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cklid eoMM ramlftrlv for Us adBekllOMl
iMritaga".
Th« Moat eommoa vad, to tho uninfonnod

«r anperfteUI rMdcr, 4h« moot «(fe«Mfo or-

naM«t offftiBOt a School A.tt«BdMie« Aet hai
boea tlM eWm that Onottoe'a Noord of at-

teadaaeo nutka Mooad la Caaada, bolag high-

or wttbont aa attoadwice law than that of
•11 but ono of tho othor proviaeoo. all at
'wUeh bav<o aow attondaaeo lawi. To oppo-
aoato of compolsioB who aro nndor tUo im-
proMioa a ««mpaltoi7 I** ^ "Ot niorely a
Toxationt moaiure, aa intorforoneo with oo-

eallod parontal rights, but what ii far Iom
defonolble. a noodwn intorfereneo with lueh
richtt.

Now to f body of odneationalMti and teach-
>rt who know from daily observation and con-
tact #itb tho lituatMn the pitiably inade-
qnate amonnt of education of a large number
of tho children who leave our aehoiHi and en-
tor the rank* of industry or work on the
streeta, the need of some measure that will
seenre an improrement is at once apparent.
Tho aame is true of the sociaJ workers and
court offieiala who daily come into painful
eontaiat with the product of these conditions.
But for others to whom these facts are not
so self-evident, your Committee will present
aomo <iata and especially comparative statik-
tiea that reveal things as they ere.

For this purpose a considerable eorretpood-
eneo waa necessary to procure the recent
educational reports from the several prov-
ince* and later on to get interpretations of
terms, statistics, and methods of procedure.
For the unfailing eourteiiy and genorous co-
operation of the various Departmental of Edu-
cation in the different provinces by prompt
and full reply, and particularly for the court-
esy of our own officials at Quebec and for
th«ir readineas to furnish us with all possiUe
information, your Committee wiehes to express
ita thanks.

BaaraMwial tatTaiUgatioii wonld b« graatly
fkdUtatad liy tka nat in aU prorinewi of a
ataadard oMtbod of i^^ortiiig autittlcs and
tiM daflalttm of tanna naod In adncatlonal
raporta, aa tkcgr an oxplalnad In tho npotu
flram Kora Scotia or Now York Olty.

In this connection it may be said that there
ia»a movement in the western provinces tend-
ing towards the introduction of certain stand-
ardized statistics in educational reports. After
the experience your Committee has had dur-
ing the past year, we wish to bring this move-
ment to the attention of Convention and to
express our conviction that educational re-
ports would be of greatly enhanced value, and
infinitely more intelligible to the ordinary
reader, if the statistics from different prov-
inces were given under the oame general
teims, baaed on ihi ttmi general data, and

mad* osl la tk« waw aMSMr; n falUag tkat,
if tho tama and mothoda uad wom oxplaia-

*d, as la tho Nova SeotI* roport*. It te tho
eamaat hope of your Commlttoo that thta ro<

port, by showing up tho dlfforaaeaa of aiatkad
and the inadequacy of our owa vatbod, aajr
do oomething toward brlagiaf aboat tk* ac-

eompliahment of ftaadardiaed statlatles.

From tka Qnabae npoct tkaro to om bM-
ahto and Twy Mriooa oatoilwi: it dMS wt
glT* tho Oraad Total Dayi' AtMadMM
aada by aO tha puytta of tka tnurlsw datiw
of icboola. The Department of PabUe laatrue-

tlon does not ooem to hav* this infoi'matioa,
nor does it seem to have ever suggeated it-

self to our officials to ask the sehotris at tb«

end of the year to furnish the Aggregato
Attondance, though a casual glaaeo at tk* re-

ports of the V. 8. CommissioB of EdnoatioB
or of the othor provinces of Canada might
have suggeiited the idea. Our average attead-
ance is ma<le up from the Inopeetors' Bullet-
ins, but at the end of the year tho Seeretary
Treasurer of each School Board or of Traatooa
•ends in an application for tho govornoMat
grant, and certain statistics for the wh«l*
year are given in this apiplication fwn, bat
nowhere is the Aggregate Attendaneo ^v«a.
There is no reason why it ohould not be givm
on this form. It is very difficult for your
Committee to understand why this figure )hm
been omitted for so long in our reports. It i*

iiin item generally recognized elsewhere as of
such fundamental importance that it ia pub-
lished in most of ithe other provincial reporti;
other informaiion is given in the Saskatchewan
and Manitoba reporto from whieh this itoai

can be calculaited. It is computed for all the
States of the United States of Ameriea, 10
far as your Cmnmittee is aware. When the
Orand Total Days' Attendance is given, it is

possible to compute the average norabar af
days each enrolled pupil attends per year.
This latter figure ia of the greatest import-
ance, much more important than the per eent
of average attendance; the former ohowa
clearly just how mumh schooling per year each
pupil is getting, the latter figure as omdo up
in Quebec and in several other pirovinees ab-
solutely ignores the length of the school term
and is not based on the same set of flaetora
in the various provinces. At present there ia
no way of calculating this item whieh is

such an interesting factor as indicating the
need or otherwise of compulsory meaauree.
Tour Committee suggesta that Oonventlon
should xespectfolly reqneat the Protastant
Committee to take measures to obtain and
have pubUahed In the annual reporta the
Orand Total Days' Attendance made in the
rarlous classes of schools.

With reference to the often repeated (Jaim
that this province with its voluntary system
of attendance ranks second among the provln-


