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111 lliis Pnivincc, llu .^ ,

ticcnracV he siiiil toiMtnif niidfr cillicr ol'thcso Iwn. Scliooh

nrc Cftaliliflicd lliroiiuihoiit llic I'mviiicc, ninl workrd liy a

very c'{)iii|)lic:ilt(| iiiacliiiMry ; hut, iidl liiiiii,' li.'iscd on a

rec-ugiiilio'i o( llic Scri])tnrcs, ( amuit |)(i>scss (Jod's bless-

ing.

It is, however, hut justice to sav, tliat the Normal

'vstpin adopted i-nrinot with; not atrain expect tin- Woiiinii <'aliin|i(;s m tli<; I.e-islalure 50

••• '•• *-' " ' far to lifglecl tlio true principle:; ot llu; (,'oiisiitutiou iis i..

seize upon priviletjcs I'.ir their own henelit winch they relusi;

to others. The coiitiiinaiice <'!' such a emiise will have a

melancholy end. lor it would ho hettiT lor I'rolestnnts to

perish than siihnut to such op|iies-iou n\ueh k.n,'er. niid l.>

look passively >>n whih; the:r chililreu are hrought up ui

School, since its first esfahlishmeiil, has been conducted ipojiery or inli.lelity. ,•,.. . ir

with ability and success; and where it has failed, it has not
|

As to any opposition Ipmu other parties, il lel to
1
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been the fault of the teachers, hut of the princii.le on which, it would appear in its true e'olours altojrether c-nteinplil.le

it rests. It mav further bo remarked, that the 'chief Super- hcause it W'ould bo seeu to be the emauatiou ol
.

he mos

iutendent has been diligcut in his olhce, and see.ns to 1 narrow selhshness winch allows ..
I

";;«t''>'^' ''''''^ '';'^;;;';-

avo done all the law pc;mitted to introduce so.nethini,^! with preconceived notions; and as thev have ... leli-aous
nave (lOIie an iiie law jh jiiiiiiiii u' juiumhh i^ .-ifim iimii^

of religious feeling and knowledge, by adooting the books

made use of by the Irish Board of Kdueation. So far,

tiierefore, ii(! deserves commendation, and indeed what is

wanting in the system is not to be attributed to him.

It Is, ncverthidess, such a system of education as would

not to be permitted to exist for one day in Great Britain.

And why?—because civil and religious liberty are well

known and defined in the parent state, and educaiiou is

reduced tp principle. Hence all religious persuasions

receive e(pial assistance from the Goveriunent in educating

their youth. No damp is thrown upon their pi^culiai

opinions; the children are not in this matter se])arated

from their parents.

To take away the jiower of the parents to judge and

direct the education of their children, which is their natural

privilege from God, as our schools virtually do, will never

be alhnved in Great Britain.

There, money is advanced to assist and support schools

in connexion with every religious denomination ; and the

Government is vcslrained from all interference with the

religious instruction, discipline, or management of such

schools : there, we have true liberty
;
gold, and not alloy.

But, in this Province, Christianity is not so much as

acknowledged in our school-law. The Bil)le appears not

among our'school-books ; and a belief in Christianity is not

included among the cpialificalions of school-masters ; and I

am credibly informed that there have been instances of

of candidates for schools disavowing all religious belief.

Now the remedy is with you, my Brethren of the Clergy

and Laity. We must insist upon the correction of this

intolerable degradation, or our children will become infidels.

We must deiuand what the Roman Catholics have already

obtained—separate schools ; and I honour them for insisting

on this just concession. A request so reasonable cannot be

long withheld from us, for unjust class legislation cannot

endure long in anv country.

In Great Britain, the National Society represents the

Church of England Schools ; the British and Foreign Society

represent various Dissenters ; the Weslcyan body, with the

Free Church of Scotland, represent their several denomina-

tions. All are in correspondence with the Committee ot

Council, and receive assistance in the maintenance of their

schools, and all proceed in educating their children in their

own way, in harmony and peace ; and why is not the same

Christian justice dealt out to us here ?

It is indeed surprising, that this system, which ought to

principles themselves, tlu'ir desire is to (;rush such principles

in others.

We must iherefore petition the Legislature U'V seiiarate

schools. In the meaiitiine, it will be our duty to cslahiisli a

Church school at every Church or station, and also a Sunday

school, both of which 'to be under the care ot the resident

Clergvman, whoso duty it will Ix; to see that tin; instiuetion

is on the Church svslei'n. upon which she speaks most deci-

dedly. Whenever she treats of education, she moans cate-

chising as the principal part. This she takes as her standard,

from the practice of the ininritiveChurehes.

Now this must hi; carried out as she directs, lor the

benefit of her bai.tized children, and of this education tin-

baptismal promises and preparation lor eouriniiation lorni an

iinporlant and necessary part.

The whole arrangement depends uiion you, my lirethnm.

and you must give your jiersonal attendance to connncnco

and keep it in motion. Voii must never lorget that you are

the commissioned instructors of the children of God's Holy

Catholic Church, who are to lead tln!iii Irom baptism to con-

firmation; from conlirination. to their liist couiiuuiiion; ami

from that, to the bar of God '.

Compared to this, all other instruction is worthless ;
bi<

such is the ca])acity of youth under proper discipline, that

with all this they may be' made to surpass in every kind ol

secular knowledge those of the same age who arc brought ii]i

ignorant of the Gospel and its holy re(|u:rcments.

Hitherto our people have ikH |ierceivod the teniliaicy ol

the present system. They are apt to think, that because some

of the books consist of jiartial p(jrtioiis of Scripture, tli(.'re is

isome religion taught. But our religion must be' taught

systematically by its great doctrines and criMjds. as it has ever

been, proving them by Holy Scri|)ture. and thus ^[\]\i<^ them

unction, power and Jife. In this way the young Christian

drinks conviction from the first fountain of eternal truth, and

finds with lively satisfaction that every word whi(-h had been

taught him by the Church has the sanction of the pure

Gospel.
CONCLUSION.

In my Pastoral Letter of the 'Jnd of April last, invoking

the presence of the Laity as well as the Clergy at this visita-

tion, I mentioned that su'cli a combination had been sui;gestc<l

to me by maiiv rcspectahlo members of our communion.
I Thev bchive. that in the present crisis of our secular

affairs, the Church, now strong in numbers and intelligence,

ouirht to express her opinion as a body on the attempt
It ,s mdccu surprising, mai u.is .)sie,n, »„,... -o- -

^,^|„„ to despoil her of the small nmain.ler of her property,

have been from time to time carefully considered by tl>«
,'^^^^,,-,,,,^ ^^^^ ,^^ anart and .ievoted to sa.Ted purposes.

framers of the School Acts for this Province, since it ofiers so ^ ct.^ nas uccn sei a, a. i

very easy a solutior. .( ;he problem of suiting education ^o a /^"""^^j
j-;^;, ,|,is' suggestion, as wise and s.-asonable, I con-

mixed religious pop.ih uon, should have been neglected ;
the

„ ,

.'
f ,^, ^^.^^.^^ „„.,elf on the numerous and goodly

more especially as it will be very easy to modity our laws, so
-™2h"e helbre me.

'

as to work exactly as they do in the English system.
„ Vet! e InT! th..e wa

All that is wanting is, to give powers to the dillerent '" ^ •
•

•
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boards or authorities to grant separate schools, as they now

do to the Roman Catholics, to all localities desiring them, and

furnishing a reasonable pumber of scholars.

Not that this can perhajis be done without opposition

from the irreligious, bnt they arc few in number ; and we do

a incc'ting soiir what similar

to this, held under the then two Arelideaeons, but .•lecording

to the usage (A (Jiir Church, it was alto'.'ether clerical. It was

called in conseipience of the jirotraeted ahsinei; and feeble

health of our late excellent ami N'enerable Diocesan. His

Lordshii) was too far gone' in lh> disease which soon alter


