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the kind in the country, which was built for them by the Americiin Bridge

Company in iH7<). The su})erHtructure is of all wrought iron, for a single

track railway, and consists of live lixedsi)ans, 150 feet each, crossing the oM
channeh i. <'., between the Wisconsin shore and Minnesota Island, and of

two spans U)4 feet each ; 1 span 250 feet, and n ])ivot ^nul 8(50 feet, cross-

ing the iiKi'ni rJidiuiel, L e., between Minnesota Islantl and the Minnesota

shore, thus making the total length of iron superstructure of the bridge

1,678 lineal feet. The substructure is of masonry resthig uixni pile found-

ations. The superstructure rests u])on stone abutments and piers. The

eastern terminus of the Southern ^linnesota 11. Pk. is also at this point,

and close connections are made for Piushford, Lanesboro, Spring Valley.

Ramsey, Albert Lea, Wells, and Wiiiiiebago City. La Crosse is 129 miles

from St. Paul, and 2H() from Chicago, by the C. AL \' S. P. R. R.

The first white nnm to locate in the wilderness where now this thriving

community flourishes, was Nathan Myrick, who came in 1841 and estab-

lished himself as an Indian trader on the island, whence in the following

year the natives allowed him to move to the site of the present city. My-
rick was soon after joined by J. B. Miller, and in 1845 John M. Levy came

in from Prairie du Chien. At this time the total white i)()pulation was

jnly twelve—seven males and five females. The city occupies an extremely

sligible situation on a level prairie between the river and a line of bluffs

iome distanc(^ back of ic. This prairie was once, and up to the time of

A'hite settlement, the great ball ])laying ground of the Indian tribes for

lundreds of miles around. Every year the nations buried the hatchet and

'nme to tlie smooth plain l)y the Father of Waters, to engage in friendly

ournaments. The early French visitors called the peculiar game ])laye(l

^jii CrosHc, and from the circumstance of this having be the grand capi-

al of the aboriginal "national game," the settlement wa,-. ailed afterward

)y the same name. Just above the town the Black river i nipties into the

Vlississippi, bringing down its rapid current the wealth of the piiuries, in

he handling of wliich the place has such an im])ortant interest. Pown
his stream, which rises far up in the north-western corner of the state.

nany million feet of pine logs are annually rafted down to La Crosse,

-.ere the gi-eater ])art is cut up into lumber.

A number of large establishments are devoted to the lumber manufac-

ure. One of the ])rinci])al is that of John Paul, Es(i.. an old resident, who
ame to the place in 1857. Since that time Mr. Paul has been intimately

dentified with the develoi)ment and prosperity of the town. The disasters

if that dark era in the iiuiincial histcn-y of the (;ountiy, swamped the enter-

irises and means of this gentleman, but with a will to whi success anyway,

,nd with the aid of a clear head, good business judgment, and strong

lands, he soon repaired the damages of the panic, and to-day stands among
he leading men in thr business in La Crosse and the whole North-West.

Ir. Paul owns and operates a mammoth two-gang saw mill, in connection

,'ith which is all the nnichinery and facilities for producing lath, shingles.
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