
ilLtcTiiniiaticiis utru ina-lc- in the niajoritv of ca-us. l>ut

•
lu-mj; to ihr ai-pcaraiux- of tlio ivrciit coniiJrc-lR'tiMvc
W'jrk of Wilhur and .\(l.li>,'^ and to our own unsatis-
factory rosulls, tliL'si' ik'tcrniiiiations were discon-
tinufd. i'liosc in\fstis;ators showed conclusively lliat
(il)scrvations on a sinjjlo or a twcnlv-four-hour 'speci-
men liave no significance, since tren'iendous variations
occur from day to day, an<l that onlv where rejieated
o1)^er\atl()n~ are made o\er a jieriod of at least two
week-< and liien only wiien control studies of the
urohilin content of the feces have heen made to
exclude lilood destruction as a factor in the iiroduction
of iiro!iilino,i,an can lindinRs he accepted.

4, yy'"-/;;ry/(V/.—-There is e\ idence to show that the
hvrr 1- .active in the formation of lihrinoijen, and
\\hijiplc' ha- <ui:,ye-.ted that the determination of the
amount jnocnt in oxalated iilaMua niav he used as an
itiiKx of li\er function.

.-. /.//^(;\,-.— Whipple-- has al<o su^.tjested that the
e-lmialidii of the lipolytic activitv of the hlood niav
constitute a te-t of li\er fmicti(jn'

<'k Pii:iiolt<^lr,u-lil,irHit/hiL'ii'.--'l'hi-^ (IruLf was Intro-
ducid liy l^:(.'vl;lr^c. ilnrwiiz and I '.loon'ifield" as a
tcM fiir hep.atic function, and clinical .studies hv them
.'iiid Mmultaneou- experimental studies liv \Vhi
and cd-w r!<er'

il)ple

lov.ed that a normal excretion could
he e.-.laj'hslKd and thai ni;iny liver injuries, particu-
larly of ~e\ere -rade-. were a-HH'i.ated with a decide.]
decrease m the phenoltetrachkirphthalein output, h'ur-
ther siudie- with this test have heen carried on.

7. I'll'nn.'lylir l\-niiciil.— \)v. ( ioodpastm-e of the
p.alholo'.;!,- <t iiV was already intere.-ted in the presence
ot a lihn;iol\iic ferment in the lilood in li\er cirrhosis
when this work wa- undertaken, .'^amples of ])lood
iiom ;i!i our )iatienls were sulimi'ted to him for studv.
and ihrou-h lii-, courts -y we jjresent the results of his
studks. dei.-'ds of which will ai)pe,ar later. The fer-
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