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“ST. ANTHONYS FIRE,”
STRANGE DISEASE DUE
TO A GRAIN FUNGUS

%How the Climatic conﬁiliuns
Influence the Spread of
the Malady.

e as old as the Roman empire,
itively unknown to the gens
of today, is the strange
. called “St. Anthony's Fire,”
and s times also known as raphanis

; History records many glaring examples
of death due to this disease, which re-
sults ergot, & fungus that
8rows on
Popular kr
funu 1 ,,'I"!"\III.

A di

s yet compa
+ eral
malady

vublic

from eating
grain.
wledge concerning these
is extremely erroneous,
as they usually regarded as seeds.
The ergots are very dangerous, since
they con a poison which may prove
fatal Lo ¢ er man or beast

Epiden of ergotism, as this disease
: wown, indicate, according to
tors, that climate conditiond
» the spread of thq fungus.
Germany, Spain, Sweden, Swit-
and more recently the United
States, have all suffered from plagues
attributed to ergotism, the epidemic that
visited France being particularly severe
upon both animal and man, Of late the
disease does not seem to be so seripus
as in former times. -

in a contribution to the Sclentific
American Albert A. Hanson gives an in-
teresting account of this malady, and
stells how he recently recelved a pack-
age containing a nuwber of peculiar,
blacky horn-shaped grains, accompanied
by a request that the “seeds’ be ldenti-
fled. The sender stated that the “seeds”
contaminated a shipment of rye, and
since they were new in the locality, he
thought possibly & new weed might
thus ‘be introduced. .

The so-called '‘seeds” were immedi-
ately recognized as Dbelng hardened
fungal masses called ergots; hence they
are in no way to be compared to seeds.

“The fungus which causes the forma-
tion of ergot gralns is very widespread,””
says Mpr. Hanson, "“occurring in practi-
cally all parts of the country and at-
tacking a large variety of grasses, par-
ticularly rye. Wheat, timothy, red-top
and many of the wild grasses may bhe
affliéted with the disease. An investiga-
tion into the life hablts of the fungus
réveals many interesting facts.

‘““The infectlon is primarily a plant
diseases. In order to secire widespread
distribution of its spores, the fungus res-
gorts to the interesting expediency 1*
secreting a sweet, sticky ‘honey-dew.’
which is devoured by flles and other
insects. This sweet secretion serves the
two-fold purpose oft attractlng insects
and affording a means by which the
fungal spores are caused to adhere to
the Insect’s body, thus securing an
effective means of dlsseminating
spores from flower to flower and caus-
ing a rapid spread of the dlsease in
the spring of the year. dreaduvally the
infected parts are replacad by the hard.
campact, ergot @rsina, purplish-black
on the outside, but with lighter colored
interiors. They beeome many times
arger than the seeds, resembling min'a-
ture boomerangs projecting from the

ad of the infected grass. They may

in length from one-quarter to one

f inches.

w of these grains are collected
d about a bhalf-inch In the
ground until the following spring, an
nteresting phenomenon will occur. From
pach ergot numbers of small mush-
oomlike structures, usually from a
huarter to a half inch high, will shoot
ip during sarly spring. This experiment
hould never be attempted in the fleld,

[ investi
influer
France,
zerland,

since each tiny, rose-colored head pro-
duces thousands of spores which may be
wind-distributed and prove the source
of infection of an entire crop of grass
or grain.

“The ergot gralms contala a drug,
ergotine, which, although a violent
poison, finds use in medicine. If a fleld
is badly infected, the fungus may be
made a source of revenue by collecting
the ergots and offeri them for sale
to wholesale drug houses,

‘‘Bread made from ergotized flour is
he commonest source of danger to man,
death from this being by no
means a rare occurrence, Cattle feed-
ing upon ergotized fodder will eventu-

lly succumb to the attack of the dis-

3¢ The poison is cumulative, the
ytoms developing usually in the
and sometimes in the winter.

“One peculiar action of the poison is
the effect upon animals. Diseased ani-

1als may shef their hair or lose their
tail-tips, ears, teeth or hoofs. The
effect on the hoofs caused the epidemic
of ergotism Svhich broke out in Kan-
£ in 1884 to be at flrst attributed to
the foot and mouth disease. In birds,
the loss of the beak may be due to
ergot polisoning; the comb and tongue
may also be affected. Death may
eventually ensue from exhaustion.

“When the disease becomes chronie,
treatment ig usually of no avail to the
unfortunate victim; tannic acid may
prove helpful, however, and 1is the
medicine usually nrescribed for cases of
ergotism, ‘The losses from ergot pQison-
ing are sald to be considerable i\ the
United States, particularly in stock-
raising communities in the central and
western states.”

Mr. Hanson says

cause

that he Is not
familiar with the effect which would
be produced in liquors distilled from
strongly ergotized grain, but that it is
possible, however, if sufficient of .such
liquor is imbibed, a permanent cure for
the liguor habit will result, for the in-
dications are that such a practice might
end fatally. It should be stated that
large single doses are necessary to prove
of great harm.

“‘Surely ethe poisonous nature of
structures which are as common as are
ergot grains should be understood by
all,”” Mr. Hanson continues, ‘“‘and espe-
cially by the farmer who may have ergot
in his flelds. Such ill-founded theorles
as the degenerate seed conception of
ergots should have no place in the mind
of the up-to-date farmer, although this
notion seems to be prevalent among
farmers at the present time. Badly in-
fested crops should never be used for
hay, pasture or flour; such a practice
may prove exceedingly dangerous.

‘If the disease has gained a foothold
upon the crop, the field should be burnt
over to destroy the pest. One farmer
has been reported as losing a thousand
tons of hay because of the presence of
ergot. Tt¥s possible that grasses grow-
ing in waste places may harbor the
fungus, thus proving a prolific source
of infection from year to vear. Such
waste places, of course, should receive
the Immediate attention of the agricul-
turist.

The anclent name for

f ism Anth

the
's fire,

disease
a name
; applied at the present time. It
should be stated that the fungus is
apparently becoming scarcer because of
improved t method
r 5 the interlor
little has been done t
The demand

fons

acute that wholesale drugg
ally considering the advisability
tivating the

fungus.”

MAKING RILITARY MAPS FRCA AZRIA

To know what the enemy has done
hnd is doing ig a prerequisite for a suc-
sgful offenslve or defensive opera-

1. For that reason photo-
Eraphers risk life and limb in order to
bbtain photographs behind enemy
battlefront, simply because these photo-
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mall Aerial Snapshots When Pieced Together Form an Ac-

curate Map of the

s all-import
ill be noted ir
to
is pinn#d in its

Enemy’s Positions,

lap one
faken all

1S

another, Again, they
to the same scale,

n altitude,
patiencé and

are not
because of
However, with
greater skill the
members assemble the hurriedly-
prints into an accurate, up-to-
map of -the enemy’s lines
k areas for the use of the gen-
ff and artillery.

UTS THAT ARE VERY ENTHUSIASTIG  SAILGRS

‘ats are entl
of them
lutical lines, dropped
water become thoroughly
y  boats. Cocoanut,
hogt all mgake
cocoanut is
k'

1siastic sail
built along

and when

C ; not a

approved

are
into
seawor-
cashew 1d
ocean voyages.
covered with a thick
and this has a waterproof en-
jope of hal As it floats the three
8 seem always to remain on top. As
bn as the nut falls into the water a
iy shoot peeps from one of these
and sends forth big leaves, which
as sail to waft the little ship along.
ally roots begin to appear at the
wor two eyes, and in a short time
fore-handed voyager is fully equip-
with roots and shoots, ready to
on an island and start developing

a tree. The cocoanut s such a
sailor that it has planted col-

@s upon almiost every reef in the
smier waters. However the cashew
it in marine engineering, being

ed with & double hull and an in-

in. Between the outer and inner
circtilates a black waterproof

e, which has been aptly termed the
jking between the decks. The blad-
at lacks this equipnrent, but pos-

rompartments, which

d doors for the captain
1d there are other
1selves up with

as long as those of men, says a writer
in the Scientific American. The Japan-
ese black currant is continually landing
Asiatic seeds upon the shores of Ore-
gon and Washington. West Indian
seeds are picked up on the Hebrides
coast. kKven the frost-fllled waters of
the North Sea offer no barrier to these
travelers. Propelled by the strong
winds of the region, trees like the
honey-locust send tiny iceboats scud-
ding across the frozen surfaces, while
others stick to the more common air
route.

Full-grown trees may not actually
walk across the landscape, but at times
they do swim. There are many records
of floating islands, which not only make
voyages up and down rivers, but oc-
casionally embark on ocean trips. At
the mouth of the Amazon sections of
land frequently break off and float
serenely out to sea, and there have
been instances yhers)they made port
safely. !

HOW “JAZZ” MUSIC ORIGINATED IN THE JUNGLE

Music has charms to soothe the sav-
age breast, but on the other hand, one
touch of “jazz” ' may make savages of
us all. This disquieting bit of informa-
tion is elicited from an investigation of
the latest craze in popular music by 4
well-known ethnologist, Walter Kings-
ley, whose interest in the subject was
aroused by the conflicting storles of
\the origin of this mad type of musie,
which he defines as ‘“the delirlum
tremens of syncopation.” In his ighres-
tigation he was aided by Prof. William
Morrison Patterson of Columbia Uni-
versity, and.by the poetry of Vachel
Lindsay, as well ag by previous inves-
tigations of Lafcadio Hearn.

“The word ‘jazz’ itself may be traced
to Africa,” says Mr. Kingsley, “and is
common on the gold coast of Africa
and in the hinterland of Cape Coast

Castle. In his studles of the creole
patois and ldiom in New Orleans, Laf-
cadio Hearn reported that the word
‘jazz,’ meaning to speed things up, to
make excitement, was common among
the blacks of the South and had been

be applied to music of a rudimentary
syncopated type.

U
4

In the old plantation |

days when the slaves were having one |

of their rare holidays
languished,

and the

fun |
some West Coast African |

would ery out, ‘Jazz her up,’ and this |

would be the cue for fast and furious
fun.

“No doubt the witch doctors and
medicine men on the Congo used the
same term at those jungle ‘parties’
when the tom-toms throbbed.

“Curiously enough the phrase ‘Jazz
her up’ is a commen one today in
vaudeville and on the circus lot. When
a vaudeville*act needs ginger the cry
from the advisers in the wings is ‘put
in jazz,’ meaning add low comedy, go
to high speed and accelerate the com-
edy spark. ‘Jasbo’ is a form of the
word common in the varieties, mean-
ing the same as ‘hokum,” or low com-
edy verging on vulgarity.”

“Jazz" wmusic is said to be an at-
tempt to reproduce the marvelous syn-
copation of the African jungle. In one-
two time a third beat i3 interpelated.
There are many half-notes or less and

adopted by the creoles as a term to many long-drawn wavering tones.

ELECTRIC ALARM WARNS

OF PICKPOCKET'S “TOUGH™*

Pickpockets, beware! The pockets of
vour intended victims may now be only
a trap for you. And if you are caught

by science’s latest method, just blame
that on a bright electrical genlus of
New York city, one John P. Willlams,
who has recently taken out a patent on
a remarkable electric attachment for
pocketbooks and such, and intended to
be carried on the person, so that when
the ever-present pickpocket attempts to
remove the pocketbook or wallet from
your hindermost pocket, an electric
bell kindly signals the news so that
you can then presumably right about

posltely charged metallic plates, or other
suitable arrangement of wires or con-

ductors, separated by a layer of insula- !

tion and so connected with tha battery
and bell that should the thief try to
pierce the wall of this pocket with an

instrument or tool, he will short-circuit

the two metallic plates and thus cause | »

the bell to ring.

When the pocketbook or wallet
placed in the protective casing,
is firmly secured in the trouser or coat
pocket by means of a clip provided for
the purpose, it is caused to open the
alarm circuit by the force of gravity,
or in other words by its own weight.

When the Thief Tries
Intended Victim a

to “‘Lift’”’ the Wallet of His
Beli Sounds Warning of

Impeding Loss.
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BREAD THAT WILL KEE

1 bread finds much favor on

f its keeping qualities and the

amount of labor involved in its
iction. It will keep moist for four

or five weeks on account of the rice

» make white aerated bread take
two pounds of flour, half a ppund
ground r one ounce of

yunce of bic :

balf an o e of salt, two ounces

of lard, two ounc of brown sugar and
one pint of milk or water.

Sift the salt and cheicals intc the
flour, melt the lard and add it to the
milk, which should be warm; add also
the sugar, then make low in the
flour, put the ground ric the centre,
add the liquor and mix the whole up to
a nice dough. It may require a little
extira liquor.

Weigh , into one-pound
them up and put them
tins, either round or square. Let them
stand for 10 minute then turn each
tin turn each tin upside down upon a
meat-tin and bake for half an hour in
a hot oven.

For aerated meal bread some good

pleces, roil
into greased

NTH

pounds of

needed 'wo
ounces of
yunces of

1p, one ¢

white fiour.
Weigh into one
up and put into
stand for 10
upside dc
flat tin.
the req
bread.
When
brown, sho
proof pape
should al 5 saved.
of malt extract can be
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papers
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WHY A WOMAN GAN TALY LONGER THAN MAN

A woman can talk longer than a man
because she uses less force in speaking
than a man does. A professor has proved
by very delicate measurements that the
baritone singer uses far anore energy
than the tenor, and that the bass singer
uses more force than either.

The range ofgvoice differs greatly,
the percentage varies to the same ex-
tent, but as a general result §£ was
proved that the tenor uses only
one-seventh to one-sixteenth of
Jlung-power pf the baritone or bass.
difference Detween the force used b
the contralto and the Soprano is - also
narked, and the contralto who sings in
very deep tones uses at least ten
times the force of the thrilling. soprano.

The explanation is so simple that it
|s surprising that the investigation was

S0
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KAISER INCREASES WEALTH BY PROFITEERING

The kaiser's greatest war profits
come from the Krupp gun works at
IEssen. Just how large his holdings are

cannot be determined, as the Xrupp
concern refused to show its books in
the recent profiteering investigation
conducted by the Reichstag, and that
body has no power to enforce its de-
mands. The statement, however, is
made on the authority of Geneva bank-
ers who recently returned from Frank-
fort that the kaiser before the war had
been a large shareholder in Krupp's:
in fact, one of the largest holders of
the shares next to Frau Bertha Krupp
von Bohlen. Since the war began the

kaiser is.said to have increased his

shares In the works
amounting to $25,0600,000.
That the kaiser, longz before the
present war, was an enormougly
wealthy man was nowhere denied. As
king of Prussia he enjoy a civil list
of $4,250,000 a yvear. He is the greatest
land owner in Prugsia, and has ap im-
mense private income. His grandfather
left him a fortune of $12,500,000. He
has many castles and palaces in var-
jous parts of Germany, upon which he
has expended immense sums. He bore
practically the entire expense of main-
taining and conducting the imperial
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See

Drapery
Bargains

window. ‘‘Some
Bargains.”’

foi'a : rnsh

Lom

. People Live in Two Kinds of Places. One Kind Is a House, the
Other a Home.
What Is It That Makes the Difference? Furniture or the Lack of It
The House is a place where you hesitate to invite your friends. The
house prompts you to seek outside sources for sociability or enjoyment.
The Home shows a happy gathering of a happy family. A modest

3. e

tive.

et

The living-room seems twice as comfortable when

meal is as enjoyable as a feast when the dining-room is cozy and attrac

its furnishines

are up to date and well chosen. Kitchen duties become a pleasure when
conveniences-and labor savers are close at hand.

These combined with
medium - priced
Draperies and Cur- |
tains, Rugs, ete., put

the finishing touch
to the Home Com-

fortable.

which this store can
supply for the least
money possible.

All  of

-

GET A BUFFET

Replace the old
service - worn piece
now with one
these bargains:
$38 Buffets, $32.75
$40 Buffets, $34.00
$48 Buffets, $41.50

of

’

<0

Buffets, $55.00

our east

SATURDAY MORNING AT 10
O’CLOCK, THESE

Arm Chairs

will be sold for

$2.88 Each

Rockers to match for ........... $2.98

EASY ROCKERS

Solid oak, Bradley leatherette covering.
Six designs to choose from. Saturday
morning only sesnveabii DIDY

TOYLAND OPENS NOV. 15. CHOOSE
YOUR TOYS EARLY.

One P

rice to All
X% 2 i i 3

The Store That Homesty and Low Price
Built. All Goods Marked in Plain Figures.

EVAPORATOR TOTAL
LOSS AT BELMONT

BELMONT, Nov. 7.—The Belmont
apple evaporator was completely de-
stroved by fire which broke out about
7 o'clock tonight. The cause is so far
unknown. All of the employees had left
for the day.

The plant was operated by John D.
Buchanan, who took it over in August.
The frame building made such a hot
fire that no one could go near it to
fight the flames.
tons of dried apples were consumed, in
addition to a large number of green
ones. The loss was estimated to be
about $3,000, of which $1,000 s covered
by insurance.

FALLS FROM WAGON

CAMLACHIE, Nov. T7.~Mrs. Samuel

alighting on her head. She was uncon-

recovering nicely.

Pubiic is Warned
against using Dangerous
Hair Preparations

Rucont rescarchon the part of hair epecialists
seveals the fact that many disagresable and
obstinate scalp disesses are caused and ren-
dered i ble by the indiscriumninate use of
shmpommxm

Chamical anzlysia proves that most liquid
preparations for exampooing contiin an excess
of alkali (a harmful irritant) whuch eats its way
into the pores of the eculp, rots (he roots of the
hair, thuscausing it to fall out.

The surest, safest and ex
your own Lspuid.
sy drug e

way is to make
1 of Veluor at
e of the smel
218 glase of fresh water and you
imnce of prire non-injuriouwt
itching of the scalp,

#%, sieo improve the

v being ia come

wad wifl

Yxir and
netora! cotor of the hair
contrated jerma  Devax
.
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{ ¥or freesample “‘fltlgm‘n Soap, Ointment and Taleum
| {address: “‘Cuticara, Deps. E, Boston 411 droggists
|

o

may e co—Wen's shrink

' gentle, nataral laxative—
Beechams
Pills

Largest Sale of amy Madicive in th orl.d'
Sold:verrvhm-a. l:mb:::u.zos:’
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Spectals in

Casséroles

Just received, a very spe-
cial value in Casseroles. We
offer these at ...... $2.50

We also have a complete
line ranging in price from
$3.00 to $7.50

Ask to see those with py-
rex lining. They sell .....
viveu.... 3650 and $7.50

SERVING TRAYS.
Our Special Tray ...$2.50

Other styles from ........
$3.00 to $6.00

J. G. Steele & Co.

opera in Berlin, and when he traveles
on his magnificently-equipped -~ -
train it cost him 850" 2 wmila

o -~
B 1
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scious for some time, but is fortunately |
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About three or fourf

Bailey, Lake Shore road, met with what ‘

might have proved a fatal accident when ' 4
she fell backwards from a load of beets, ' KHij

koegp |

Won't harm anvthing that pure wated

When in need of a purge.
tive, do not resort to vio- |
lent cathartics, but takethe |
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A Parlicularly Attractive

Showing of |

Women’s

Winter Apparel

Styles which incorporate the best of the new modes.
Tailoring that is earefully handled and fabries that

are unqualifiedly good.

Smart and distinetive this
array offers a comprehensive review of the

new

designs and color¥hgs in women’s wear apparel for

every occasion

There are complete assoriments of
original designs that successfully
most suceessful style themes of the season

the
T‘né_‘hr

interpret

are fabries that sparkle and scintillate with autumn

attractiveness.

And the prices are the result

g

01 Hlnf‘:‘iai mer-

chandising efforts—fortunate purchases and close

Coats

markings.

Made of all-wool
beavers, silverton

11

many tweeds; all

velours,

S1Zes

broadecloths,
alt’s .guaranteed plushes and
HI"W‘;;“..‘}_\' priced

$21.50, $27.50, $35.00 and $50.00

By
jll;fis

11 a

of colors

‘Sp \;.{jri( il

serges
big
$35.00, $40.00

pompoms,

ST TS R

broadeloths,
assortment 7

and $46.00
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AMHERSTBURG BOOSTS
THE VICTORY
Nov. T7.—A mass
Y eld
ing for the purpose oosting
the Victory T.oan. Addresses we
by ex-Mavor Hough and Mr,
of Toronto.

The emplovees of the Brunner-Mond
gubseribed the sum of $32,500. Tt is un-
derstood that the company will sub-
scribe a similar amount.

The latest report from Dr. W. L.
Park, M. O. H., says thers are a few

urther

given

Cooper

o

Phome 750.
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new cases of influenza, but there have
been no.deaths. As yet it i3 not known

LOAN |

even- |

t when the’ban will be lifted.
Sidewalks throughout the whole {1

are being repai Broken conc

| blocks are beir in

| places and new walk

WAITING OFFICIAL WORD.
WINGHAM, Nov. 7.—There was no
| civic celebration of the unofficial report
regarding the end of the war here to-

{ day, sbut a fitting demonstration will be | SQuirrel season, opening N
| ordered by Mayor Binkley immediately | has
on receipt of definite official word. Bells | yunters.

i were rung and whistles blown this after-
noon for a time.

READY FOR TONIGHT.
LAMBETH, Nov. 7. Lambeth is
arranging a ramper peace celebration

i

!
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and 1
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SQUIRRELS PLENTIFUL,
ALVINSTON, Nov. 7. — The blachk
:mber 1,
caused considerable st among
According to renorts, the
of both black and
squirrels. This district is a meéeca
the sportsinen. On account of
failure of the nut crop, the squirrels
are usually found along rail feunces or
in orchards,

an abundance
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