of the task that is before dlom
‘or the splendid ruonm!uinm ‘whic!
its accomplishment demanded. No:
<can anyone realize the ¢onditions un
der which the war is being carried o..
I have been momewhere in the mids:
of things at the front. Yet I.know
th;tlmnotyetrulﬁowuthc
life in the trenches means, gnd I real-
iza it better than tHose who have not
bun as near to the fromt,
‘Message From the Front.

-Ibmuu::ao ‘the people of Can-

ada feom those men a tnessage that
they need our help; that they need to
be suppdted, that reinforcement:
must be sent them, . Thousands o

them have made th,wumg ‘sapri- |’
fice for our, liberty and p preservation

wuh foree of this, nttbn behind
them. I have pronﬂnd. ineofar as 1

ooncornod.. that this help will be
givén. I should feel myself unworthy
of the responwibility = evolving ’ugon
me it I did not fulfil the pledge. ’l

bring o message from them, yes. a

message ‘from the men in the hos-
pita.ll who have come back from the
very valley: of the ‘shadow of death,

many of ‘them maimed for life. I saw
one of them who had lost both legs
pretty well up to the hip, and he was
as brave, as cheerful, and as confident
of the future as any one of the mem-

bers of this house, a splendid, brave,

boy. 'But s there not some other mes-
sage, is there not a call to, us from
those who have passed~ from the
shadow into the light of pcrtoat day,
from those who have fallen in France
and Belgium, from those who have
died that Canada may live, s there
not ‘a call to us that their sacrifices
shall not be in vain?
Selective Conscription.

“I have had to take these mitters
into consideration, and I have given
them my consideration. I realize that
the responsibility is a serious one, but
I do not shrink from it, Therefore, it
is my duty to announce to the house
that early proposals will be madé on
the part of the government to pro-
vide, by compulsory enlistment on a
selective basis, such reinforcements
as may be mecessary to maintain the
Canadian army  today in the fled as
one of the finest fighting units of the
empire. The number of men required
will not be less than 50,000, and will
be probably 100,00. These proposals
have been formulated in part, and
will. be Y ed to the house with
the great expedition that circum-
stances will permit. I hope when they
are submitted that all members of the
house will receive them, with a full
sense of the greatness of the issue in-
volved in this war, with a deep reali-
gation of the sacrifice we have al-
ready made, of the purpose for which
1t has been made, and with a firm de-
termination on our part, we will do
our duty in this great struggle fo the
very end, whatever it may be.” , (Loud
and prolonged applause.)

BRAZIL TO LINE UP
ON SIDE OF ALLIES

Rio Janeiro, May 17.—It is believed
that Brazil will shortly revoke the
decree of neutrality as affecting the
war between the United States and
Germany.

DINEEN'S MEN’S HATS.

A newly-arrived shipment of Eng-

lish hats has reathed Dineen's, the

beent opened only yes-

includes

Heath famous London

made, and the genuine Borsalino. Al-

tho these imported are advancing

uniformly in price the Dineen offer-

ings represent only s increases.
Dineen’s, 140 Yonge stiree

o

’ | 3etween F ifty and a Hundred Thousand
Men Will Be Raised at Once for Over-
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seas Duty, Under

a United House

the Provisions of the

Militia Act, the Bill Calling for Such
Action Bgmg Introduced at Once, and
,_ ‘Will Pass the Neces-
sary Legwlataon Next Week.

i

Jyumm

people of Canada, It m ‘made, he

mmuu\d

to 100,000 men.

4t the front, zou of tmp"

Ottawa, May u.-—ciam 1x o have ‘contéription.  PHEE" Wb
message which Sir Robm Borden today delivered to the nrm

said, 4nmwutoﬂumul of the

WnMM&gmﬂnm&uamm > m
tomn'umnem;:ot policy since his rttm trm erse

munbleduhmdcouun!nm M&Mdsmm
oﬂleuhemdthocomd,ﬂ.,ﬂt%hﬁlmmmm

are no-deserters among them.” Incidentally he alluded to the
of the Canmadian Forestry and Railway Construction Battalions.
Jackmmhtwouw«u,hulbnmunﬂmufu dan
the army en;!noerl had said it would take at least six weeks to

CAMRONM SUNK

One Hundred and Forty Men
Drowned From the
 Ship.

Omnnmcuoaim

Had Been Used as a Trans-
port for Two '
Years.

London, May 17
British admiralty issues the following
statement for newspapers of Saturday:
“The British transport Cameronia,
with troops, was torpedoed by an en-
emy submarine in the eastern Medd-
terranean on April 15. One hundred
and forty men are missing, and are
presumed to have been drowned.”
The survivors of the Cameronia say
the vessel ‘was torpedoed In nno, calm
weather in the afternoon. The sub-
marine was not seen. A large num-
ber of the casualties were due to the
explosion of the torpedo, which struck
where there happened to be many sol-
diers, 'There was some excitement and
confusion at the outset after the tor-
pedo had struck, but discipline soon
prevailed. The boats were smartly
aunched, but one of them was smash-
ed and many lives were lost. ‘

Cameronia who jumped into the water
were picked up by the boats,
Several tales are told of gallant res-
cues. Chief O McBurnie sank
while trying to save a drowning sol-
dier. McBurnie was a survivor of the
Anchor Line steamer Californja, when
she was sunk off the Irish coast by
a submarine in February of this year.
David W. Bone, commanding the
Cameronia, was the last to leave the

the wireless apparatus of w» torpedo
boat destroyer. 4.

©

 BY A SUBMARINE|

(delayed).—The |

The Cameronia was afloat for forty|

steamer, jumping from the bridge into

The premier’s mm- ‘was
long, and at times he seemed

-| unnecessarily into dch.ﬂt. Near t!n

c!on of his M ‘however, .

an air of lubdm excitement - thru-
cut the chamber, and when the fate-
ful word was spoken all the Con-
servatives and some Liberals broke
into loud applause. When the
premier finished his speech the fol-
lowers rose to their feet, cheering
wildly, and there was a scene ct
great enthusiasm.

Bir Wiltrid Laurier followed in =z
briet address, during the course of
which he did not commit himself or
his party upon the subject of con-
scription. He said they were united
th the government in the de-
termination that Canada should stay
in the war to the end. He deferred
judgment upon the proposals of the
government until they were eubmit-
ted to the house,

W. F. Macléean's Speech.

Mr. W. ¥. Macfean of South York
congratulated the mo minister and
the government uponm the adoption
of conseri He belisved there
was to be more “‘ginger” hereafter
in the conduct of the war and urged
nationslization of rallways and ship-
ping, & national policy in regapd to
nickel, asbestos, petroleum and gaso-
line, and a progressive reform In
banking and curremcy.

He was followed by Hon. WHliam
Pugsley, who, lke B8ir Wilfrid
Laurier, stalked adroitly around the
issus of conscription. Hon. J. D.
Hazen and Judge McKenzie of Cape
Breton also contributed speeches to
tho debate.
: Story of His Trip.

Sir Robert Borden in opening said
that the invitation from the British
premier to the premiers of the domin-
fons to attend the imperial war cab-
inet-and imperial war conference had
been received on December 20 last.
He had sailed with his two colleagues
on February 13, arriving in London

not actually commence until March 20,
On the way over they had been forc-

- ]
{Conciuded on Page 4, Celupn 1).
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February 23, but the conference did

ibly reminded of the submarine men-

Canadian nlgm in the trenghes, of the Canadian soldiers uumm ‘
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