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In tlic first cnsc the salt iiKty contiiiu iodutc o' potas^a from iiiipor-

f<'ot lii'utinu;; tho nalt wiiorally turns brown on ke> pinjr; its >;olu.

tioii IS Miiino'liately turnod }.rowii by tartaric acid, owin^' to separa-
tion of iodine from tlie iodic aciu, and it precipitates salts of baryta.

In tlie second and tliird cases it may contain carbonate of potassa.
This i:; reco^'nizeJ by its insolubility in alcohol, and by the efTervcs-

ccnce produced by the addition of an acid.

('hloride of potassium is sometimes used as a means of adultera-
tion. To detect it a portion of the salt is fnllij precipitated by
nitrate of silver, the prccij.itate washed out, treated with ammonia,
md the iiltrato .supersatu.atcu with nitric acid, which precipitates
chloride of silver. The chloride is soluble, the iodide insoluble in

ammonia.

OXIDi; OF MKIICUKY

May bo adulterated with red lead or with some red earthy sub-
stance, su'di as brick du.-t. On strongly healing for some time until
all the mercury has been volatilized, a yellow residue will remain if

rod lead were present. This residue is perfectly soluble in nitric

acid, to whieh the usual tests for lead may be applied. If any
residue remains insoluble it is probably some earthy adulteration.

CALHMKL

Sometimes contains traces of corrosive sublimate, which may be
extracted by means of hot water, and detected as described at page
44. h sliould be borne in mind that calomel, when heated with
hydrochloric acid, ' rapidly converted into corrosive sublimate and
metallic mercury. ]5y this reaction the presence of mercury instead
of its suboxide, in some medicinal preparations, may be proved.
Metallic mercury being (|uito Insoluble in hydrochloric acid, the
substance under examination when thus treated will yield a solution

free fn.m metal
; if however it contains suboxide, it will be first

converted into subchloride, and by further action into mercury and
chloride, which remains dissolved.
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