
lagoon islands, but these two assertions are based upon

docaments of no value. Dr Puebla, the ambassador of

Ferdinand and Isabella to England, also Pedro de Ayala,

Fuebla's adjunct in the embassy, write that Cabot was a

Genoese by birth.

John Cabot was married to a Venetian woman, who

followed him to England, and we find it recorded that on

the 27th of August, 1497, she was living at Bristol, England,

with her children Lewis, Sebastian and Sanctus. At that

time they were apparently all of age, Sebastian having

attained at least the age of twenty-three. Sebastian, there-

fore, was born in 1474. According to certain English

biographers, Sebastian Cabot's native place was England ;

this statement car-ies but little weight, as it seems pretty

sure that he was born in Venice. When his father was natur-

alized a Venetian in 1476, as already seated, in consequence

of a constant residence of fifteen years in Venice, Sebastian

must have then been not less than two years old. Many

authors say that he was a Venetian, specially Rarauwo,

Andrea Navajero, Contarini, Oviedo, Peter Martyr, etc.

"We are inclined to believe that John Cabot removed from

Venice to England in 1490, and previous to that he visited

Portugal and Spain to obtain royal aid to undertake

transatlantic discoveries. He also visited Mecca, where he

met caravans bringing spices from afar. He believed in the
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