
34 THE TRANSVAAL WAR.

"And every impartial and fair mind will understanu

"that T^ 7c>as impossiblefor the South African Republic to grant

"political rights to foreigners. Why, the franchise in the

"Transvaal was denied to friendly foreigners of our own race

"—to the citizens of the Orange Free State. Why should

"we have granted it to Knglislunen ?
"

The answer to Dr. Leyds' question is another. If it were impos-

sible to grant political rights to foreigners 7viiy did not President Krugcr at

once say so at Blocmfontein ,• why did the \'olksraad pass a law pretending

to give the franchise to foreigners ; why, later on, did Kruger offer them

still fuller political rights, although upon conditions which he '.-inew

Great Britain would never accept? Will Dr. Leyds tell us what it is we
hear so much about from liis friends and our enemies of a great conces-

sion offered by Kruger and refused ? Will Dr. Leyds further explain

why he himself, a Hollander, was admitted to citizenship, while another

Hollander was cast into prison for asking to be enfranchised?

And, at last, the Government which had been stubboml: m-

movable for years—which the British Commissioner found it ir • «i.i!e

to make headway with on any point—became most impatient to kno\^

wliat proposals Mr. Chamberlain would submit in place of Lhose whicU

the Transvaal liad unceremoniously withdrawn. They were told that

they were being prepared and would be presented as soon as possible, bit

they could not vvait. They expressed great surprise that there should be

any delay in so simple a matter—so simple that five days' personal discus-

sion between President Kruger and Sir Alfred Milner on one of the many
differences between the two countries had been absolutely without result.

They pretended to believe that England was gaining time for military

preparations, although they were by no means neglecting that sort of

thing themselves; and finally, as yoa know, they presented an ultimatum

which left no alternative but war.

The ultimatum was dated just fourteen days after Mr. Chamberlain

had announced his intention to make suggestions for the settlement of

every exi.sting difference between the two Governments, wliich interval

was declared to be evidence of delil)erate procrastination on the part of

Mr. Chamberlain. Vet, when Mr. Chamberlain's request for a joir,

enquiry into the franchise then offered was laid before the Boer Govern-

ment, ten days elapsed 7c'ifhout the slightest sign of any reply, and wlien

the answer came it was not a definite one, but a counter proposition. //

u'ould be instructive if 'iCe could apply the Rule of Three to these tivoperiods,

and the iceightincss of the problems rcs/iccti-.'cly iDider consideration.

It really looks as tliough the Boers never intended to tell the truth

or to keep any promise they made.

Article IV. of the Convention of 18S4 reads :

"The South African Republic will conclude no trr.aty

"or engagement with any State or nation other thai the i


