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"^ ' bclir vv, for which wo may aaMy look for a continuance of

1 Jic i.msoiiL ijr.xspcrity of our School. Tl)o first of those is, the so?t»(^
v/f'.s.s' ol^tJio education whicii we iiere endeavour to lyive. And Hir 1 do
not, tear to say tiiat what L mean hy a sound education is an educa-
li<m based upon classical trainin,'-'. Of course I do not mean to advo-
cate an cxclufiivvJ)/ classical education, or to underrate tlie inniortanco
ol otlier sul)J(H-ts

;
hut 1 do maintain tl)i;l lor tlie worlc of tr. ininc; ahoy's nund there is no instrument tliat I luiow ot lilvo a thorouL'h

teaching' of Latin. )t may sound a hold tiling- 'o claim puhlic con-
hdeace on sucii a .u'round as tiiis ; hut it is not so lK)ld as it would havoheen some ten or /ilteen years a-o. I tiiinlv tliat peoi)le have a <-ood
deal cIiaiiL-'cd tlieir views of education within tliose years, fhevseem to have ceased to feel conhdent tliat it is a suilici(>ht condemna-
tion ot any system merely that it is one which ai)i)roved itself to the
wisest and most learned men of a considerable uuniber of ciuituries
liiey seem to be rapidly j-ivin- up the false idea that Hit wcu'k of edul
cation IS nieiely to store the mind and memory with a certain amount
ol uselul inlormation. In fact (mr work here is niainJv not to inform
hut to tmm, to draw out and strengthen the {)owei'()f the boy's mind
Aiul the earliest means of such traininj-- is to be found in tlio cultiva-
tion ol (Jods oreat ^nit of speech, in teachinf>- the l)ov the laws of
laiii^iia^a' ir the shape in Aviiich he is most readv h) appreliend tlioni.And iiere It is that Latin and (ir(M'k are so va'luable—the former Iwas i;()in<r to say NO indispensable. Latin is a far more extensively
ni'.ected lan^iia^-'than any of those of modern Luroi)e, and conse
Muent y pres(>nts the ^n-eat facts of (Jrammar to a bov's mind, as al
knowled.i2:e ou.ij:ht to he i)reseihed to such a miud—not as an abstract
principle, but as a concrete truth ; noi as a vleduction from a general
rule, but a^ the exhibition ol' a simple fact. I. is vain to ask whatuse will a boy's liatiu be to him in after life. Jle )nay never open a
Latin bo()k alter ]u> leaves School, and vet M'hat, he has acfiuirod in
^c<^yw//;fi- Latin may be of lh(> greatest jtossihh* us(> to hi.u. If youwant to make a, boy a sound l-'reiich scholar, or a sound (Jermauscholar—aye, or i may add a sound fhiMlish scholar—the safest and
s|..'e( lest way is to bettin by makiiij.- him a fair Lafin scholar. Icould tell you. Sir, to convince you that I am speakiu^^ not merely
troni theory, bui from (>xperienc<', of eases where in examinintr "a
c assiu pnivly I'.nu'lish subjects Leonid tell at once wiiich of Hk'Im.vh
Htood lu;^'h in Latin. It is, th 'i-efore, 1 coneeive, a verv K"eat mistake
to prevent a boy from imrsuiufA- classical studies, meivlv because ho
1M intendim;' l.» enu-nye in commerce in aller-lil'e ; and it lias been tome a source of ur^at satisfaction that amoiiii: us this mislak(« is so h(»1-
(l()m made, and that the parents of manv lads who linve joined uh
without atiy i»revioiis classical liaininu- have been induced to al-
(»w their sous to b(>uin Latin as (he surest mode of aciiuiriUKa soundknowledge ot (framnmr. i «

iJul Sir, then, is auolher iind a hiirher reason wliv mm* ninv look for
miblie eonfuhnee and support. Ii is a Ko.al thing to cultivate ourboys bodily health, and to train their minds, but it is a far belter
tiling to educate their hearts. It is our privileue here. Sir, not to have
(hvoreed e.iucation I'rom religion and iVom religion expressed in the
huMii ol a (leliiiite creed. Here again I inu's have changed, and it jm
not now the hardy thing ii once would have been to ehidleiige public'

all

t

contidenceonHiich a ground as this. Fiitecn years ago the crv w
all lora system of secular education, eiilirelv' separated from' reli-
gious leaching, .u- wiih only such a religioiis teaching as should
t'xciiide all distinctive peculiaritlcM. N«»w I helleve the chiMM Ih
daily gnnvmg InrK'M- of iho~e who would r,rnd iliehsoiis to a seiuxd
avowedly lu strict connection with a tlenominatiou not their own,
rather limn to one from which religious teaching Is excluded, or where
religion, in onU-r to accomimjdatt' it lo ilie nieliidlees of all, has be(«u
nuide a tnere religion of negatliUiH. In iIiIh' place at any rate our
course Iscl' a •, The best Iess(.nH which our boys ar<' taught are not
IJiose which live given in this room, bin wirah weare ennbl.d lo i.n.li


