
RULKS FOR THE USE OF THK BALANCE 9

Tin- iHilunns nn.l th«' wcijrht.s us^mI l,y merchant.s throujjlu.ut
th.' c-ountiy im- iM-riixlicully ii.s|K-ftfa hy a ^'ov.'rnnirnt (Ilfic.r.

14. Rules for the Use of the Balance. The iMil.mco sl.ouM
always l)e Imiidled with care and the following rules be
oUst'rved :

—

1. Kot'i) tlio l)alance dry and free from ihwt.

2. .See that tlie halanco ih properly atljuated, «o that it will, when
u..l...uk.,l, either re.t in OMtiilihriuni witli the |M,inter at the zen. mark on
the scale, or will swing e(iually on eitiier side of zero.

3. Place the »>ody, whoHe mass ia to ho a«certeine«l in the left-hand
8c.ile.,Min, and place the weights in the right-hand Hcale-|«in. Until some
ex,H;nonce in judging the mass of a In^ly has l.een ol.taineil, try all the
'< eights in order, commencing with the largest an.l omitting none. When
any weight causes the right-hand pan to descend remove it. Never select
weights at random.

In the l^ilanco shown in the figure any addition under 10 grams is
ol.taine.n,y sli.ling the ri.ler r alon,' the In^am. It gives ,V gram directly,
and ,% of this may Imj obtained by estimation.

Before beginning, the balance should l>e te«te<l. Push the rider r
over to its zero mark and then if the pans do not Ulance (a» indicated by
the iHntner P) turn the nut n until they do.

4. To determine the equilibrium do not wait until the l»alance comea
to rest. W hen it sw ings e<,ually on either side of zero, the niuis in one
p 111 equals that in the other.

5. Place the largest weight in the centre of the pan, and the others
111 tlie order of their denominations.

0. Keep the pans supported when weights are to be added or
taken off.

7. Small weights should not lie handled with the fineem Tse
forceps.

«. Weigh ill appnipriate vessels substances liable to injure the pans
a or counter|K)i8e use shot and paper.

9. Never use the balance in a current of air.


