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13. That treaties be concluded l>et\veen
j

Canada and the different lu<han tribes of
j

the Northwest at the recinest and with

the co-o])eration of the l,ocal Legislature.

14. That an uninterrui)led steam com-
\

munication from Lake Superior to I'ort

Garry be guaranteed to be completed
\

within the space of five years, as well as
j

the construction of a railroad connecting
,

the American railway as soon as the latter
'

reaches the international boundary.
|

15. That all public Imildings and con-

;

.structions he at the cost of the Canadian
;

Exchequer.
'

1(!. That I)oth tlic l^nglish and I'Yench
;

languages be common in the Legislature i

and in the courts; and that all public
|

documents as well as the acts of the
j

Legislature lie published in both lan-

guages.
17. That the Lieutenant-(.TOvernor to

be appointed for the province of the

Northwest be familiar with both the Ivu-

glish and T"'rench laiiguages.

18. That the judge of the su])reme
court speak the English and French lan-

guages.
10. That all debts contracted by the

Provisional government of the territory

of the Northwest, now called Assiniboia,

in consequence of the illegal and incon-
siderate measures adopted by Canadian
officials to bring about a civil war in our
midst, be paid out of the Dominion
treasury, and that none of the Provisional
government or any of tho.se acting under
them be in any way held liable or respon-
sible with regard to the movement or any
of the actions which led to the present
negotiations.

While all this was going on on the
banks of the Red River of the Northwest,
great anxiety and uneasiness continued
to prevail in the Colonial office in Down-
ing street and at Ottawa ; numerous des-

palches and telegrams were exchanged
between the two. The following will

gi\e an idea of what wr.s desired, lioped
or feared

(.)n the oth of March Lord tiranvillc

telegraphed to Sir John Young; "Her
Majesty's Crovernment will give proposed
military assistance, provided reasonable
terms are granted to the Red River
settlers."

On the 17th of March the same to the
same: "Let me know by telegram when
you know ilelegates have started from
Fort tiarry."

Sir V. Rogers, under-secretary for the
colonies, writes on the 22n.d' March :

"Troops should not be employed in for-

cing the si)vereignty of Canada on the
population of Red River should they re-

fuse to admit it."

On the 4th of April, the Governor-Gen-
eral conveyed by telegram to Karl Gran
ville startling information : "Smith came
here on Saturday from Fort Garry with
bad news. A Canadian i:alled vScott was,

by Riel's orders, tried by t nirt martial
and shot, with the view it is supposed of

compromising Riel's followers, before

Tache had arrived. They say the dele-

gates are coming, but it is quite clear

Riel will yield to nothing but force.

Things now look, 1 think, verj' bad."

On the 7tb of April, the same tele-

graphed to the same : "Last of the dele-

gates is expected at St. Paul on Thurs-
(lay the 14th, the others arrived there to-

day, and may reach Ottawa on Saturdav
the 9th."

Distressing as the news was, Earl
Granville had still confidence in the nego-
tiations he had so con.stantly urged ; on
the !*th of the same month he telegraph-

ed to the Governor-General :

'

' Let nu
know as soon as you can by telegram re-

sult of negotiations with Red River
delegates."

It is evident from the above tlocuments
that Her Majesty's Government had no
desire to impose by force the sovereignty
of Canada on the settlers of Assiniboia,

but that they were exceedingly anxious
of a peaceable settlement through nego-
tiations with the delegates. No need to

add that all ];his was said aJid done in

perlect good faith, on the part of p;arl

(iranvilk, and that Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment intended to bind themselves to

protect and safeguard the agreement, se-

cured not only with tlieir sanction, but at

their explicit and repeated request.

The two first delegates arrived at Otta-

wa on the lit;- ; in spite of what hail

been said and promised, they were ar

rested. This incident, which could have
caused serious complications, was learn

ed with regret by I/ord Granville, who
telegraphed to the Governor-General

:

"Was arrest of delegates authorized by
the Canadian Government ? Send fidl

information by telegram."
Sir John Young answered the next da}':

" Arrest, of delegates was not authorized

by the Canadian Governmesit."
On the lJ3rd of the same month ol

.\pril. Ivirl Granville thus informed the

Govevnor-General :
" Canadian (Govern-

ment to accept decision of Her Majesty's
Gt)vernment on all portions of the set

tiers' bill of rights."

The very same day the negotiations be-

gan at Ottawa. Sir John A. Macdonald
and vSir George Cartier were appointed by
the Canadian Government to treat witli

the three delegates of the Northwest.


