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«nd the Maccabees, but he objectnd to the book
of Esther and the Epistle of James. When the
divines assembled at WeslminHter in the reign
of James I. completed their work they reUined
miny of the books which the old Fathers con-
sidered as doubtful and they rejected many of
the books which the fathers considered as sacred.
ToUt and Judith and the book of Wisdom and the
Maccabees, with a few others, were thrown out.

After viewinir »•>• above facU concerning the
history of the two Bibles we think that any im.
partial student will conclude that the Roman
Catholic Church has in its favor the opinions of
the old Fathers and the old Councils of Hippo
and Carthage. If iniipiration means an;, hing
surely they are entitled to claim it. We would
like to ask our ProtesUnt friends why we have
not as much right to select the books which we
consider to be inspired as the Westminster div-
ines in James I's time. We never heard that
they were bom with any special gifts for this
work, and we may well ask with Cardinal New-
man, " How do you know that your Bible is the
Word of God? The Bible itself makes no such
claim." After carefully reading the hi-story of
Its compilation we must come to the conclusion
that the book as it stands now owes its origin
more to human judgment than to divine guid-
ance. The next assembly which revises the
Bible, may, without doing much harm, throw o .t

the books of Deuteronomy, Judges, E<«ther »nd
Chronicles I. and II. We don't think there
would be any harm in throwing Jonah overboard
also.
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